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Although the preaching and the teaching of hell have often been extensive in 
the history of the visible church, the early followers of Jesus rarely mentioned it.  Of 
the twenty-three times hell is cited in the New Testament, Paul, the author of almost 
half of the New Testament, never makes a reference to it.  In the gospel of John, which 
many call the most spiritual of the gospels, the term hell is also not found.  James 
referred to hell only once.  Peter also used the term only one time, although in quoting 
David he used it two additional times.  Apart from the gospels and the quoting of 
David, hell is cited only six times.  In all the letters written by the early followers of 
Jesus that have come down to us, it is presented only two times. 

It is Jesus that does most of the teaching about hell.  Of the twenty-three times 
the English word hell is found in the New Testament, Jesus cites sixteen of those 
twenty-three.  In the three gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Jesus made a 
reference to hell fifteen times.  Since Jesus did most of the teaching concerning hell, it 
should be beneficial for all believers in Christ to understand what He meant by the use 
of the term. 

There are three distinct Greek words that are translated twenty-three times by 
the one English word hell: Haides (ten times—meaning, “properly, unseen, i.e. 
Hades”), Tartaros (one time—meaning, “the deepest abyss of Hades), and Gehenna 
(twelve times—meaning, “valley of [the son of] Hinnom; a valley of Jerusalem, used 
[figuratively] as a name for the place [or state] of everlasting punishment”).  Jesus used 
Gehenna eleven out of the sixteen times He made references to hell. Gehenna is a 
Greek word that is of Hebrew origin and it has reference to a valley south of Jerusalem.  
In the time of the kings, Ahaz and Manasseh, of Judah, children were sacrificed as 
burnt offering to the pagan god Molech in this valley.  Jeremiah prophesied that God 
would judge this practice and “the Valley of the Son of Hinnom” would become known 
as “the Valley of Slaughter.” 

By the time of Jesus, the Valley of Hinnom was used as a garbage dump for 
Jerusalem.  Refuse, waste materials, and the carcasses of dead animals were taken 
there to be burned.  Fires continually blazed or smoldered.  Smoke from the burning 
trash rose day and night.  The Valley of Slaughter, or the Valley of Hinnom (Gehenna in 
the Greek) became a graphic symbol of woe and judgment where the fire is never 
quenched and the worm (maggot) never dies. 

Although Jesus used the term hell more than all the other New Testament 
writers put together, it is James, the Lord’s brother, which gave the most graphic 
description of hell (James 3).  According to James, it is the tongue of man being 
controlled by his mind dwelling as in the garbage dump of the Valley of Hinnom 
(Gehenna) that is “an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.”  The tongue out of control will 
always defile the basic relationships of man.  It is also destructive to the individual’s 
body.  As James would later say the weeping and the miseries of this hell shall “eat 
your flesh as it were fire.”  
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Christian Ministries offers a Weekly CD 

of Bible study for those who desire to 

participate.  We encourage you to 

share these CD’s with others in your 

community to increase discussion of 

what the Lord is revealing in your lives.  

Contact Barry Shepherd 

 

 

Our prayer for you is that the life of the 

Spirit would enable you to hear the 

mystery of The Word through this 

newsletter.  How precious it is when one 

learns that Jesus Christ has set us free 

from ourselves! God bless you today!       

Would you like to share a testimony of 

the grace of God active in your life? 

Please email us. Dale and Joy Simpson 
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James took his description of hell even further.  He implied that as 
the rider turns the horse by the bridle and as the captain turns the ship by the 
rudder, the mind turns social interactions by the tongue.  The rider controls 
the bridle, the helmsman controls the rudder, and the tongue is controlled by 
the mind.  Out of a mind burning with the fires of the trash bins the mouth 
speaks destructive words that offend and maim.  It is also these raging fires of 
“bitter envying and strife” (James 3:14) that speaks death to the body of man.  
The piercing heat of jealousy and the burning anger of strife produce the 
stress that eventually kills the body.  Man’s mind living in the garbage dump 
of envy and strife, the fires of hell, are deadly poison. 

Jesus said, “And if thy right eye offends thee, pluck it out, and cast it 
from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, 
and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell [the Valley of Hinnom 
(literal translation)].  And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it 
from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy member should perish, 
and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell [the Valley of Hinnom 
(again, literal translation)]” (Matt. 5:29,30).  Jesus is simply saying that it is 
better to go through life without an eye or a hand and live in the heavenly 
realm of the kingdom of God.  Even though you have all of your faculties, you 
spend the days of your life dwelling in a garbage dump.  The thinking that 
never gets out of the continual fires of heated conflict and away from the 
continual gnawing maggots of bitter envy, never experiences the abundant 
life of peace, joy, and righteousness in the kingdom of God.  Hell is real and 
Jesus is the only means of escape.   

The original formation of man contains the means by which hell is 
conquered.  The way of life revealed in that event is the reason Jesus said, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and 
die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit” (John 12:24).  
The experience of that first creation is the basis of why David said, “you will 
not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. You 
have made known to me the path of life” (Ps. 16: 10-11).  

This occurrence of the original beginning of mankind is the heart of 
Paul’s statement, “the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air” (1 Thess 4:16-17).  The mystery of life lies in the simple fact 
that man is a flesh and blood body that has been in-breathed by the Spirit of 
God and that he has his completeness in at least one other person. 

Since man has the Spirit of God dwelling within him, he can 
experience the essence of the life of God.  Although a flesh and blood earthly 
being, he can be dominated by the glory, the honor and the power of the 
heavenly realm.  His earthliness of corruption, dishonor, weakness, and 
naturalness can be controlled by the heavenliness of incorruption, of glory, of 
power, and of spirituality.  It can be heaven on earth because he experiences 
the heavenly kingdom of God.  Man does not have to live in the hell fires of 
broken relationships. 

Since man is a flesh and blood earthly being, he can experience an 
existence of his mind being separated from the controlling influence of the 
Holy Spirit.  It is the fall of man from experiencing the glory of the heavenly 
realm to live in the hells of a mere earthly existence.  The satanic power of 
man’s mind out of control drives him to an inferno of life alienated from the 
glory of God.  Man, once the brightness of a morning star now cut down to 
the ground, spends the days of his life in the abyss of paradise lost. 

 

The ONE Needful Thing                      

By Dee Orr  

Here we areé here I amé. a 
Christian.  I am a believer.  I am ñsavedò.  
(Iôm a Christian Dee Orr.)  I am a disciple of 
Jesus.   Now what?  As the years go by and 
as I hopefully ñdecreaseò and HE ñincreasesò, 
(John 3:30) I find myself leery of ñever 
increasing in knowledge, but never coming to 
the knowledge of the Truth.ò   I have learned 
not to ask, ñWhat must I DO?ò, because by 
now Iôve discovered that maturity ñin Christò is 
not in my own doing.  Even so, donôt we still 
keep searching for ñhow toôsò and the whatôs 
and wherefores of walking in ñThe Wayò?  I 
know I do.  And hereôs what has been 
revealed to me so faré  Hereôs what living 
LIFE in Jesus, walking in the Spirit looks like 
to me.  Maybe it looks like this to you too. 

First of all, a long time ago, I heard 
someone say, ñThe flesh likes to be busyò.  I 
had no idea what they meant at the time, but 
I thought that sounded right.  I am one of 
those list makers.  My favorite part is 
crossing my accomplishments off.  (Iôve even 
written a few chores down Iôve already done, 
just so I could cross them off.)  Donôt laugh.  I 
feel good when I get a lot done.  A good day 
is a day in which Iôve completed lots of little 
projects, from cleaning my bathrooms; to 
calling several people Iôve been putting off 
calling for various reasons; to shopping and 
paying the bills.  Yes, the flesh loves to be 
busy.  Itôs pretty easy to stay busy, isnôt it?  
Itôs sort of natural.  I mean, if Iôm ever sick 
(and fortunately I rarely am) the worst part is 
lying around, not being able to get anything 
done.  Itôs hard for me to do nothing.  I feel 
like Iôm wasting the day.  Why is resting so 
hard for some of us?   

Light bulbs went off recently when I 
pondered Mary and Martha.  Years ago I was 

delighted when I ñsawò that the ONE needful 

thing Jesus commended Mary for, was that 
she ñheard Jesusò.  She listened to Him.  I 
mean after all, one of the only two or three 
times God the Father ever spoke audibly, He 
said:  ñThis is my beloved son, in whom I am 
well pleasedé ñHear ye Him!ò     

 
                                       Continued on page 4. 
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The outworking of the Spirit of God always 
occurs in the interaction of man’s completeness.  The 
outworking of the mind of man always occurs in the 
interaction of continual fragmentary existence.  Man 
continually faces this point of judgment.  The dying of 
this old existence by the turbulence of another will 
always bring newness of life between the two 
participants.  Refusing or resisting that intrusion 
always brings greater agitation and separation 
between the two.  Every man stands before the 
judgment seat of Christ in these challenging moments 
of life and death. 

The successful navigation of these 
confrontational moments are so critical that Jesus 
said, “. . . fear not them which kill the body, but are 
not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both soul and body in hell” [Matt. 
10:28).  It is never what we experience physically that 
destroys our souls.  It is our perception, and how we 
respond to the physical struggles of life that devour 
our peace.  It is the reaction to the stimulus of the 
struggles of life that governs whether or not the 
satanic power of an uncontrolled mind drives us into 
the consuming fires of hell. 
 The essence of all things for every individual 
is that which involves the person, another person, 
and the interaction between them.  All the 
complexities of one’s life come from this basic 
encounter.  Manage this fundamental experience, 
and life becomes enjoyable and blessed. 
 The essentials of how to manage this moment 
of life, which are the foundational blocks on which all 
of life exists, are given in the original formation of 
man.  The first man existed.  He had been created, 
but he was incomplete, unfulfilled.  The second 
person had to be created.  However, the second 
person created like the first person, an autonomous, 
freestanding person would mean nothing towards the 
fulfillment of the image and likeness of God.  It would 
simply be two people, alone, occupying 
approximately the same space trying to experience 
something that is impossible to experience without 
the path of life. 

Before the second person could be created, 
the first person had to be taken down, put to sleep, 
and die as an autonomous, freestanding person.  
Once asleep, God took out of the first person that 
which would eventually become the second person.   
 
 
  

 

Fires of Hell concluded.  

 
 

to join The "Christian Ministries 
Fellowship"  

July 17-19, 2009 
Rain Crow Ranch 

Doniphan, Missouri, USA 

 
Friday evening:  Fellowship and sharing.   
Saturday morning : Bible study . 
Saturday afternoon and Saturday night:  Free time , 
fellowship, or seeing the sites.   
Sunday morning : (special order of omelets!) 
Fellowship, and Bible study.   
 
You will need to book a local motel room for the 
weekend. More details will be provided in the next 
newsletter. The weekend fellowship will close 
around noon on Sunday.  
 

Book your calendar now.  Everyone is invited!  
 

The ground of being for the second person was that which 
God took out of the first person.  Once God created the 
second person, she was then brought back to the first 
person and presented to him as the aid, the helper, or the 
ground of being for the completion or fulfillment of the 
first person.  Through the creative power of God, the 
second person is made all that she can be through the first 
person that, in turn, when presented back to the first 
person, makes him all that he can be. In the events of the 
original formation of man, the building blocks of everything 
that exist in what it means to be a human being are found.  
This process controls everything in the human experience.  
Living in harmony with this divinely created working 
process between two people will produce a love for life 
and the experiencing of good days.  It will be heaven on 
earth. 

Life will either be heaven or hell depending on how 
we respond to the challenging interaction with people. 

 

        You are invited . . . 
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who does NOT work, but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly,  
his faith is accounted for righteousness.ò  (Romans 4: 4, 5). 

Maybe itôs not so hard, after all, to do nothing.  Narrowing it all 
down to ONE needful thing just may be possible by Godôs amazing 
Grace.   These days Iôm keeping Jesus before my face (focus).  Iôm 
hearing and yielding to Jesusé. listening for His still, small voice.  And 
Iôm leaving the ñrestò up to Him. 

 

 
 
. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

One Needful Thing by Dee Orr, continued. 

(Mat. 17:5) Or, ñlisten to Him, hear Himò.  Could that in itself be 
the ONE needful thing?  Mary sure knew how to do that.  But I began 
to see she also did something else in contrast to her sister Martha.  
Martha liked to be busy.  She ñworkedò.  And worked, and worked.  
She certainly wasnôt found restingé not like Mary, who òsat downó at 
Jesusõ feet, hearing Him.  Perhaps we ñhearò Jesus better when we 
are at rest, sitting at His feet, not toiling and ñworkingò in our own 
strength? 

Luk 10:39-42  And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at 
Jesus' feet and heard His word.  But Martha was distracted with 
much serving.  And she came to Him and said, Lord, do You not care 
that my sister has left me to serve (WORK) alone? Therefore tell her to 
help me. And Jesus answered and said to her, Martha, Martha, you 
are anxious and troubled about many things. But one thing is 
needful, and Mary has chosen that good part, which shall not be taken 
away from her.   (Was Martha jealous of Mary?  Is that why she 
wanted to take that away from Mary?) 
Here are two sistersé one is resting, hearing Jesus and the other 

is busy working, ñservingò, feeling anxious and resentful.   
The Law works and Grace rests.  We got that, donôt we?  

Consider even Abel: he brought God an offering ñby faithò and it was 
accepted.  He must have done what God had told him to do if he 
offered his offering ñby faithò, donôt you think?   

Heb 11:4  ñBy faith Abel offered to God a more excellent 
sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he was 
righteous, God testifying of his giftsò. Abel was a ñkeeper of sheepò.  
Cain, on the other hand, was a ñtillerò (toiler?) of the ground.   

Gen 4:2  And she bore again, his brother Abel.  And Abel was a 
keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground.  

Just a few verses earlier God had pronounced a curse upon 
mankind to toil and till the ground by the sweat of his brow:             
Gen. 3: 17, 19  (New International Version)  ~  ñTo Adam he said, 
"Because you listened to your wife (and not Me) and ate from the tree 
about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' "Cursed is the 
ground because of you; through painful toil (labor) you will eat of it all 
the days of your life.  By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food 
until you return to the groundéò   So Cain brings from his toiling and 
ñworkingò an offering.  Donôt we work for God and get angry when He 
doesnôt accept it and bless us for our own works of righteousness?  
But Abel brought a first fruit of his flock, and he did so òby faithó.  So 
here it is againé the contrast between the rejected offering out of 
work, labor and toiling, versus the accepted offering ñof faithò.   

 ñSo then Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word 
(utterance) of God.ò  (Rom 10:17) ñMy sheep HEAR my voiceéò (John 
10:27)   We rest.  God leads.  God speaks.  We hear.  And we do not 
resist.  Since the ONE needful thing is to rest and hear Jesus, then Iôd 
be wise to ñLabor (make every effort, be diligent, be prompt or earnest) 
to enter into that rest!ò   

Heb 4:10,11  ñFor he who has entered into his rest, he also has 
ceased from his own works, as God did from His. Therefore let us 
labor to enter into that rest, lest anyone fall after the same example of 
unbelief. ñ 

Rest in Him.  Labor to rest.  What?  If youôre going to strive for 
anything, endeavor to REST!  Cease (rest) from your own works, living 
in the realm of self-efforté ñNow to him who works, the wages are not 
counted as a gift (Grace), but as debt (obligation).  But to him  

 

Christia n Ministries  
What is Christianity? Perhaps, the real question, 
however, should be, "What is life?" For Jesus Christ, the 
founder of Christianity, said, ". . . I am come that [you] 
might have life, and that [you] might have it more 
abundantly" (John 10:10). The what in "What is 
Christianity" is simply life, the experiencing of Jesus 
Christ. Ultimately, it is to love and to be loved.  It is 
experiencing the intimacy of Jesus Christ in relationships 
with others.  

Read more about òWhat is Christianity?ó 

 
Please check the web page for the monthly 

schedule and contact the host home for 

confirmation of dates and times: 

http://www.wayofchrist.org/schedule.asp 

 
 

 

 

Dee and her husband live in Boynton 

Beach, Fl.  She says that ñoccasionally we 

travel 4 hours across the state to visit with 

the St Pete gang where James shares the 

first Saturday of the month.ò  

Email Dee : deelightful1206@gmail.com 
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