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It is not the elimination of the body, the spirit set free from the boc
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5 Christian Ministries the |life also of Jesus might |

4:10,11). The Revelation of God, the experiencing of deggsinis al
death and resurrection of the outward body.

The HOIy Spll’lt QUICkenS The Church What it means to be a human being is to have a tésbdanody

that has been quickened by the breath Aft&odod had formed the
Although the body is temporal and prone to decay, it neverthelessigith®an out of the dust oéther t h , He t hsenostrig b r
vehicle in which creation experiences the Creator. Thesumiquengse preath of iEnd man became a | iVvincg
this arrangement is the mystersgy {hatafliy  meahhfgohpeeratAvhy
yet the inward man i s r enewe dheexperiencesedthdof de Spirit of God. Bt Is the itdilvellihg™
experience the mystery of mystiesesurrection of the bdtg. the Holy Spiritetiquickening breath of life, that enables all men to |
mystery of life thatyou carexperience the resurrection of the body ifthe writers of both the Old and New Testaments knew what w;
this life. quickening essence of life for all men. In perhaps the oldest book

Bi bl e, Job said, A. itof God min mp r
Perhaps, the most influential person in the mystical thought of ¢he t r i | s . . .0 (27:3). He al ¢
Eastern mirgkt was a young man who withessed timdlictel the breath of the Al mighty ha
starvation of his parents. They believed that the spiricéheféfsen # God i n whose hand thy breath
was trapped within their bodies. For them to experience ultigitth pen e d , iThus saith God the
goodness, the spirit must be set free from the evilness of the bodyariheyretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, and that
were willing to torture the body by depriving it of necessary nutrieméeh out of it; he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, an

end its restriction upon fiets to them that wal k IntHimdtheaNiom of Godl

was | i fe; and the I|ife was th
The child of these parents went on to impact greatly the thinking of ighiclthe Word of God], which lighteth every man that cometh ir
of Eastern mysticism. It has also been suggested that his thoughtspg lifel d o ( 1: 9) . Finally, Paul b
greatly affected Plato in the Western world. The writings of Plato, in#itsteath and al | thingso (Acts 17
influenced much ofi€tanity beginning in the middle ages. The beliefa r t h ] live, and move, and he

that the physical body is in some way evil, serves only to entrapdhelling Holy Spirit is the quickening essence of life within ever
spirit, and eventually the spirit will be set free from the body has itgii@otsather thought, the Son expressedthanttoly Spirit

in the minsget of the Eastern world. AccordingRev#lation of God, consummated the completed work of creation.

the body is not evil. It was created by God and declared to be good

(Gen. 1:31). God constructed a physical body for man in which the\Spitit , 5 gh to experience Gdd
of God could be experience_d. He als_o prepared ap_hysical world iq quich the body the dying of t
man was to spend thesdafyhis life. Without the physical body and thaeI way s b e ddelivered unit o

physical world, flesh and blood beings do rbh@xigthe body is . . . . .
temporal and prone to decay, it nevertheless is the vehicle ir m%l'ty of your ity will lose its sting. The grave will have

creation experiences the Creator. The unigueness of thisaisangei@ Ultimate victory because you will experience the life o
the mystery t hamanfperislyetthe inwandenarg|Wesosukeing manifested in your body. The indwelling| Hol
is renewed . . .0 (2 Cor . 4: 16piit thelLifei within the seed, witl producetfar ya xapnev
of mysteriésthe resurrection of the body. Every time a seed| (@ody. You will be transfiguredartsformed, changed to the

external body in which the esséiiée is enclosed) falls to the groundmage of the Lord of glory in this life. You will experienge th
and dieS, the essence of life within brlngS forth a new bOdy manlfestatlon Of Jesus Chrlst In the ﬂesh
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The Garden of (My) Life, part 1

1!” “‘ | have a picturd |

ey | like to share with you
J that has been
formalizing in my
heart dr some time
now. | have a fairly
large rose garden and
made an attempt this
year to grow a few
vegetables. Sadlye
vegetable garden was
a complete failure due
to my lack of being
home to tend it. Even
with some help, the
weeds continued to
grow largethan the

plantsl 6ve al s
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Notice above thatwh e n  a ntly thenveord bfehe kimgdom and
understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one and catcheth
t hat whi ch i sdogoa think thisis similarso when an
mind kicks in and | want to help God, the wise Master Gardener?
I d o atdal in ryilife,dut it is necessary for my ground tb be til
cannot grow as long as something is standing in the way of that ¢
namely my mind or self control. Oftentimes | attempt to move mys
of circumstances that are created tomaovieere | need to go.

Notice also A he that receive
he that heareth the word and anon with joy receiveth it, yet hath
root in himself but dureth for a while for when tribulation or perse
arisethbecaue of t he wor d blyt Gasndi rbtye
point out in this passage that the words tribulation and persecutior
Atrial so, or Airejection from

may try to Owor métoigd downvinatniés. b u t
shared earlidr, dondét want to be pl owe
I3 this the offence that Jesus is referring to? Notice that Jesu:

the beauty of the rose surrounded by large wildndegilisshare
more of this in part 2.

Aireceiveth with joy yet hath
when know God is at work in my life and something good comes.
find myself in a mountaintop experience only to find myself bac
I al so noticed the garden | dddependl dednodotr taamlod has meansiwel t
weeds were easier to pull out of the ground. Thhagardeauty all  have no life outside of Jesus!
of its own, but that is because | not only tend it, but prune it regularly.

iHe al swvedseddanmongrthe therns is he that heareth the w
Inmy walk with Jesus, | find that I, like my brothers and sisters in @hdghe care of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke th
go through times of seedttmes dfiarvestas well as plowing and and he becometh unfruitful. But he that receiveth seed into the
dryneny®d igmodand (I ife).;lseéinmy c grouhddis lpeahatnheareth the iword and enddrstanadétialidowhi
own life a large garden that is continually, pleggorunedand beareth fruit and bringeth forth some an hundredfold, some sixty.
plowed some more! And in fact, | often go back to the Farmet vtho rTo me tbis says it all. Those thorns | pictured suffocating
continues to try to make the earth good to recsed tlnd | try to  beautiful rose is what happens wjmind becomes enthralled by its
tell Him how to plow or to think | can take the tools out of His bemddain or worriesay thinkdeserve something in this life dr that
Should not that wise Farmer have control of His own equipment? idechasd6t have enough. ltés very
the time, patience and experience of not only sending the rain, bfedsg) ahylife back tomymind. It is truly my desire that | not chok
the sunlight to cauke growth. He even plants the seed in due tinwait the very life that Jesus wants to bring to my life (garden).
He knows exactly what to do to cause the harvest. How could my feeble
mind ever come up with a plan that only the Wise Farmer knowsiraadl | vy , I would Ilike to | eave
created? its own ground?Whenthe wintecomes | need tmry myrosesto

withstand the cold, which means a lot of pruning and preparation.
Maybe this picture can give you an idea of what | am afpeaki only survive the winter because timéaken by the gardener to
Matthew 13-8 Behold a sower went forth to sow; And when he sowatsure they withstand the elements. May Jesus have liberty in oL
some seeds fell by the way side and the fowls came and devouretbtentinue His work in the garden of our lives! Come Lord Jesus!!
up Some fell upon stoney places, they had matrthuahd forthwith
theysprung up, because they hatbepness of earfind when the  In Jesus, Elizabeth Schnell
sun was up, they were scorched and because they had no root they
withered away. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns spr
and choked them. But other fell into good ground, and brought fort
some and hundfeld, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. Who hath ears|
him heTaheén 60Jesus expl ains in
therefore the parable of the sower. When any one heareth the w|
the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked or
catcheth away that which is sown in his heart. This is he which reg
seed by the wayside. But he that receiveth the seed into stoney
the same is he that heareth the word and anon with joy receiveth
hath he no root in himself but doreghwhile for when tribulation or
persecution ariseth because of the word by and by he is offendg
also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the|
and the care of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke th
and hebecometh unfruitful. But he that received seed into the ¢
ground is he that hearbiln wordand understandeth it which also
beareth fruit and bringeth forth some an hundredfold, some sixty,
thirty. A

e

Taken from Dr. S tThe diffe@efcs

between my questions and the question, "Who shall deliver me,"

br eaks forth into my inner being as the secret of life. It is the

difference between the distinction of deadly religiosity and true

believers in Christ. One is a cry of the individual for deliverance

from the circumstances. The other is a cry to be saved fro m

himself. One is an attempt to use God as a personal source for

one's accomplishments. The other is the realization of one's total

incompetence. One is the working of a "schemer" keeping himself

involved in the things of God. The other is understanding wh  ere

and who is the problem. One is death. The other is life. The

struggle of the two brings forth the beginning exploration into

the mysteries of grace.

To readhefull testimony o Sal vat i ogohdrer d
www.wayofchrist.org/mgstimonyof-religionthatkills.asp
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Peter, agai n, under st an@Gbdof@ll t
grace, who hath called us unto his eternal @brigtbyesus, after
thatye have suffered a while, makeeanbect, stablish, strengthen,
settle youo (1 Pet. 5:10).

I will never experience the death of "to die" until |

The Church Lives by Grace
experience the grave. However, thanks be to Jesus Christ, |
can experience my continual dying off in this life by the

‘ grace of God, by being "baptized into Jesus Christ"

Throughout tliay and the night, the summer and the winter, th {jgmans 6:3).
and the heat, and the seedtime and the harvest, the Morning Glory . _ o
flower lives the duration of its life in perfect glory to God. This sififpfeontinual “life of Jesus” is made manifest in my mortal body,
flower, without the capability to observe and to meke godgiat I My life is never attempted in my mortal body,-rentgreelhess. |

is occurring in its life, lives its entire existence in simple harmony #th /e but dying, gging | live. It is a mystery, but continual life

Creatote cancome to know the victorious living that occurs whenQRY €xperienced in the continual death (dying off) of my "own
live irtheinnocence of mind. Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, tt

life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our bedyhiebrliwve

are alway[s] delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life &

The living of life will always bring man through the
germination process. ABut
hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus,
after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect,
stablish, st r en gt theetme graseeof
God, the believer can come through this moment of
destiny, the germination

death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy

Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. (Il Cof.h10,1:
Good News, the Gospel, has declared that the Father has sent H
into my world to baptizedvitte His Holy Spirit that my "mortality migl
be swallowed up of life" (Il Cor. 5:4).

If Jesus will continually be lifted up (John 12:32), if | can continual
Him (John 6:63), if the Word can continually be set with my heart
13:13), | wifinally arrive at my destiny, complete oneness with Je¢

victory? The sting of death has been conquered by the
grace of God in the innocence of mind. It is the power
of salvation as Jesus comes to deliver His people.

Christ. | will come to know what it means to be filled with the Spiri
come to know what it means to be spiritual.

The continual lifting up of Jesus in my life will eventuallyrigrag” n

submission to the Spirit. | know | will get there, but | also know "a
shall gird [me], and carry [me] whither [I] wouldest not [go]" (John
The simple flower of the Morning Glory graféaichallengd life Since my hope is Jesus and not my effort, | know | will arrive. Yet
and the power of Go ddys of tha bum a kriow Nwill arfve stisig ht &vith @veny fibermrot) myesetiéredness.
penetrate its surrounding, the petaldlofveireopen to the glow of the Religioamy acts of dedication and commiimnemd to Gedill not
sunlight. The increasing waamdhbrightness of the sun causes theget ne there but Jesus will.
flower to raise itsadespread its petals, and reach up to its source of
life. Throughe power of the sun, the glory of the flower is perfected.ikét he Mor ni ng Gl or vy, we t dp c
the sun comes forth to bring the full glory of the featéémgtbéthe  Christ Jesuor example, plantomato seed in the ground. The oute
sun causes the flower to respond in dimstiakieg of glory. As the casing or husk of the seed must rot or decay before thef éifsence
light of the day begins to fadgetiaés of the Morning Glory begin towithin the seed can come forth with tendeio$fifeu@ne pushes up
draw in unto itself. Wk passing of dusk and the approach ahrough the ground seeking theflitifet sun. Another one pustees in
midnight, the flovemds its head, gathers its petals, and prepares fia¢ soil seeking waaed nutrients. Without this struggle for light a
the nighEventuity, the flower will bow in perfect submission. water, itloes not survive. This struggle is what it meansréateel a
entity. It is the fact of any created exigeacwially, the essence of
In perhaps one of the greatest messages of the Christiaectzith  the seed comes forth froeneirthinto the heaven producing a full
Peter quoted David in explaining the eventd afghe o f P e n greénvd @matc plaft! Hangimghe branches of the plant are fully
foresaw the Lord always befofaceyfor he is on mytrigind, that | developed tomato€hey are the glory of the tomato plant. The mati
should not be movétherefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongtematoesire the fullest possible manifestation of life the tomato |
was gladnoreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: Because thowaiéxperiencaVithin each tomato are many seeds. Within each s
not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine tdobee  is thesame life that was in the seed that was planted in tie grou
corruption. Thou hast maaesvirto me theays of life; thou shalt start the cycle of life. Although individual tomatevithiatitsir
make me full of (Acts®238).i t h t hy aonttdes IRnanddiestite essence of lifdhesded is eternal. This
is the eternal glory to which we ldesare calledAs God uses the
Understanding the ways of life is to understand theGlboyning circumstances of life to bring mangermimation moment, man finds
Throughout the day and the night, the summemamerthide cold himself at the judgmen@uwist in which his soul is brought into th
and the heat, and #eedtime and the harviss, simple flower lives palance of heavemd hellBy not resisting the dying of the old
the duration of its life in pegfent to God. The Morning Glory, withougxistence, thadgment of Christ will always bring newness of life.
the capability edserve and to make judgment on what is occurrin@péters t at e d fi But t he God ofhisal
its lifelives its entire existence in simple harthoityy @reatdn the eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have sufféegdake
innocence of its being, it stands in the glory invadicteited. you perfecstablishs t r e n gt h e(bPet. 516)lh & Wodd off 0

Continuedn page 4
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troubleperplexities, persecutiams] being put down, the belieagr (Thereis rothinglike losinghe blessing of tbeomentand heading
be completed, confirns#eing, and have a firm foundation because fack into the pruning of yrlalé'v e al so noti ced
hasexperienceddtheavenly. He has been raised to newifess of  the rose bush becomesnsfer @uld this be a picture of faith being

produced in us through trials in the going dowmplit@ess
Refusing or resisting what God is doing by the circwohfifantes
judgment of Christ will always bring damri#gom\soPeter stated, Anothepicturds when | do not cover my arms, those same beaut
iBe sober, b e adversary thendeal a taricga u reses hgve tendency to rip and scar me! Thorns have to be care
lion, walketh about, seekilgo m he may devour 0 avbildd Upentpruniry. ™ )see ti@ntlameheeeds eside by side
mind begins tescalate its worrisome thoughts over curreamongst the beautiful roses is a picture of what happens when a
circumstancehe soul becomes intoxicated with anxiety. The mind ianseglected andqpruned. My life is the same, for if God did not all
out of controlheanwhdilsd eimgiandnad n tihe prmnognie .ciccumstances | would end up wildoatrdlled. It
living in the peace and rest of a sound mind dontradlétbly Spirit, truly is God at work to produce the fruit in our lives.
the soul is being devoured byinthginations of the mind. It is
overwhelmed by its own crewteld of destruction. Listen to this parable in Proverbs324:230| went by t

slothful and by the vineyard of the man void of understanding. Ar
The circumstances thaighthe good and the circumstémeelring was all grown over with thorneettids had covered the face thereof
the bad are the same circumstances. The lifg@ngilblways bring and the stone wall was broken down. Then | saw, and considered
man to this g¢e rthemiGodaot dll grace, pvhoochatelsso k eidBuupon it and received it
called us unto his eternal dlgrghrist Jesus, after that ye hav
suffered a while, makeyar f ect , stablish, Issdné&tngt hies feapatrité rd rpiomt.Qdrddd go fg
the true grace of God, the believer can come through this momaranofoid of understandimmnés relying upon his own understandin
destinyt he ger mi nation of newthyi f eat wet ht hae allyowiifdg d@ad ht, o wth:
sting? O grave, where is thy victtiy?sting of deallas been a process.l need the Master Gardenanyitife to bring forth the
conquered by the grace of God in the imrminckrit is the power of beauty that only comes through this process.
salvation as Jesus comes to ddis/people.

Another picture |
received tay whil

The Garden of (My) Life, Part 2 gardening wasithmy

beautiful climbing rosg

Il 6d | i ke to continue sharingil:]v\\/f\;{avﬁggﬁﬁ)gfg}rg
havehappened over time and to this date. To start off, | was not YeVYjied It wasbeing
interested in gardening but that has all changed! My mother d by what I lat
encouraged me to pull weeds while she laid out her beautiful gafggﬁla,om to be a Wi
encouraging me to pl @atl migsrhert Brﬁ'r’ragolary (raléot
enjoyment of the moment and think of her often while 1 work. g(NL asBindweed [
married, about 10 years later, | inherited a rose garden from my pf‘ﬂ@%as unbeknowrie

in law after her sudden passing. At first | was overwhelmed with thf?)"i’r%h)r many mdrgas the leaves of both plants Iactoak the
ahead, but all that sheght me came back to mind. Her gardens Welg,o| Tynicallypmingglory vines are usually planted but this one is

cies that binds its host and chokes it until it dies! It was ¢
the life from my rose climber and | had to pull and mul r e mo
going to take days to remove this overgrown vine fiogitselapp
around my rose. Wisabothstrange and sad is that thismeilding
dory has delicate little pink flowers and it seems such a shame it
be removed. Howitithat two apparently beautiful floweringaants
actually be detrimental to each other?

so beautiful that people would stop their cars coming to our busineﬁﬁe
just behold theauty angroméa

What came to mind was a picture of the wheat and tares that
shared in Matthew 123@4fAnother parable put he forth unto then
saying, The kingdom of éieads likened unto a man which sowed goc
seed in his field; But while men slept, his enemy came and sowe«
among the wheat and went his way. But when the blade was sprt
and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the serv
the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow
seed in thy field? From whence then hath it tares? He said unto th
enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then t
go and gather them up? But he saiceMayhile ye gather up the
tares ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow togethe

’&e harvest and in the time of harvest | will say to the reapers, Ga
(o]

9

S

In my feeble attempts to keep her garden going in her memory,
beheld many pictures of thrf& Bod does in transforming a life throu
the process of day to day living. Oftentimes He has shown me so

in my own life, just through these pictures. The rose does not Hléasourg explains this parable by ansiieeitigat soweth the good seed

_ur_1|ess heavily pruned mw_flower_s_amjt away. Some gardeners is_the Son of marthe field is the world the geeetd are the children
initally do not want to do this but it is the only way new growth comes! Continuedn pagé

Xfer first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn then
m%therweat into my barn. o
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of the kingdom, but the tares are the children of the wicked or
enemy thasowed them is the devil the harvest is the end of the
and the reapers are the angels. As therefore the tares are gathe
burned in the fire, so shall it be in the end of this world. The Son
shall send forth his angels and they dtedl@atof his kingdom all
things that offend and them which do iniquity. And shall cast the
furnace of fire there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Thg
the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Fath
hathears 0 hear , Matthew 1H3Dm hear . 0

I't truly is Godds work to pro
pull and rip out all the wilchingglory but it was sucking the life out
my rose. I ¢ an 6 tow odethey truse thie wild
morninglgry unfortunatgly feeding off the life of the rose climber.
a gardener | understand the process and must remove the
6Bindweedd vine so that my be
die before the winter. éins tdbea picture of what Jesus described
Matthew 13

We have nothing in us to produce the good seed, thengodbdesoil
good harvesthe Sonof malJ e s us 6 isprocess to cause K
the children of the kingdom to shine forth @s ithéhe kingdom of
their Father. We all dwell together in the same soil but only G
cause the harvest to be good rather than the production of ev
Not i ce thh &dn ofiman sikal sesd fofith his angels and
shall gather out & kingdom all things that offend and them whic
iniquity .

We will offend and do iniquity unless the Son is at work in us to
good harvest, and as shared, that only couggsttie@reparation of
our soilMay we become and repaaifdren foHis Kingdowmhile He
is at work to produce the harvest! Come Lord Jesus!!!

Blessings in Jesus, Elizabeth Schnell

Christian Ministries offers a
Weekly CD of Bible study for those
who desire to participate. We
encourage you to
with others in your community to

s h a

c. 111
world

red@faristian Ministries

of man

At any given moment of time, in the struggle of life,
M INto a G . . .
Ln dRg Will live either in the power of Jesus Christ (thg
or, WAgifestation of the grace of5od) or in the perceived
power of his own self (the frustration of the grace of
God). Life is never static. The possibility of ma
d théving frotmethe hiaRiféstatidh ofPthegratel of & tc
of the frustra&ion of the grace of God and back to the
’o me{)nljfe%tfgtionS of tga(ljce f God can be as frequent aj
As
wHfie number of the moments in a day (86,400)
a Withodgh Mmost menearecnatnthat douldeainded; éhe 3
N Word reveals, as well as the testimony of one's life
that most men do move back and forth between the
manifestation and the fustration of the grace of God.
Jesus Chyist is the only man that never frustrated th
grace of His Father.
od can
| targige a computer image, a picture, (which is made up |
:]hg}’nany thousands of pixels [a minute spot] anc
%Ithough each distinct pixel can only be whitis, they
together form a composite picture when all are seel
cautsegether), can reflect the life of the manifestation or
the frustration of the grace of God in our daily walk.

Thus, Christian Ministries exists solely to help all me
experience the fullnes of the manifestation of Christ
in their life.

Check out the new
look o f our web

page:
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increase discussion of what the Lord is
revealing in your lives.

barryshepherd@wayofchrist.org
Contact: Barry Shepherd

Meet the Editors: Our prayer for
you is that the life of the Spirit would
enable you to hear the mystery of The
Word through this newsletter. How
precious it is when one learns that
Jesus Christ has set us free from
ourselves. God bless you today!
Would you like to share a testimony, a photograph or a
drawing expressing the active grace of God in your life?
Please email us.

Contact: Dale and Joy Simpson

www.wayofchrist.org

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL OFFICE
JAMES STONE D Min g
6819 McCUTCHEON RD.,
CHATTANOOGA, TN 37421

Phone: (423) 553-8210

Fax: (423) 899-8514

Email: james@wayofchrist.org
or christmin@aol.com

Check the monthly schedule and host home if
you wish to meet James.

www.wayofchrist.org/schedule.asp
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