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THE CURSE OF      
RELIGION: DYING 
WITHOUT GRACE 
(Part 2 ) 
 

 

Part 1 is in the October 2010 Issue. 

(1 Tim. 1:8-11). The legitimate 
use of the law exposes sin:”. . . 
nay, I had not known sin, but by 
the law .“ (Rom. 7:7). Not only 
does the law expose sin by the 
simple statement that this act or 
that act is sin, but it reveals sin 
in a much more fundamental 
and a much more detrimental 
way: “For sin, taking occasion by 
the commandment, deceived 
me, and by it slew me” (7:11). 
The legitimate use of the law 
does, indeed, expose sin. It is 
the illegitimate use of the law 
that brings death. The under-
standing  of this truth is vital to 
the reality of what it means to be 
Christian in the purest sense of 
Christianity. The reality of this 
truth is also fundamental to un-
derstanding the remaining 
verses of chapter seven. In es-
sence, the confusion that this 
seventh chapter of Romans has 
generated in so much of Christi-
anity originates simply because 
the issue of the law is com-
pletely ignored in most attempts 
to understand it. It is the issue of 
the law, in fact, that is the funda-
mental theme of this chapter. 
Out of the twenty-five verses of 
this chapter, the law is men-
tioned no less that twenty-eight 
times.                  (continued on page 3) 

In the process of building his case for 
being “married to Christ” and its con-
sequential life of newness of spirit in 
verses one through six of Romans 
chapter seven, Paul makes three 
rather derogatory statements con-
cerning the law. He states that the 
Christian who is now one with Christ 
had “become dead to the law. . .“ 
(7:4) and “. . . are delivered from the 
law. . .“ (7:6). Also, he states that 
when believers”... were in the flesh, 
the motions of sins, which were by 
the law, did work in [their] members 
to bring forth fruit unto death” (7:5). 

 

With such derogatory statements as 
“dead to the law” (7:4), “delivered 
from the law” (7:6) and “the motions 
of sins, which were by the law” (7:5), 
another legitimate question can be 
raised: “What shall we say then? is 
the law sin?” (7:7). Again, Paul gives 
a definite “God forbid” (7:7) with an 
additional six verses explaining why 
the law is not wicked. In fact, “. . . the 
law is good, if a man use it lawfully”  
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A Personal Note                                
from James 
 
The Colossians letter is one of the most provoca-
tive letters written by Paul. By bringing the focus 
back to Jesus the gospel in this letter can save 
you from needless failures and heartaches. 
Hearing Jesus in this Bible study can bring you 
into the real essence of what it means to experi-
ence the life of God, what it means to live in the 
simplicity of his message. 
 
Paul’s entire letter to the Colossians was written 
to proclaim Jesus Christ is the essence of all 
things. He wanted his first readers to not be 
moved from this hope of the gospel. His prayer 
for them was "that [they] might be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding . . ." (Col. 1:9). As the entire letter 
indicates, the knowledge of the Father’s will is to 
understand that Jesus Christ is the way of en-
trance and of continuance in experiencing the 
kingdom of God. 
 
For example, Paul proclaimed to the Colossians 
"Even the mystery . . . is made manifest to his 
saints; To whom God would make known what is 
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory" (Col. 1:26,27). Christ dwells within the be-
liever and God is confident that glory will be ex-
perienced in the believer because it depends not 
upon man but upon Christ .  Sadly, however, af-
ter man enters into the kingdom he keeps turning 
to something other than Christ for his hope.  

If this is your experience consider joining me on 
the webinar to hear more.  Here is part of a webi-
nar teaching that was shared recently in a home 
fellowship.  The webinar format is different be-
cause it is through the Internet, but this will give 
you an idea of what is shared.  

 

Listen to part 1 of 2 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=2gv7eGYuDEQ  

 

 

In Christ,   
James 



The illegitimate use of the law 
can be illustrated in verses nine 
and ten. Paul says, “For I was 
alive without the law once: but 
when the commandment came, 
sin revived, and I died. And the 
commandment which was or-
dained to life, I 
found to be unto 
death” (7:9, 10). 
Notice again the 
contrast of life 
and death in 
these verses. 
 
Paul was alive. 
The life to which 
Paul is referring 
is the life that 
originated out of 
the knowledge 
and the reality of 
being one with 
Christ. It is the 
abundant life of 
the statement of 
Jesus in “. . . I am come that 
they might have life, and that 
they might have it more abun-
dantly” (John 10:10). It is the 
“crown of life” of the statement 
of James in, “Blessed is the man 
that endureth temptation: for 
when he is tried, he shall receive 
the crown of life, which the Lord 
hath promised to them that love 
him” (James 1:12). It is the all 
things of the statement of Peter 
in, “According as his divine 
power hath given unto us all 
things that pertain unto life. . .“ 
(2 Pet. 1:3). It is the reign of the 
statement of Paul in, “For if by 
one man’s offence death 
reigned by one; much more they 
which receive abundance of 
grace and of the gift of right-
eousness shall reign in life by 

God forbid (7:13). Paul emphati-
cally states that the problem is 
not the law. Accordingly, he 
takes the next thirteen verses to 
explain the real culprit of the 
problem. 

 
Every Christian, at one time or 
another, can identify readily with 
Paul’s statement: “. . . for to will 
is present with me; but how to 
perform that which is good I find 
not. For the good that I would I 
do not: but the evil which I would 
not, that I do” (Rom. 7:18, 19). 
Likewise, the Christian who has 
come to terms with his struggle 
will also join with Paul and cry, 
“0 wretched man that I am! who 
shall deliver me from the body of 
this death?” (7:24). The struggle 
that is set forth in these state-
ments is the issue of every dying 
believer or church. For they are, 
in fact, the issue of what it 
means to be Christian, what it 
means to be human. The prob-
lem of man is obviously found in 
the statement of Paul “. . . I am 
carnal, sold under sin” (7:14). 
This statement and the conclud-
ing statements of this chapter 
relate to the struggle of attempt-
ing to do right in the context of 
the law. Verses fifteen through 
twenty-five are simply commen-
tary on verse fourteen. The 
struggle that is set forth in those 
verses occurs in man because 
he is born into this world a physi-
cal creature that soon turns to 
his own intellect for guidance. 
Without the quickening Spirit of 
God to be the essence of life, 
Paul, as with all men, is “carnal, 
sold under sin.” 

  (continued on page 4) 
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one, Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:17). 
The “I was alive” (7:9) of Paul is 
a reference to the quality of life 
he is experiencing in being one 
with Christ. It is not only life, but 
abundant life; not only life, but 
crown of life living; not only life, 

but the all things 
of life; not only 
life, but reigning 
in life. It is living 
in its ultimate re-
ality.  
 
It is this quality of 
life that is killed 
by the law. The 
commandment, 
more accurately 
the attempt to 
live by the com-
m a n d m e n t , 
brings death to 
the abundance 
(5:17) of the 
abundant life that 

is possible through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
The abundance of grace which 
produces this phenomenal qual-
ity of life is frustrated by the at-
tempt to live rightly by keeping 
the law. It is not the law, per Se, 
that kills abundant life, but rather 
the attempt of man to live the 
law in his own ability.  
 
Since “. . . the law is holy, and 
the commandment holy, and 
just, and good” (Rom. 7:12) and 
yet “. . . sin, taking occasion by 
the commandment, deceived 
[Paul], and by it slew [him]” 
(7:11), a logical question could 
be raised. Paul asks that ques-
tion, “Was then that which is 
good made death unto me?. . . “ 
(7:13). Again, the response is 

G R A C E  M E S S E N G E R  

(continued from page 1) 

 

It is not only life, 
but abundant life; 
not only life, but 

crown of life living; 
not only life, but the 
all things of life; not 
only life, but reign-
ing in life. It is living 

in its ultimate        
reality.  



The essence of this struggle is not the struggle of a Chris-
tian who has Christ living in him, the grace of God flowing 
through him, and the Holy Spirit controlling him. The strug-
gle of verses fifteen through twenty-five is a struggle of frus-
trated grace. It is the struggle of a believer who is fighting 
the warfare on the wrong front. He is attempting to do the 
good that he would in his own work-righteousness (Rom. 
7:19). But, because there can be no good thing come of his 
own efforts, he finds himself doing wickedness that he does 
not want to do. Religion kills because it always quenches 
the grace of God.   
 
The cry is always, “O wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death?” (Rom. 7:24). The 
answer is always, I thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; 
but with the flesh the law of sin. There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law 
of sin and death. For what the law could not do, in that it 
was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in 
the flesh: That the righteousness of the law might be ful-
filled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 
(Rom. 7:24-8:4) 
 
Because man attempts to keep the law in his own ability 
walking after his flesh, he experiences the curse of religion, 
dying without grace. 

find out the  Almighty  unto  perfec-
tion?"  (Job 11:7). With the question to 
that answer being no, Bible study aids 
that fail to address the unique Christian 
approach to learning are ineffective. Bi-
ble study aids must also deal with the 
core issue of the process of study itself.  
To come to a clear understanding of the 
unique approach to Christian learning, 
you must accurately ascertain one of the 
most misunderstood verses in the Bible: 
"Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth."  Most Bible study aids fail be-
cause of a misunderstanding of this 
verse. 

Since most Christians understand this 
verse as a command or an admonition 
by Paul to Timothy to study the Word of 
God, they think the act of study itself is 
the core of all Bible study aids.  What 
Paul is saying, however, is not putting 
the emphasis on study as is commonly 
understood.  He is telling Timothy the 
rightly handling of the word of truth will 
produce a workman who is approved by 
God.  He will not be ashamed of himself 
or of his work for he will have rightly 
handled the Word of God.  The success 
or failure of all Bible study aids rest in 
how the seeker handles Jesus, the living 
Word. 

Paul also seems to indicate that Bible 
study aids that are centered in man’s 
effort to seek God by his own study, his 
own skills, or his own acts of wisdom 
may actually hinder the process of find-
ing God.  He wrote, "For Christ sent me 
not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: 
not with wisdom of words, lest the cross 
of Christ should be made of none effect 
(1 Corinthians 1:17).  His own preaching 
was ". . . not with enticing words of 
man's wisdom . . . that . . . faith should 
not stand in the wisdom of men, but in 
the power of God" (1 Corinthians 2:4,5).  
Failing to know which of the Bible study 
aids are legitimate or not is essential to 
understanding the secrets of the Word 
of God. 

www.wayofchrist.org/bible-studies.asp 

As you  may know, The Way of Christ Web page pro-
vides many Bible study aids such as MP3’s, CD’s, 
DVD’s, as well as books and articles by Dr. Stone. In 
spite of this he says that there is a unique understand-
ing in seeking and studying the scripture and most of 
our studying actually hinders our process!  Why then 
do we provide Bible study aids? Read more on what 
Dr. Stone has to say on this: 

Bible study aids are numerous.  There is one, how-
ever, that is above all the rest.  It stands alone as the 
foundation for all understanding of the Scripture.  All 
Bible study aids must be grounded in the knowing of 
Jesus. 

Successful Bible study aids must answer the ques-
tion of how do you seek God.  For the Bible says, 
"Canst  thou by searching find out God? Canst thou   



FORTY DAYS TO 
INNER SPIRITUAL 
STRENGTH:  
Meditations in  
the Grace of  
God     
 
Ordering from 
Canada?      
Contact us 

Now you can listen to this book by audio! 
Download it from our Web page. 

The good news of God is the coming of Jesus into this world. It is His 
life, His teaching, his death, His resurrection, His  ascension, and His 
coming into the life of the believer.  
 

Ultimately, the good news is that man can have a personal  relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, a personal relationship with God Himself.   
 

Christian Ministries exists solely to help all people experience the full-
ness of the manifestation of Christ in their life. 

JAMES STONE D Min 
6819 McCUTCHEON RD., 
CHATTANOOGA, TN 37421  USA 
Phone: (423) 991-7630 

The Way of Christ Christian Ministries 
CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 
INTERNATIONAL OFFICE 

james@wayofchrist.org  or christmin@aol.com 

Weekly CD: 

Barry and  
Jennifer with                               
their children,                              
Kaitlyn Grace                                
& Gabriel James  
 
Christian Ministries  
offers a free  Weekly CD of  
Bible study for those who de-
sire to participate.   
  
Contact Barry Shepherd  
barrysheperd@wayofchrist.org 
 
We encourage you to share 
these CD’s with others in 
your community to increase 
discussion of what the Lord 
is revealing in your lives.   

Meet the Editors: Dale and Joy Simpson  

Our prayer for you is that the life of the Spirit 
would enable you to hear the mystery of the 
Word in this newsletter. We believe the Lord 
is revealing how the gospel of Jesus Christ is 

setting us free from ourselves.    
 

All International Pastors or Missionaries please 
reply to this email address:   
nyagali@gmail.com     

 

      God bless you today!    Dale and Joy SimpsonGod bless you today!    Dale and Joy SimpsonGod bless you today!    Dale and Joy SimpsonGod bless you today!    Dale and Joy Simpson 

Host (or Support) a Live Home Bible Study from ANYWHERE in the World!   
www.wayofchrist.org/bible-study-conference.asp 

Invite a few friends over for a Bible Study. Dr. Stone will join you live through 
the  Internet.  All you need is a computer, a  bible, and a few friends, family or 
neighbors.  It would be helpful if you had a webcam and microphone on your 
computer in order to interact live with James and the brothers and sisters, but 
not essential. 

 

Please seek the Lord if you would like to help sponsor a group or an individual to have access to this 
opportunity.  For More Information Contact: 

        Canada or International: nyagali@gmail.com       USA:  deelightful1206@gmail.com  


