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The Church Will Know the True Spirit
(1 John 4:1-6)

“Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
liberty. But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of
the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even
as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor 3:17,18). As one comes face to face
with Jesus as standing before a mirror, the glory of Jesus is reflected
in the believer by the Spirit of the Lord. It is the Holy Spirit that
transfigures, transforms, changes the believer. We need to
understand the work of the Holy Spirit in our life.

During the earthly ministry of Jesus, He took Peter, James, and John
up into a mountain apart from the crowd. While they were there
suddenly the face of Jesus began to shine as the sun. His
clothing became white as the light. They were witnessing
a transfiguration of Jesus: who He was in the true
essence of Himself, the Son of God, shining through
his robe of flesh in a moment of visible glory.

It is not a coincidence that Paul uses the same
word in his admonition to the Roman saints that
is translated transfigured in the experience of
Peter, James, and John with Jesus. Paul
stressed, “And be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (12:2).
The good, acceptable, and perfect will of God
occurs in the believer's life only when the mind
has been renewed. This restoring of the mind to
its original state of innocence is how the believer
experiences his transfiguration. Paul uses the same
word again in his Corinthian correspondence to tell how
this process actually occurs in those who are having their
mind renewed. He wrote, “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with

November 2009

open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the
Lord” (2 Cor. 3:17,18).

It is the Holy Spirit that transfigures, transforms, changes the believer.
As one comes face to face with Jesus as standing before a mirror, the
glory of Jesus is reflected in the believer by the Spirit of the Lord. The
Holy Spirit was sent by the heavenly Father for one reason, to reveal,
to produce His Son Jesus Christ in the lives of all men. It is the hope of
every man. As Paul stated to the Corinthians, “The first man [Adam] is
of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven. As is the
earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly,
such are they also that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image
of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly” (1 Cor.
15:47-49). We will be “conformed to the image of his Son” (Rom.
8:29).

The Holy Spirit is the means by which the Thought
(God, the Father) and the Expression (God, the Son) is
implemented into the created world.

Because the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father (the Spirit of God)
and from the Son (the Spirit of Christ) and speaks not of
Himself, His personality, a personal God, is often
misunderstood.

He is sometimes considered merely as a

substance, a blessing, a feeling, or an

influence. The Revelation of God, however,
reveals that the Holy Spirit has personal
traits just as the Father and the Son.

The early followers of Jesus
understood the personality of the Holy
Spirit.  They knew He also had
thoughts, emotions, and will. Paul wrote
to the Romans that “ . . he that
searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the
mind of the Spirit . ..” (8:27). The Holy
Spirit has mind. To the Ephesians, he
admonished, “And grieve not the Holy Spirit
of God” (4:30). The Holy Spirit has emotion.
In the Corinthian letter, Paul stressed, “But all
these worked one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to
every man severally as he will” (12:11). The Holy Spirit has a will.
He exhibits all the attributes of a personality. ~Continued on page 4
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God Dwelling Among the Church
(1 John 4:7-12)

It is within the realm of a seed falling to the ground to die in order
that it may be raised to newness of life that the challenges of life
exist. When man is taken to the end of a current moment of
existence, he is at the germinating point of life. The circumstances
which he is now facing bring his soul into the balance of heaven or
hell. What occurs in this time of judgment for man determines what
he experiences in his life. It will either be the coming forth of Jesus
or the coming forth of the beast within man.

The point of the germination of life, one’s current realm of
perceived existence being brought to an end usually by the
intrusion of another person, is the moment of judgment that all men
must face. Every man will find himself continually at the crossroads
of defending his current existence from the encumbrance of others
or willingly experience the death of that existence through the
control of his mind by the Spirit of God. The dying of this old
existence by the turbulence of another will always bring newness of
life, the coming of the Jesus, between the two participants.
Refusing or resisting that interference always brings greater
agitation and separation between the two. Every man stands before
the judgment seat of Christ in these challenging moments of life or
death.

Since created man has both the nature of the beast and the nature
of God within his make up, the challenge of life becomes very
simple. Either, we will live life willing to die, if necessary, to protect
our domain from others, or we will live life not resisting God in his
exposure of our domain for others. To live for ourselves (protecting
our survival and our rights) is beastly, but to live for others (not
defending ourselves and open for rejection) is divine.

As Peter said, concerning people experiencing the life of living for
others, “. . . ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of
him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light’
(2:9). He had just told them that “. . . as lively stones, [they were
being] built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” (2:5). It is
participating in the priesthood of life.

Being a priest is to offer sacrifices for others and to be the vessel
by which God reveals Himself to others. Every man is a priest by
the simple fact of being created by God to experience His life in
relationships. The original formation of man reveals the need of
another person to experience the fullness of life. Living for others is
not a conscious choice we make. It has been embedded in our
make up by the God who created us. This need for others (be it
pure or corrupt) is experienced by every human being.
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When the nature of the beast (the protection of what we have
created in an attempt to live life) rises to power, we will attempt to
serve our priesthood by safeguarding our own survival. It means
we will use others in an attempt to experience the life we have
created in our minds. If so, it is a priesthood (serving the need to
connect to others) but it is not a holy priesthood. It is corrupted
because we are using the object of our priesthood, other people,
for the survival of our created way of life.

The true priesthood of God takes on the nature of God. The nature
of God within man that propels him to not resist what God is doing
in his life, transforming him to the image of His Son Jesus Christ.
That transformation process occurs in the mystery and secret of
life, the willingness to be taken down by God to be raised to
newness of life for others. It is how the heavenly Jesus comes to be
experienced in the physical world.

The willingness to experience this priesthood is not a conscious
choice. It is the given fact of everything created. The free will of
man is not that he has freedom to choose for this priesthood to
happen or not to happen. Being taken down for the needs of others
is and always will be that which is happening because it is an
established fact of creation. Our world will be put down continually
because it is the nature of everything created—except the seed
falls to the ground and dies, new life cannot come.

The free will of man enables man to resist that process in his mind.
Man cannot resist the sovereign power of God. However, in the
realm of imagination, which is not real and has no validity, man
creates his own world in which he attempts to control his life. In that
realm, the fantasy world of make believe, man can resist God and
prohibit the process of being taken down.

Thus, when he faces trouble on every side, perplexities,
persecutions, and being put down, he will resist. In his mind (which
will be expressed in words), he will fight for the survival of his way
of life and protect his rights with malice, guile, deceit, jealousy, and
defamation. He is still being put down, but he satisfies himself that
he has kept himself standing. He has defended his actions and
change (new life) for him does not occur.

The holy priest of God, however, does not resist what God is doing
and actually submits to the other by suffering the affliction that is
being put on him. Forasmuch as Christ suffered for us in the flesh
that we might be saved, we arm ourselves with the same mind of
Christ that those which are causing us to suffer might be saved. (1
Peter 4:1) It is how spiritual sacrifices are made by the priests of
God. The interaction between people actually becomes the sacred
things of the heavenly temple. It is how God dwells among His
people in the spiritual house of God. It is the continual coming of
Jesus into our lives by the Holy Spirit. It is how the world sees God.
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Sharing by Joy Simpson

| wanted to share from my own life what this has come to mean:
“Every man will find himself continually at the crossroads of
defending his current existence from the encumbrance of others or
willingly experience the death of that existence through the control
of his mind by the Spirit of God.” Dr. Stone

When we got married, barely past our teen years, little did we know what
life had in store for us. In a few quick months we talked over our beliefs,
our goals, shared who we (thought we) were, and most of it fit together
like a glove. We came from very different backgrounds but Jesus was
alive and fresh in both our lives at that time. | really didn't know Dale, I just
knew his goals and beliefs and ideas about life. Soon after the wedding
date those idyllic beliefs mysteriously seemed to be overcome by “little
issues”. Things we hadn't thought of or discussed together were now big
issues! One liked a clean desk, the other had creative filing, one liked
spicy food, the other preferred bacon, one liked sci-fi movies better than
drama movies, one liked to run and the other preferred walking, one liked
it warmer, and on it goes! We hadn’t even thought of discussing these
things! But it was these things that seemed to be a problem, not the
“important” issues we had firmly agreed upon together! In the every day
life, now it was these issues that kept getting in the way of the larger
picture we had planned out. We were unaware of how God would use
these things in our life! One would think that the important issues we held
in common would cover everything else. But they didn’t seem to have any
impact on our day to day life. What did it mean to be Christian if we
seemed to be experiencing more gloom, despair and agony from our
circumstances? This didn’t seem right.

We don’t know which tool God will use. For some it is married life, for
some it is their work, for others it is their health, and for others it is their
children. How often was | faced with defending my existence because of
the trouble | perceived to be faced with in marriage? | wanted to defend
my opinion; take my stand on an issue because “l am right”. But to lay
that down and willingly experience “the death of that existence through the
control of my mind by the Spirit of God” is a place, that is not constant yet,
but God is taking me to. God is at work to will and to do....

| related to what Beth shared in the last newsletter about her roses being
pruned and cut back so that they could grow into what they were intended.
Without that pruning, the rose would never bloom. When | look back on
my life, I've had very little to do with those elements, the pruning, the
cutting back (the circumstances of life). But they have all been for my/our
growth to reflect the “Life” that is contained in the seed. Dr. Stone shares
about the seed going into the ground and then being broken in order for
the life of Jesus to come forth. Life is contained in Jesus, but it hasn’t
always been a happy, enjoyable experience like | assumed it would be at
the start of marriage. Little did we know that those very things that we
were struggling with were the very things God planted to cause the “rose
to bloom”.

How wonderful to know that God is in control no matter what situation we
find ourselves in. | wanted my circumstances and surroundings to be
without conflict; then | was happy. But true happiness in this world
originates in the “spiritual realm” regardless of the circumstances | find
myself in. Do | recognize this moment by moment? No. Not yet. But God
is taking us both there. Dr. Stone says, “In the current circumstances of
which | find myself, am | an ambassador of the earthly domain (gloom,
despair and agony from the circumstances) or am | an ambassador of the
heavenly domain (peace, joy, and a sense of justice from the Spirit
controlled mind)?0

Page3

Meeting Locations
Check the schedule first to see when James will be
speaking in a location close to you. Some groups meet
even if James is not in town, please contact the host.
www.wayofchrist.org/schedule.asp

DENNIS & BEVERLY
BRASCHER
DONIPHAN, MISSOURI
(573) 996-4876

PASTOR GENE BURNSED
ST GEORGE, GA
(904) 259-1851

PASTOR BILL PENTECOST  JOHN & WENDY DAY
PLANT CITY PIERRE PART, LA
(813) 727-0174 (504) 252-9468

GARY & TERRY GALLMAN ROBERT & SARA GEORGE
MAXTON, NC COLUMBUS, GA
(910) 844-9018 (706) 289-5104

LES & JOYCE GIDONS ~ JOEL & SANDRA KELLY
SANDERSON, FL SAVANNAH, GA
(904) 259-7365 (912) 772-4960

TONY LEDBETTER
CENTRAL AREA OF
ALABAMA
(205) 292-4988

W. L. & RUTH CHEATHAM
EL DORADO, AR
(870) 546-3566

JOE & BJ MATTARELLA
ATLANTA, GA
(770) 998-3262

PATRICK STORY
BROKEN ARROW, OK
(918) 357-5533

RICK & GLORIA MORRIS ERNST OEHLER
ST. PETERSBURG FL CURAGCAO, NETHERLAND
(727) 321-0351 ANTILLES

011-5900-767-2321

DARRON & JAMI
REPLOGLE
CATOOSA, OK
(918) 266-2562

BARRY & JENNIFER
SHEPHERD
ROCHESTER, MN
(507) 281-0940

FRANK & STARLENE
STEINER
ONTARIO, CANADA
(519) 725-7713

WANDA SMITH
FORT WAYNE, IN
(260) 747-3388

JOE CAMBRE
HAMPTON, AR
(87) 818-1588

Christian Ministries offers a
Weekly CD of Bible study for those
who desire to participate. We
encourage you to
with others in your community to
increase discussion of what the
Lord is revealing in your lives.
Contact Barry for more
information.
barryshepherd@wayofchrist.org

Contact: Barry Shepherd

You can download talks from Dr. Stone on MP3 format for

only $15 to listen to at your convenience.
www.wayofchrist.org/
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The Church will Know the True Spirit, continued from page 1

The Old and New Testaments experienced the Holy Spirit
functioning as a person. They saw Him as striving (Gen.6:3),
teaching (John 14:26), testifying (John 15:26), and reproving (Acts
9:31). He also guides (Rom. 8:14), comforts (Acts 9:31), helps
(Rom. 8:26), and sanctifies (Rom. 15:16). The Holy Spirit performs
activities that are ascribed only to personalities. Jesus, the
Revelation of God, emphasized the personhood of the Holy Spirit
when He promised, “And | will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever” (John
14:16). Just as Jesus was real among his followers so that they
heard Him with their ears, saw Him with their eyes, and touched Him
with their hands, so is the Holy Spirit real among believers also. The
Holy Spirit was to be among the believers just as Jesus had been
with them.

The Holy Spirit would be a personal companion, friend, teacher,
and guide as the visible Jesus. As Jesus is a real person, the
Holy Spirit is a real person possessing all the attributes and
activities of personality. He brings to consummation the working of
God in the physical world. The Thought of God and the Expression
of God are applied by the Holy Spirit to all creation. The Holy Spirit
is the Great Consummation of all the ages.

The Holy Spirit is how you have God
dwelling within you.

The gospel of Jesus Christ declares the grace of God
as the answer to all the struggles of life.
Unfortunately, fear, hurt, and pain do seem to grip our
lives far too often. Since we do seem to struggle in
life, the grace of God in the gospel of Jesus Christ is
the most crucial issue of Christianity.

Meet the Editors:

Our prayer for you is that the life of
the Spirit would enable you to hear
the mystery of The Word through
this newsletter. How precious it is
when one learns that Jesus Christ
has set us free from ourselves. God
bless you today!

Would you like to share a testimony, a photograph or a
drawing expressing the active grace of God in your life?
Please email us.

Contact: Dale and Joy Simpson

nyagali@gmail.com
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Christian Ministries

Why do two people sitting under the same
message respond so differently? Does God withhol
His revelation from one while allowing another to
receive it? Why does a particular passage of Scriptu
suddenly "leap off the page" and spealpowerful
revelation to one's heart although it has been reac
many times before? Does God delight in causing us
search continually while doling out nuggets of truth
only in bits and pieces?

Why does it seem so difficult to learn the ways 0
Gad? Does God have respect of persons? If not, wi
then, does it seem one person knows more or learn
faster than another?

There is an amazing paradox that is largel
unknown by most Christians in experiencing the
revelation of God. Jesus indicatethis "mystery" of
experiencing God when He said, . . . | thank thee,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hif
these things from the wise and prudent, and has
revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for so
seemed good in thy sight ...And he turned him unto
his disciples, and said privately, Blessed are the ey
which see the things that ye see: For | tell you, thg
many prophets and kings have desired to see thos
things which ye see, and have not seen them; and 1
hear those thingswhich ye hear; and have not heard
them. (Luke 10:21, 224)

Christian Ministries exists solely to help al
personsexperience the fullness of the manifestation of
Christ in their life.

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL OFFICE
JAMES STONE D Min

6819 McCUTCHEON RD.,
CHATTANOOGA, TN 37421

Phone: (423) 9917630

Fax: (423) 899-8514

Email: james@wayofchrist.org
or christmin@aol.com

Check the monthly schedule and host home if
you wish to meet James.
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