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In the mystery of the Expression 

of God, the emphasis of life is 

actually on the learning process 

rather than what is being 

learned. Mysteriously, it is the 

process of the learning experi-

ence itself that is the essence of 

life. For when one stops learn-

ing he begins to die, even 

though he now has a vast re-

source of things that have been 

learned. To continue to experi-

ence the rich, full, completed 

life, man must continually be a 

leaner (a disciple of Christ). 
 

Like the water that plunges over 

the falls, the  river of  life carries  
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It seems that many Chris-

tians find themselves won-

dering what has happened to 

the abundant life they once 

experienced. Their relation-

ship with Christ often stag-

nates and ceases to be an 

exciting adventure. Bored 

with their life, they fall to the 

temptation to find life some-

where else. It is not what  we 

have learned but the learning 

process itself that keeps life 

fresh and vital. 

every man to his destiny. 

Driven from deep within the es-

sence of their being, all men  

continually seek the fullest pos-

sible expression of life. Whether 

they understand  it or not, all 

men are on a journey, the jour-

ney to, through, and by Jesus, 

which  is the ultimate expres-

sion of life for mankind. 

 

Although this journey of life be-

gins with such hope and glory, 

it soon turns, quicker for some 

than others, to despair and 

shame. Most men, if not all 

men, eventually struggle with 

life because there is mystery in 

experiencing the rich, full, com-

plete life. Surprisingly, it is the 

pursuit of life by man that de-

stroys the life of God already 

given to him. 

 

Paul, of the first century believ-

ers summarized this profound 

truth when he wrote to the 

church in Rome. He said, ñ. . . 

the wages of sin is death; but 

the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ  our  Lordò 

(6:23). Man earns his hells (the 

wages of lost innocence). 

However,  he does  not merit   
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his heavens. The rich, full, 

abundant life is the unmerited 

gift of God. As Jesus said, 

ñYe have not chosen me, but 

I have chosen you . . .ò (John 

15:16). Mysteriously, the ful-

fillment of life for man comes 

not from the pursuit of life by 

man; rather, it comes from 

the pursuit of man by life. 
 

With the understanding that 

Jesus Christ is ñLife and 

Lightò of every man (John 

1:1-14; Acts 17:22-29; Isa. 

42:5; Prov. 20:27; and John 

14:6), the quest to know Him, 

then, becomes the challenge 

of life itself. Although most 

men do not comprehend this 

mystery, their desire to ex-

perience the rich, full, com-

plete life is a desire to know 

Jesus, who is the 

only source of life. 

Even though this 

inner craving of 

man is seldom 

fully realized, it is,  

nevertheless, the 

driving force that 

propels man to 

seek the fullest possible ex-

pression of life. Mysteriously, 

all men seek Jesus. They 

seek life, the life of God. 
 

Within this mystery of what it 

means to experience life, 

man finds himself struggling 

continually for his physical 

and/or emotional survival. 

Whether it is understood or 

not, every man is on a jour-

comes the greatest event of 

their lives. It becomes an excit-

ing challenge to live life in the 

learning of each other. For when 

both members of the relation-

ship are  continually experienc-

ing the growing process, the 

knowing of each other then be-

comes a never ending noble ad-

venture in the experiencing of 

life. The joy of life is always in 

the knowing, experiencing, of 

others. 
 

Moreover, the relationship that is 

formed between the man and 

the woman actually becomes 

greater than the sum of the two 

individuals. It radiates life not 

just to the two but to all those 

who ñmay lodge under the shad-

ows of it.ò This process of mov-

ing from the smallest of seeds to 

the greatest of herbs, the quest 

to know each other, as the quest 

to know Jesus, becomes the 

greatest event of life. 
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ney, a spiritual journey 

to experience the 

quickening power of 

life itself. It is as a 

grain of mustard seed, 

which, when it is sown 

in the earth, is less 

than all the seeds that 

be in the earth: But 

when it is sown, it 

growth up, and be-

cometh greater than 

a l l  herbs ,  and 

shooteth out great 

branches; so that the 

fowls of the air may 

lodge under the shad-

ows of it. (Mark 4:31,32) 
 

The knowing of Jesus is a 

journey that moves the 

seeker or learner of life from 

an understanding that is ñless 

than all the seeds 

that be in the 

earthò to become 

ñgreater than all 

h e r b s ,  a n d 

shooteth out great 

branches.ò The 

quest to know Je-

sus is the quest to 

know the rich, full, completed 

life. Life in this journey to Je-

sus can be illustrated by the 

germinating relationship be-

tween a man and a woman. 

When the relationship begins, 

it, too, is like the smallest of 

seeds planted in oneôs life. 

Yet, if the relationship is al-

lowed to grow to maturity, the 

process, the growing together 

of two to become one, be-

GR A C E M E S S E N G E R 

The Journey to Jesus in the Church  (Conôt.) Note from the Editors:   Upon reading these 

words of Paul, "For though I be free from all men, 

yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might 

gain the more"   (1 Cor. 9:19), many of us think of  

Dr. Stone as he  travels every week from city to city 

sharing the  gospel  of  Jesus Christ:  Did you know 

that they live in complete freedom from any or-

ganization, or  religious affiliation? 

If you have been encouraged by our brother through 

his visits to your home, your church group, through 

this newsletter, or his books and CD's, please seek 

the Lord about contributing to this ministry that 

they would be encouraged as they give all, we 

would know "... no one can lay any foundation other 

than the one that has been laid; that foundation is 

Jesus Christ."  (1 Corinthians 3:11) 

Joy and Dale Simpson 
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The joy of life is 

always in the 

knowing,            

experiencing,  of 

others.  
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The successful achieving of this journey to life 

is uniquely Christian. It is intricately involved in 

the experiencing or knowing of life, as set forth 

by Jesus. In the mystery 

of the Expression of God, 

the emphasis of Life is 

actually on the learning 

process rather than what 

is being learned. This is 

not to say that what is be-

ing learned or being ex-

perienced is not impor-

tant. Rather, it is to imply 

that how one learns what 

is being learned is more 

important. 
 

Mysteriously, it is the 

process of the learning 

experience itself that is the essence of life. For 

when one stops learning he begins to die, even 

though he now has a vast resource of things 

that have been learned. Incredibly, tragically, it 

has always been the people of God, the people 

who has once learned (experienced) God, who 

eventually experience death. The relationship 

between most believers and Christ, as with 

most relationships between men and women, 

stagnate and cease to be an exciting adven-

ture. They become stale and lifeless. Sadly, 

their lives become a deadly boredom that sub-

jects the individuals to the temptation to find life 

somewhere else. 
 

For the Christian, as with the man and the 

woman, to experience continual (perpetual, 

eternal) life, life must not be attempted by living 

in past experiences, as glorious as they may 

be. For abundant life is not based upon what 

has happened but rather upon what is now be-

ing experienced. Continual, abundant life can 

be found only in the current learning of Christ, 

only in being a disciple of Jesus. A learner 

(disciple) of Christ is not one who has learned 

something (such as a glorious truth or even a 

glorious experience) and then attempts to live 

life based upon that knowledge or event. 

Rather, it is to base life upon  the learning proc- 

ess itself.  Simply stated, a disciple of Christ  is 

a learner, as opposed to being one who has 

learned. Eternal (perpetual) life is to experience 

the perpetual learning of Jesus. Jesus 

spoke of this mystery of the continual 

learning process, when He said, ñIs a 

candle brought to be put under a 

bushel, or under a bed? and not to be 

set on a candlestick? For there is noth-

ing hid, which shall not be manifested; 

neither was any thing kept secret, but 

that it should come abroad. If any man 

have ears to hear, let him hear. And he 

said unto them, Take heed what ye 

hear; with what measure ye mete, it 

shall be measured to you; and unto you 

that hear shall more be given. For he 

that hath, to him shall be given: and he 

that hath not, from him shall be taken 

even that which he hath.ò (Mark 4:21-25)  Fail-

ure to experience the perpetual, contented life 

is not a problem of the amount of knowledge 

obtained but rather a problem of failing to ex-

perience the learning process itself continually. 
 

With the coming of the Jesus, all that is neces-

sary for the experiencing of the continual, per-

petual life has been manifested. Nothing has 

been held back by the Father in the giving of 

His Son. Obviously, however, since His coming, 

there have been many who have not experi-

enced that abundant life. Moreover, there are 

many who have experienced the vibrant, victori-

ous life of Christ but now have lost their vitality 

(ñhe that hath not, from him shall be taken even 

that which he hathò). They no longer experience 

the wealth of the life that should be in Christ. 
 

The continual experiencing of the learning proc-

ess, continually having an ear to hear, produces 

the continual experiencing of the abundant life 

(ñfor he that hath, to him shall be givenò). On 

the other hand, if the hearing ear becomes 

deaf, the believer not only stops hearing but he 

loses the vibrant, victorious life he was experi-

encing. Failing to hear continually, he begins to 

die. 

(Continued on the last page) 

 

 

Abundant life is 
not based upon 

what has  
happened but 

rather upon what 
is now being   
experienced.  



the trials of life) is not  one of 
good versus wickedness, but 
rather the struggle of Christi-
anity is one of good versus 
good. The moral man, one 
who understands that it is 
best for the good of society 
as well as for his own good to 
live by some kind of moral 
code, struggles with a good 
versus wickedness dilemma. 
Although good must be done 
for the welfare of the individ-
ual and society, wickedness 
always seems to rise to mar 
the good intentions of the 
moral man. 
 
Christians, however, in the 
purest sense of the term, do 
not struggle with the issue of 
good and wickedness. Al-
though in reality many believ-
ers readily admit that most of 
their battles transpire on the 
level of trying to keep from 
doing wickedness; the war-
fare of Christianity is fought at 
a much higher plane. Wicked-
ness, and the preceding 
struggle to conquer the temp-
tation to do wickedness, only 
occurs in the life of the Chris-
tian after the battle of good 
versus good has already 
been fought and lost by the 
Christian. 
 
Christians, by the very fact 
that they are in a sin contami-
nated world and have ñ. . . 
this treasure in earthen ves-
sels. . .ñ (2 Cor. 4:7), will al-
ways be in the process of 
fighting spiritual battles. Un-
fortunately, however, most 
Christians fight their battles 

on the wrong front. Instead of 
fighting the warfare on the high 
plain of holiness, most believ-
ers find themselves fighting the 
war on the level of sin (to sin or 
not to sin). The struggle be-
comes  a  good -ve rsus -
wickedness confrontation, 
whereas it should be a good-
versus-good issue. 
 
Christians should be holy and 
should not be struggling with 
sin. The struggle with sin oc-
curs only after the believer has 
lost the battle on the plane of 
holiness. Something has to oc-
cur in the life of the believer 
that moves him out of the realm 
of Spirit controlled living before 
an act of sin can occur. An act 
of sin does not cause the be-
liever to fall from holiness; the 
fall from holiness allows sin to 
occur. 
 
What is it that moves man off 
the plane of holiness? Sin 
(wickedness) cannot occur 
where the Holy Spirit controls, 
Christ lives, and grace flows, 
producing the plane of holiness. 
Something has to move the be-
liever off the plateau of holiness  
before  sin  can happen.   
 
 
(This meditation will conclude in 
the next issue.  You can also 
read other meditations if you  
order the book yourself.)   
 
www.wayofchrist.org/grace -of

-god -book.asp   
 
This book will soon be available 

by download and by audio.  
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 T a k e n  f r o m  t h e  n e w  b o o k ,  M e d i t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  G r a c e  o f  G o d   

V O L U M E 2 ,  I S S U E 5  

I   am crucified with 
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the live which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave Himself for me.   
(Gal. 2:20)  

THE STRUGGLE OF BEING 

CHRISTIAN: GRACE, NOT 

SELF, OVERCOMES SELF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There is not a temptation, trial, 

or test that does not immedi-

ately bring the Christian into a 

dilemma. This dilemma is, in-

deed, the very essence of 

what it means to be Christian. 

It is not only the reality of be-

ing a member of the body of 

Christ in the corporate sense 

of the gathered Church, but, 

much more importantly, the 

reality of identifying with the 

body of Christ in death, resur-

rection, ascension and return. 

When the Christian comes 

face to face with the dilemma, 

there will be opposing forces 

of energy at work in the be-

liever. The Christian will be en-

ergized either by the self-life or 

the Christ-life, the natural or 

the supernatural, the flesh-

image or the divine-Image. 
 

It is imperative that the be-

liever understands that the di-

lemma (the struggle which oc-

curs when the Christian faces  
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As Paul implied, man has been 
created as such that ñ[he has] 
this treasure [Life in Christ] in 
earthen vessels, that the excel-
lency of the power [the capability 
to produce life] may be of God, 
and not of [man]ò (II Cor. 4:7). 
The power to produce life never 
becomes an attribute of the ves-
sel. It always remains with the 
source of life, the Treasure 
within the vessel. It is only the 
continual hearing of the Treas-
ure that enables the vessel to 
experience the continual life he 
seeks.  
 
When this mystery is understood 
and experienced, the individual 
does not have to wait to the end 
of the journey to enjoy the life he 
so desperately craves. The jour-
ney itself becomes the means of 
the rich, full, complete life. 

The Journey to Jesus in the 

Church ƽÃÏÎƦÔƚÆÒÏÍ ÐÁÇÅ ʮƾ 

The Way of Christ   
CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL OFFICE 

www.wayofchrist.org 
Phone: (423) 991-7630 

james@wayofchrist.org 
or christmin@aol.com 

The good news of God is the coming of Jesus into this world. It is 

His life, His teaching, his death, His resurrection, His  ascension, 

and His coming into the life of the believer.  

Ultimately, the good news is that man can have a personal  rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ, a personal relationship with  God Him-

self.   

Christian Ministries exists solely to help all people experience the 

fullness of the manifestation of Christ in their life. 

 

Join the Facebook Group under this name:  

Dr. James Stone: The Way of Christ Ministry 

Weekly CD:  

Barry and  
Jennifer with                               
their children,                              
Kaitlyn Grace                                
& Gabriel James  
 
Christian Ministries  
offers a  Weekly CD  of    
Bible study for those who 
desire to   participate.   
  
Contact Barry Shepherd   
barrysheperd@wayofchrist.org 

We encourage you to share 
these CDôs with others in 
your community to in-
crease discussion of what 
the Lord is revealing in 

your lives.   

Meet the Editors: Dale and Joy Simpson  

Our prayer for you is that the life of the Spirit would 

enable you to hear the mystery of the Word in this 

newsletter. We believe the Lord is revealing how the 

gospel of Jesus Christ is setting us free from our-

selves. If you would like to share a personal testimony, a picture, 

or piece of art in a monthly newsletter, please email us. 

nyagali@gmail.com    God bless you today!     

Download Bible Studies on 

the Grace of God  

www.wayofchrist.org/bible-studies.asp 

 

Are you satisfied with life?  Are you happy? Are you 

frustrated in a situation? Are you experiencing peace 

that passes understanding?  Jesus will break through 

to you so that you can understand the ways of life. As 

you  listen to Dr. Stone sharing you will find the Lord    

changing how you think. Jesus will renew your mind.  

 

Download the file to your computer or MP3 player.   
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