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Innocence of Mind

The secret of the rich, full, and contented life is always in
the simple living of life. Since there is mystery in the living
of that life, man rarely, if ever, experiences the life he so
desperately desires. A quick, honest look at one’s existence
reveals a life that falls far short of the expectations of the
continual good life. Regardless of his efforts, man always
seems to fall short of perfection, the complete life.

Failing to grasp the truth of living in God’s grace, man
spends his days in an abnormal existence. This abnormality
(experiencing life less than God intended it to be) is so
consistent that man has come to accept it as the norm. This
false norm has become so entrenched in man’s mind that it
prohibits him from rising above the all-too-frequent hells of
his life. Having never experienced the rich, full, good life of
God’s grace, man fails to perceive the hell he is
experiencing until it is too late.

Unfortunately, most people, including most modern
Christians, struggle in life because they never get past the
simple, yet profound, challenge of grace and its revelation.
Grace seems to be consistently bestowed in vain (2 Cor. 6:1)
or is frustrated (Gal. 2:21). Most believers experience the
frustration of grace by their own attempt to live for God
(attempting to live in and through the deeds of their lives)
rather than to live in God (living in harmony with the
outworking of grace that produces the deeds of their lives).
They are their own worst enemy.

For man to experience the life he desires, he must be drawn
from behind the barriers he has created for self-preservation.
Fearing rejection, he has hidden the real essence of himself.
He has entered into relationships, but usually only for his
perceived needs. He seldom, if ever, experiences the
perfecting supernatural relationship of life. He does not
understand the connections of life.

Since all men are social creatures, what it means to be a
human being is found only in the interaction of at least two
people. An individual comes to know and to understand
himself only as he sees himself reflected in the lives of
others. The reflections that come back to him from the

May 2009 L
el

Inside this Issue
1 Innocence of Mind
2  Christian Ministries Fellowship Weekend
3 Sharing by Lynn Wenzel
4 Contact and Christian Ministries Information

people with whom he is interacting are the sole basis for
his sense of identity.

With his personal identity at stake, the right relationship
is of the utmost importance if the good life is to be
experienced. Unfortunately, natural man consistently
fails to experience the true connecting links of life that
gives a sense of wholesomeness. Unless his
relationships get past the basic pleasure and utility
needs, he will never experience the acceptance, the
approval, and the affection he so desperately desires.

There is mystery in experiencing the connections of life.
The good life can never be experienced if the
individuals of a relationship live only unto themselves.
For connecting links of life to be experienced, the
participants of the relationship must move away from
the selfish desires of individuality. As Jesus said,
“Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it
abideth alone.” Living unto one’s self, using others to
attempt to fulfill a perceived need, always produces
abiding alone.

In the mysteries of baptism lies the secret of
experiencing the good life. Wondrously, the exciting,
abundant life does not come from aggressively pursuing
life. It occurs in not resisting being taken to the end of
oneself in order that new life might be raised out of the
baptism of death. Creation tells this same story over and
over again: spring comes out of winter, sunrise comes
out of midnight, and the rose comes out of the planting
of the seed. Life always comes out of death.

As the providence of God’s grace takes each person to
the seedtime of life, Jesus must become the essence of
the person’s life. For only Jesus will say in those
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planting times, “Now is my soul troubled; and what
shall | say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this
cause came [ unto this hour” (John 12:27). Every other
person, when faced with this baptism unto death, will try
to control the times and the seasons of harvest.
Attempting to take control of circumstances, the person
participates in the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil. The glory of the harvest however comes
only in the innocence of the mind, only when Jesus
controls the mind of the person.

These three foundational truths of Christianity that
produces the rich, full, contented life can be
summarized: The good life is always in, by, and through
the grace of God; the good life is always experienced in
the interaction of relationships; and the good life is
always encountered in the innocence of mind.

These three noble truths of Christianity are clothed in
the mystery of God’s will. The earliest recorded history
of God’s interaction in the physical world revealed the
creation of male and female. They were distinct
individuals yet each existed in their completion only
through the other.

The mystery of God’s will continued to be revealed with
the incomprehensible gathering of all ethnic groups,
genders, and statuses of life into a kingdom where there
is neither Jews nor Greeks, males nor females, masters
nor slaves. The mystery of God’s will concluded with
the mystery of mysteries, the manifestation of the risen
Christ coming into the world of men to bring order out
of disorder, harmony out of disharmony, and atonement
out of separation. The outworking of the will of God in
man has always been a mystery to man.

The essence of the mystery lies in the fact that man is a
flesh and blood creature that has been quickened or
animated by the Spirit of God. Being a creature of two
different natures, he is caught in a world of physics yet
the essence of life is nonphysical. In other words, man
always experiences life in a physical setting yet it is
never the physical setting that produces the life that is
being experienced.

With the fleshly mind of man given the capability to
interact with intellectual thoughts, emotional feelings,
and willful acts, the human experience is grounded in
knowledge of the Divine. Man can know, appreciate,
and worship the God who created him. The magnificent
sensory network of his body (seeing, hearing, tasting,
smelling, and touching) allows him to experience the
glory and the power of the life of God, the heavenly
realm, in the world of the earthly realm.
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You are invited to join
The "Christian Ministries Fellowship™
July 17-19, 2009
(Friday evening to Sunday noon)
Doniphan, Missouri, USA

Motels to book for the weekend:

Days Inn -- (800) 325-2525 or (573) 996-2400
Northend -- (573) 996-2164 (the least expensive
motel, remodeled and clean)

Current River Inn -- (573) 996-4018

It is the reality of experiencing the heavenly in the earthly
that not only enables man to know the spiritual with his
mind, but it also gives the opportunity for the fleshly to
dominate the spiritual in his mind. The same interaction of
intellectual thoughts, emaotional feelings, and willful acts
that make it possible to know, to appreciate, and to worship
God brings with it the possibility of that intellect, emotion,
and will to turn from God in his mind. The capability of
knowing what the mind is experiencing automatically gives
the mind the possibility to interpret what it is experiencing.

Being capable of interpreting what he is experiencing
enables man to not only know, appreciate, and worship God
but also to misinterpret his experiences. It is this
susceptibility to misinterpret that gives man the possibility
to perceive that he can actually control his experiences.
Desiring control, he then moves into the illusion that he is
responsible for his life. The ultimate illusion of man is the
belief that he can make life happen by the power of his own
thinking, in the activities of his mind.

When man attempts to control life, man’s intellect through
the sensing network becomes the center of his existence.
The living or the experiencing of life itself then becomes
the object of his existence. Moreover, when life becomes
the object of man’s existence by the use of the mind in the
attempt to control life, the simplicity of life is lost. He no
longer lives life in the innocence of a child. Man has fallen.
He has lost the innocence of his mind and the good life is
no more. Continued on page 4.
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Sharing by Lynn Wenzel
Master and Lord

John 13:13 You call me
Master and Lord: and ye
say well; for so I am.

What does it mean to have Jesus as Master and Lord? Can we
say this? Do we know Jesus as Lord and Master? Master is the
teacher. Lord is all Supreme. As He draws us to Himself He is
becoming Lord and Master of my life.

Recently the Lord is teaching me about being my teacher, being
my Lord...Lord over all!

My hearts desire is for Jesus to be seen in my life; the fruits of
His Spirit being seen in my life. It isn’t about being visible on
paper or in forums in what | do, but His life manifested with
power in my life. The Lord took the most inopportune moment
to teach me this lesson of WHO IS LORD and MASTER.

This past weekend I had family over for Easter dinner. | am one
of those people who usually like to have the preparations done
well ahead of the meal and everything ready. The last few
minutes is always a little more challenging as everything needs
to come together at once to keep warm and placed on the
table. It was meal time and | had forgotten to make the juice
and have it poured in the juice glasses, so | asked Kent (my
husband) to make it. Kent has a very giving and servant heart
and always helps when asked. He made the juice and said, “I
am going to leave it in the fridge so it can get cold”, | said “NO, |
want it on the table, now, please! He said He wanted to bring
it out at the last minute to keep it cold as long as possible.
Immediately, under pressure to get the meal on the table, and
other things to deal with, | turned to him and said “Kent, this is
my kitchen, | am in charge! Please do as | ask! Kent put the
juice on the table. | was in charge of MY kitchen!

Meanwhile, my daughter and Kent’s' cousin were having a
conversation on their own, but could also hear and view my
“not so nice attitude”. | saw them look at each other as to say
“Oops, we are caught in the middle of this conversation,” and
said nothing. As soon as the words were said and | looked at
them and my heart sank. It immediately occurred to me what
had just taken place but | continued on. While | was getting
ready to serve the meal, | bumped a glass of grape juice and it
spilled all over my nice tablecloth. | cleaned it up quickly and
again, | continued on knowing what had just occurred. The
thought came to me “Oh so you want to be in control, do you?”
Sheepishly, | put it out of my thoughts until in the middle of the
night, the Lord woke me up, and said quietly to me “So, this
kitchen is yours? | thought it was mine! You are just the
caretaker, of it! Do you want to be in control or do you want

me to be in control, to be your life, to be seen in you?” | was
being humbled, by the hand of God. Self was taken down,
humbled by Jesus! | was awake all night as the Lord dealt with
my attitude.

Yes, He does care, in every little detail; He wants to be all, to be
my teacher, (master) and Lord. It was very humbling when |
had to go and apologize for my bad behavior to Kent, his
cousin, and our daughter. No one likes to be shown their faults,
or for that matter, share it with others. It is very humiliating,
but it is also very rewarding when relationships can grow
through it. It is His love being produced in me, kindness to
come forth instead of “words” of control, or ownership and
understanding Who is in charge of my life. This is God working
in me.

To have Him as Lord and Master means, He wants to be my
Lord and my teacher in everything down to the smallest detail.
"l foresaw the Lord always before my face, for He is at my
right hand, that | may not be shaken. Therefore my heart
rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; moreover my flesh also will
rest in hope". He wants to be my life with His fruits being
produced in me: less of me, more of Him. He is my Lord, this is
His work He is doing in me. | am asking Him more and more,
when | don’t understand, and even if | think | do understand,
for Him toreveal Himself through the trials, through
my interactions with others. Oh, | don’t like it when this selfish,
flesh is shown, but | am realizing He is the one to mold and
prune me to His likeness.

Going through this was a very good lesson. He wants to be my
life, my very breath, and as a parent trains up a child, | too am
being taught by the best of teachers, being humbled by the
hand of God so that He can come forth in me!! Out of death,
comes life. J e s us | amaconde:that'you mighK I @S
FYyR aL FY (G4KS gFex GKS { NIz

you have a Facebook account?
, you are welcome to join the

p called Growing in Christ

This Facebook Group is an open forum for
discussion, questions or thoughts of what God has
taught you or is showing to you. You can share a

verse, an experience, lessons learned, or maybe you
are just discouraged and need a place to share
without condemnation or judgment. We all can
benefit from what the Holy Spirit is teaching us.
For more information, please contact:

or

Please note that James Stone is not a Facebook member.
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Mysteriously, life is not the object of man’s existence in which he attempts to produce
life. Life is the subject, or the substance of man’s existence itself. Man must not
attempt to produce life. He must let life produce him. Living in harmony with life,
living in harmony with what God is doing, is the path to the good life. Coming to
understand the ways of life (the three noble truths of Christianity), through the
revelation of Jesus Christ is the secret of the rich, full, completed life.

The actual mechanics of man’s creation caused man to become a creature of two worlds.
Being formed out of the dust of the ground, he is of this earthly realm. He is a temporal,
flesh and blood person. When God breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, he began
to experience the heavenly realm. With the breath of life being the Spirit of God, man
experienced the eternal, spiritual essence of life. Through the mysteries of the
incarnation, man became a flesh and blood vessel quickened or animated by the Spirit of
God.

Although man has a corruptible, dishonorable, weak, and natural body, he can
experience the incorruptible, glorious, powerful, and spiritual reality of the life of God.
His mortality can be swallowed up by God’s immortality. Being set free from the
control and influences of the earthly realm, he can experience the life of the heavenly
realm. Although clothed in a fleshly tabernacle, he can be a spiritual being (2 Cor. 5:1—
4).

The mind of man can be set free from man’s earthly tabernacle. With each believer
receiving the Spirit of adoption, whereby he can cry Abba, Father (Rom. 8:15), he can
expect fully the redemption of his body. With redemption meaning ransom in full, or
riddance, the believer can experience freedom from the control of his earthly house of
his tabernacle (2 Cor. 5:1). The believer can be rid of the control of his flesh.

Man can continually experience the realm of the Spirit unless he falls to the deception
that he can direct his life by the exercise of his mind. Being deceived that he is free to
make choices for good or evil, man is then forced to live by the choices he makes. The
exercise of man’s mind has always produced his hells, has always produced the
existence of being controlled by the earthly realm.

Man was created with a free will, but it is not the freedom to choose good or evil. The
perception that man’s freedom is the ability to choose good or evil is actually the
product of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. It is not that man cannot choose.
He can, but his choices that occur in his mind always take him down and away from
God.

The events of salvation are the story of what God does for man in spite of man. Man’s
intellect, once his glory but now his shame (Phil. 3:19), has such control over him that
his mind has to be brought into captivity. His mind must be brought under control in
order for him to be returned to the age of his innocence.

The intellect of man not only has to be conquered by Jesus, but man has to be dragged
back to God and driven to others to experience the manifestation of Jesus in his life.
Jesus Christ is the only way that the exercise of the mind, that which produces evil
(John 9:41), can be conquered. Every man must be saved from the contamination of his
warped or perverted age. He must be saved from the thinking of natural man.

The Father has sent his Son into the world of the believer to baptize him with the Holy
Spirit. Jesus came to overcome man and to save him from himself thereby restoring the
mind to what it was before the fall. The good life that everyone desires only occurs
when we become as little children and experience life in the innocence of our mind.
The secret of the rich, full, and contented life is always in the simple living of life.

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES
INTERNATIONAL OFFICE
JAMES STONE DMin
6819 McCUTCHEON RD.,
CHATTANOOGA, TN 37421
Web Page:
www.wayofchrist.org
Phone:
(423) 553-8210
Fax:
(423) 899-8514
Email:
james@wayofchrist.org
or christmin@aol.com

You are always welcome t
meet James when travels
to your aea!

Please check the web page
for the monthly schedule and
then contact the host home.

Christian Ministries offers a
Weekly CD of Bible study for
those who desire to participate.
We encourage you to share thes
CD6s with other
to increase discussion of what t
Lord is revealing in your lives.

Contact Barry Shepherd

Editors: Our prayer for you is that th
life of the Spirit would enable you to
hear the mystery of The Word throug
this newsletter. How precious it is w
one learns thalesus Christ has set |
free from ourselves! God bless yoU
today! Contact Editors
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