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Christ-Centered Church
2 John 1:1-13

God came down to the material
world in the form of a man. In do-
ing so, he revealed himself on the
physical, as opposed to the spiri-
tual, realm. By this self-imposed
disclosure, he made himself
known in the earthly, as opposed
to the heavenly, domain. God
took on the robe of flesh that all
flesh might experience (to know)
the God who is the Creator of all
things.

Since | am a Christian, | believe
the ultimate expression of God
coming down to the material world
occurred in a man we now know
as Jesus of Nazareth. Born of
humble origins over 2,000 years
ago, he spent the days of his life
virtually unknown by the world of
his generation. His simple life was
brought to a climatic end when he
was put to death like a common
criminal. Then, the miracle of
miracles occurred. He was resur-
rected from the dead and as-
cended back to heaven, beyond
the earthly domain.

Jesus: The Ultimate Revelation of God
The man Jesus, his birth, life,
death, resurrection, and ascen-
sion, is the ultimate revelation of
God to the physical, earthly realm.
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He is the Christ--the anointed
One, the means by which the
created universe experiences
God. He is the ultimate expres-
sion of God in the world.

If 1 am to know God and his
ways in this earthly realm, | must
experience the Christ. | must
come to know Jesus intimately.
The Expression of God must
become my breath and my heart
-beat--my all in all.

| believe experiencing Jesus
brings all the treasures of wis-
dom and knowledge of the ways
of God. What he says is always
consistent with the nature of his
being, his words can be trusted.
They reveal all the essence of
an infinite God that can be com-
prehended by a finite mind. His
expression is defined as the
words of eternal life.

In one of the most dynamic
verses in all the Bible, John
opens his gospel with, “In the
beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.” John is simply
stating that the Word has always
existed with God. Not only exist-
ing with God but the Word also
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Christ-Centered Church (continued from page 1)

Christ?0o

“What think ye of Christ?” is the critical
question of life. It was a question that
Jesus Himself raised to a group of
Pharisees. The Pharisees answered
Jesus with “The Son of David.” To
which, Jesus said, “How then doth
David in spirit call him Lord . . . .” Jesus
then added, “If David then call him Lord,
how is he his son?” The gospel writer
then recorded, “And no man was able to
answer him a word . . . .” The nature of
Jesus, the Christ, is a truth that cannot
be comprehended by man’s logic or
reason. It is a truth produced only by the
revelation of God through Jesus Christ
Himself. So, | ask you, “What think ye of

with God. In verse
fourteen of Chapter 1,
John calls the Word “. .
. the only begotten of
the Father.” In verse
eighteen of the same
chapter, he calls the
Word, “. . . the only
begotten Son, which is
in the bosom of the

Father . . . .” In John
3:16, he states, “. . .
God so loved the

world, that he gave his
only begotten Son .. .”

Jesus: The Son of God
In John 3:18, John
proclaims Jesus to be

from the beginning was God.
Then, thirteen verses later, John
states, “And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and
we beheld his glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Fa-
ther) full of grace and truth.” Fi-
nally, John closes his book by
stating that it was written that
the readers “might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God....

John uses specific terminology
to explain this special relation-
ship that Jesus of Nazareth had

“. .. the only begotten
Son of God.” The Word of God
reveals three different kinds of
sons of God. Luke 3:38 states
that Adam was the son of God.
It was sonship by creation. Ro-
mans 8:14,15 proclaims, “For as
many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God.
For ye have not received the
spirit of bondage again to fear;
but ye have received the Spirit
of adoption.” It is sonship by
adoption.

Jesus Christ is not the Son of
God because he was created

Download Bible Studies on the Grace of God

Galatians, Romans, Job,

Audio Bible
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Listen to Dr. Stone sharing on: Conquering your adversary,
eter, Basic Bible Beliefs and much
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to download the file to your computer or
MP3 player.
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like Adam. He is not the son of God
because he was adopted like be-
lievers who are led of the Spirit.
Jesus Christ is the Son of God be-
cause he is the same essence as
God. He is eternally in the “bosom
of the Father.” Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, had no beginning. He
was begotten of God by a birth that
never took place. He is always the
same nature as God.

John uses the term begotten to
state that the Son is the same es-
sence as his Father yet does not
use the term to imply that the son
ever experienced a birth: “In the
beginning was the Word, and Word
was with God, and the Word was
God.”  Finally, John called the
Word, “. . . the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father.
It is sonship by begottenness.

Jesus: The power and the glory

The first fourteen verses of John
reveal the power and the glory of
Jesus Christ. The eternal existence
of the Word, from everlasting to
everlasting, was made flesh. The
natural union of the Father and the
Son, a union not by birth, not by
creation, not by adoption, was
made flesh. The absolute deity of
the Son, the power, the originator
of all creation, was made flesh. The
life and light of men, quenching the
imperfect lights of the Old Testa-
ment, (verses 4-9) was made flesh.
The power and the authority to
grant eternal life, sons of God not
of natural descent, not of human
decision, not of a husband’s will,

b Yut o 8f IGodBwad rhaBe fiSsh.

John is gaying with all the pro-
fom‘%@nés? of the truth itself that the
eternal Son of God, the Creator of
all the universe, the true light, the
giver of eternal life was made flesh.
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John proclaimed He “dwelt among us” as Jesus of
Nazareth--the Christ. To which, Jesus said, “How
then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The
Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,
till I make thine enemies thy
footstool?” Jesus then
added, “If David then call
him Lord, how is he his
son?” The gospel writer
then recorded, “And no man
was able to answer him a
word . . . .” The nature of
Jesus, the Christ, is a truth
that cannot be compre-
hended by man’s logic or
reason. It is a truth pro-
duced only by the revelation
of God through Jesus Christ
Himself.

world.

The Son of God, whom we know as the Second
Person of the Trinity, left the glory world and be-
came flesh that man might experience what it
means to be a son of God. He who was worthy to
be worshiped by the host of heaven willingly be-
came as one who must worship. He was willing to
become a man (born as a man, live as a man, and
die as a man) in order that men might be redeemed.
Jesus Christ came into the material world to do the
will of the Father and to do that will in the power of
the Holy Spirit. He humbled Himself to the Father
and to the Spirit to be the one mediator between
God and man. The life of Jesus Christ serves as the
example of perfect humbleness.

Jesus: The virgin birth

The virgin birth of Jesus begins the story of the
greatest act of humility ever witnessed by man. With
Jesus of Nazareth being totally God and totally man,
the human person of Jesus did not exist until the
union of the Divine and the human in his birth. Ac-
cording to John, the divine Word who possessed a
divine nature from everlasting to everlasting as-
sumed a human nature when He became flesh. Je-
sus became a fact of history when the pre-existent
Son of God assumed human nature and took upon
Himself a flesh and blood body. The person of Je-
sus began with His conception in the womb of the
virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit.

When Joseph became concerned that his wife to be
was “found with child,” he did not know what to do
with her. Should he “put her away privily?” An angel
of the Lord answered his question: “. . . fear not to
take unto thee Mary thy wife . . . .” Then, the angel
informed Joseph that this child to be born of Mary

The birth, life, death,
resurrection, ascension, and
return of Jesus is the ultimate

revelation of God to the
physical, earthly realm.

He is the Christ--the anointed

One, the means by which the
created universe experiences
God. He is the ultimate
expression of God in the

was in fulfilment of prophecy. For Isaiah had
prophesied that “. . . the Lord himself shall give
[Israel] a sign; Behold, a virgin [a young woman]
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel.”

After quoting Isaiah, the angel interpreted
what the name Immanuel meant, “God
with us.” It is what John meant when he
wrote, “And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us.” The Word of God, the
Son of God, assumed human flesh and
now has both natures.

The miracle of the virgin birth is both divine
and human. The conception of Jesus was
supernatural. After the supernatural con-
ception, the development of the impreg-
nated egg of Mary was entirely natural.
Jesus of Nazareth was conceived supernaturally but
developed naturally.

When the egg of Mary was supernaturally impreg-
nated by the power of the Holy Spirit, the person of
Jesus became a reality. The union of the divine
Word with a human nature became a fact of history.
The ultimate expression of God now dwelling with
man had occurred.

The personality of Jesus would become the seat of
the union, the point of contact, between the two na-
tures. Since Paul stated, “For there is one God, and
one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus,” the Son of God would take on this
humanity for eternity. The man Jesus had a begin-
ning in His virgin birth, but He will have no ending.

Perhaps, the greatest truth in the entire Bible is that
the Son of God left the glory world to dwell in the
tabernacle of flesh not just for a few short years but
for the rest of eternity: “And | John saw the holy city,
new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her hus-
band. And | heard a great voice out of heaven say-
ing, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people,
and God himself shall be with them, and be their
God.”

The virgin birth of Jesus was a great act of humility.
Jesus also endured humiliation throughout His life.
The Son of God did not hold on to that state of exal-
tation He experienced in heaven. He willingly emp-
tied Himself out of that glory and took on the role of
a slave. He did not live his earthly life in the state of
exaltation but in the state of humiliation.
(Condét on
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Taken from the new book, Meditations in the Gr@oa dedited to fit in issue 3)

men, through no merit of their own, ci Cor. 15:10). This simple statement by
experience life and living. Abundant li Paul indicates that his labor was| not of
on earth and eternal life in the world himself, but the labor was by the grace
come are the free gift of God to all meOf God. The labor which Paul was do-
who can but believe on Jesus Chrisi N9 was flaccording
Christianity is abundant life. Christan SP1 ri t ] wor ki ng|. 0

is reigning in life. Christianity is a fre

UT BY THE GRACE
OF GOD | AM WHAT | AM:
AND HIS GRACE WHICH

WAS BESTOWED UPON ME gift. To the Corinthians, the apostle stated

WAS NOT IN VAIN; BUT | hri‘s I:zl:bc?r was by Iche Igrace gf (E-l)d.h'ro
t tat that

LABOURED MORE ABUN'. Although Christianity is abundant it zbooorss,lar\ls,a sau bs)elle fi hai SIS

and is a free gift, most Christians stru |¢ does not take too much insight to
gle in reigning in life because they C ynderstand Paul is revealing that the
not understand the very basic principl grace of God has something to do with
of Chri st i aBotigrowin the working of the Holy Spirit, Paul

grace, and in the knowledge of our Lowr i t e s | fi For it i s

and Savior J2 Ret s you both to will and to do of his good
SUPERNATURAL ENABLE- 3:18). Paul stated that those who hep| easureo (2:13|).
MENT TO BE CHRISTIAN: A r e c e i. vabuhdafce of grace. . .t hat Afhis good |[pl e
PRACTICAL DEFINITION FOR shall reign in life by one, JesusdChris stood a_s the dOing of the will of God.
THE GRACE OF GOD ( Rom. 5:17) . T h e Something that would be pleasuraplesto

_ _ _ _ graceo and Airece _ of

Christianity i s bruancdeabnti|I||ufsq:rapg'e thief of

cometh not, but for to steal, and to Fobably the most crucial issue c
and to destroy: (John 10:10). Paul, @hristianity.

Romans chapter five, uses some very

powerful words in regards to the Chriﬁie original word from which grace
tian life such as peace, rejoice, glo

h q1 Q). In chanter six. h Wanslated occurs over 160 times in tt
Ope€, an pve:( ). In chapter SIX, N€ New Testament and is rendered grac
s t at esn,shalfinot have dominion 3q of those times. In the book of R
over wmiBut n®w bgdnd giond) a8 §erm can be foun
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness. important principle, further insight in
(14, 22). grace is necessary to be able to unde || Weekly CD:
o _ s_tand what is meant by belng a Chri Barry and Jennifer with
When an individual believes on Jestian. The oldest root meaning of th{l . i children Kaitlyn
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God would be His will. Thus, the sta
me nt could be int
is God which worketh in you both to \
and to do His wi

the will of God is done by God Himse

Sharing by Dale Simpson

Unless a corn of wheat fall into the ground and DIE it shall bear
no fruit and remain alone. John 12:24

_ I dondt think Paul ever jyoowiksafer t
Although the truth of this statement . .
the very heart of Christianity, it is many (or great things) for my name sake 6 ( Acts 9) be
easily misunderstood today asitwas © N 1 nhi s | V/aee leRrred lo bescantent in whatever

many in the first century. The reality circumstances / find myself . 0

the Scriptures, however, attest to tl L I . : o
fact that it is God Himself who will ( Walking in the Spirit is a lifelong learning process. It is a jour-

His will. Agai n, ney of love with Jesus. Each circumstance is specifically de-

God which worketh in you both to v signed to take us deeper into the Fathers heart : learning to love
and to do of his gndbpeloved.

Paul stated to the Corinthians and

the Colossians, he repeats to the Phil Even though Paul realizes (even as | do) that to depart (to have

pians, it is God who does the work a the physical body come to an end) could be more advantageous

not the individual believer. The speci¢ . i , o
: \ . r him personally, he h m r n h n imita-
work which God does in the beliaver ©©F Nim personally, he has come to recognize that to be an imita

wof ol d . First p . tor of Christ (one who knows 100% that it is the Father, by the
which worketh i n HolySpirit who produces the life of Christ in him) is to be one
willo of thetbél whose |ife is not his own. God

the believer is a work of God Himself. |ife to others! (Timothy, Barnabas, Mark, Luke, Epaphroditus,
Admittedly, most believers attemp@nd all the fledgling new bodies of Christ.) How amazing is it
some way, somehow to create a dethat the Father did much of this through Paul while he was in
sire within themselves for the thing$hains in Rome!
of God; however, the truth of the
matter is that only God can cred
that todwant f ac]| Forty Days to Inner Spiritual Strength: Meditation in

of God makes that very statemel the Grace of God has been developed to assist you in becoming
as Paul reveals in his letter to t \hat you were intended to be. It must be stated from the beginning

Romans: fASo thertl thatthe process of being molded into the image of Jesus Christ is a
willeth,. . . but of God that shewql work of the Holy Spirit. Specifically, the Spirit is the means by which
mercyo (9:16) . 7 therevelation of Jesus Christ occurs in your life. It is the interplay of

effort that man can do to create t} the Word of God and the Spirit of God that develops spiritual
necessary desire to cause an indiv] strength in those who hunger for God. Forty Days to Inner Spiritual
ual to want to accomplish the ull Strength can only provide an opportunity for you to be molded by the
mate will of God. Holy Spirit.

Dr. Stone includes forty meditations revealing different mind-sets

Ul (el i s 15D 5 A that exist, even if we do not perceive them yet.

offensive to the motivators and m
nipulators of much of Christian
today, but the
is God which w
give the to will or the wantio
accomplish the will of God.

Edi tors note: oWe believe that th
0ks you will ever own! Consider ordering one for yourself and one for
r friends. /'t could al so be us:é

s is available in print copy for $40.00. To order,
il Dr. Stone james@wayofchrist.org to request your
ote: Canadian orders will not be available until next month. )

(Part 2 of this article will conclude in ed and bound by Dr. Stone and friends.
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The Way of Christ

The good news of God is the coming of Jesus
into this world. It is His life, His teaching, his

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL death, His resurrection, His ascension, and His 4t
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coming into the life of the believer.

Ultimately, the good news is that man can
have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ,
a personal relationship with God Himself.

Christian Ministries exists solely to help all people experience
the fullness of the manifestation of Christ in their life.

"For though | be
yet have | made m
all, that | might gain t

Join the Facebook Group under this name:

Dr. James Stone: The Way of affiliation?
Christ Ministry

This group was not created by Dr. Stone: his visits to your home, your church group, through
it is for those who are touched and

impacted by Christ through his teaching.
It is a forum for us to fellowship and
share together. Everyone is invited to join.

(1 Corinthians 9:19many of us think of D
he travels every week from city to city sharin
gospel of Jesus Christ: Did you know that he li
complete freedom from any organization or religio

If you have been encouraged by our brother through

this newsletter, or his books and CD's, please seek the
Lord about contributing to this ministry that they
would be encouraged as they give all, we would know
"... no one can lay any foundation other than the one
that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ."

(1 Corinthians 3:11)

Christ-Centered Church (continued from page 3)

Jesus: The humiliation

The Son of God came as a ser-
vant. Jesus functioned in his
earthly life in a creaturely de-
pendency. He did not live His life
in the power of the Second Per-
son of the Trinity, a power that
was His because of His deity.
He lived only in the power of the
Third Person of the Trinity. All
that Jesus of Nazareth did in his
entire earthly existence was in
submission to the will of the Fa-
ther and in submission to the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Joy and Dale Simpsomyagali@gmail.com

The final act of humility in the life ~ death reserved for common
of Jesus was His submission to  criminals.
death. Jesus Christ was already
humbled by his birth and by his  The humiliation of Christ is the
life. His humiliation carried Him greatest story ever told. It is the
further. In submitting to the will cosmic saga of history because
of the Father and to the power of He had the power to change the
the Holy Spirit, Jesus became  script. Suffering as none has
obedient to the most cruel death ever suffered--born of humble
ever devised by man--death by  origins, lived His life in abase-
the cross. When approaching ment, and died by the degrading
that death, His prayer became “. death of crucifixion, He never-
. not my will, but thine, be theless willingly gave his life. He
done.” The Son of God, clothed was humbled that you and |

in human flesh, experienced the might be exalted. ©
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