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Mystery of Togetherness
The writer of Genesis characterized the mystery of togetherness when
he described the relationship of the first pair: “And they were both naked,
the man and his wife, and were not ashamed” (2:25). It is an honest and open
relationship that allows for the mutual giving and receiving of each person.
The vulnerability of one is met by the acceptance of the other.
Unfavorable emotional reactions are not divisive but opportunities for the
developing of a more intimate relationship. It is the willingness of getting
6  Contacts involved, really involved, in the life of another individual. It is the
6  Christian Ministries experiencing of each other that leaves both individuals with a heightened
sense of well being.
Unfortunately, most people in the world never experience the
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Unless the Spirit of God completeness of a totally fulfilling relationship. They get caught in the games
enables a person, he will people play as they learn to cope with life. Like their original parents who
forever hide behind the covered themselves, hid themselves, and blamed others for their failure
barriers he builds. He will (Gen. 3:7-13), man simply does not know how, nor does he have a true
always attempt to desire, to enter into the real intimacy of relationships.

experience life within the
perimeter of his own
individuality. Separated
from God and others, he
knows no other way of life.

Desperately desiring to experience life, yet resisting it when forced
out of himself, he is caught in his own individuality, in his own isolation. He
continually experiences broken, twisted relationships. It is the excruciating
pain of loneliness, all that it means to experience hell. Desperately needing
others, yet fearing the rejection of others, he is caught in the painful
awareness of his loneliness. Yet, he continually seeks the perceived safety of
What it means to be a his isolation. He lives his life forever experiencing less than he knows he
should be experiencing.

The plight of man is even more severe than his continual isolation. If
0“‘3 in the CXPFCSSfO“ of the problem of being covered with fig leaves, hiding in shame, and blaming
the interaction of at least one another for failures was not enough, man is plagued with yet another
calamity. It seems that man has inherited, even if he desires to open himself
to another, an inability to communicate effectively.

This ineffectiveness within man goes back to the confusion of tongues

at Babel. The writer of Genesis tells the story: And the whole earth was of one

. language, and of one speech.... And they said, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top
conquer his own may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the

fears’ his salvation face of the whole earth....And the Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all one

language;...and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do..
must come from a let us ...confound their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech. So the
source greater than Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth.... Therefore is the
his own. name of it called Babel; because the Lord did there confound the language of all the earth:
and from thence did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. (11:1-9)
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two PcoPle.

Since man cannot
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The incidence at the tower of Babel completed the degradation of man.
From that time, he not only covered, hid, and blamed others; he now would
always struggle to express himself effectively. Although there was a general
mixing (“confounding”) of the languages, it is more than just the inability to
understand each other by everyone speaking a foreign language. Since the
confusion at Babel, it has become extremely difficult for man to communicate
his ideas to another, even if they speak the same tribal language. Man
continually struggles to enable another person to understand his innermost
feelings.

If man is left to himself, he will forever remain incomplete. He will
remain in isolation. Covered by fig leaves, hiding in shame, blaming others, and
incapable of communicating accurately, man does not have the capability to
lift himself from his hopelessness. Although desperately needing to interact
with others, his lostness will only allow him to see others as objects on which
to develop his own individuality. He does not have what it takes to enter into a
relationship that allows him to be “naked ... and ... not ashamed” (Gen.
2:25). He does not have what it takes to develop such a sense of security, a
sense of well-being, which he can be free to live life as it was meant to be.

Just as the individual has to be dragged back into Jesus (“And I, if | be
lifted up from the earth, will draw [translated from a word meaning, ‘to drag’]
all men unto me” [John 12:32]), man has to be driven by the Spirit out of
himself into wholesome relationships with others. Unless the Spirit of God
enables a person, he will forever hide behind the barriers he builds. He will
always attempt to experience life within the perimeter of his own individuality.
Separated from God and others, he knows no other way of life.

Salvation (deliverance from the hell of isolation) comes to all men who
call upon “the name of the Lord.” It occurs when man comes to the “end of
himself” thereby realizing that he cannot produce the life he desires to
experience. Although man often comes to that realization, he still will not call
unless he has come to believe that Jesus is the answer for his painful
separation. Or, as Paul wrote, “How then shall they call on him in whom they
have not believed.” Thus, salvation comes to those who call and calling occurs
only from them who believe.

Salvation (experiencing the manifestation of Jesus in relationships)
comes to all who call. Calling comes to all who believe. Believing comes to all
who hear. Hearing comes to all who have heard the preaching. Preaching
comes from those who have been sent by God. The entire process of salvation
lies in the working of God as He sends people into one another lives.

Paul then summarizes this sequence with “so then faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” Notice, in the summary, there is no
mention of the preacher or the one who was sent. It is the Word of God (that
which is spoken by God) coming through the sent preacher that is experienced
in the connection between the speaker and the hearer that produces
salvation. Jesus, the Word of God, (experienced in the connection) is the
deliverance that enables man to escape the painful death of his isolation.

Continue reading on page 6.
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The Klngdom Of GOd by Starlene Stein€pftinued from the February Newslettet

Can you see where this is going?é.. the peopl e buthelp
each other wreck our lives even more.

BUT GOD. He was speaking to me and | kept liegring t o (Kintta@alreémgr.0 1 6d only spent
God was finally getting me to the truth of the matter, but in my mipdyn'égives tie had never met my needs. | packed up wh
of my Calgary life and moved to Kitchener. Again | moved into the local YWCA. Not able to get another ph endedupheithn
the lowest, most miserable and hardestyeb Wdrked at yet doing piece work in a textile factory for minimum wage, under hot
conditions and standing on my feet all day. | paid for room and board at the Y, ate their meager meals iamdatéye thahere far
where els@go. | was thoroughly depressed and more miserable than I'd ever been in my life. Now | was | trulpilvied tiedi
dreaded that | was, as well as surrounded by people who also totally failed at life just like mel Snedgrtoomynite stay ar:;ﬂ
of the tenants were either mental patients, single mothers or abused women. It was almost more than |lgalédpmrateltor
out of this place that so mirrored me. After six months, | grabbsd atttefiance t o escape and i n
girl at the Y asked me to move in with her and her boyfriend and help them with expenses and | went frire the.fifegotecein
moved into with them was the lgdigéd in to daliewas warse than the Toronto slums. | slept in a room not much bigger than a
room only for a smal/l bed and nothing else. Xpemase sS@ mqg
didn't work. They lived off his unemployment, slept all day, did drugs and partied with their friendsMlictigiit)disteninglite TV
while | tried to sleep and go to my rotten job the next day.

The only light at the end of this wasal lifeline thrown me by my sister and her boyfriend who believed in existentialig
helpedhemthey figured it would do the same for me. So | dived right in and almost drowned. The Lord tried to warntene but
enough to try onstlime, and did. We drank and philosophized all night and | went to work the next day. | TRIED to find son
click with me, somet hing where | would final l aftethreeomoenths theg
stopped meeting with me, figuring | wasné6t t r wearandlkhew theh
that the last hope for me in this life was over. | had truly reached the end angthiad trieteento try and knew now that there wa
answer for me in this world. | KNEW what the answer was now. There was no other choice. | dreaded, yet somydlievthaathig
would be my end, but | just kept hoping to cheat wiyself out

I had read about tribal Africans, who when old and feeling of no use anymore, though perfectly healthy ofewgeldie ir

when they wanted to. This was me. I k n @ad NO wilhleftdo cantintiehta live dhg¢
existence 1 6d been enduring for the | ascdaus@diie spertitie sext month |
living in all night theaters watching movies of any sorttrgwaytfrom my fate. In one week | lost 15 pounds, having no desire
although | tried to force myself to. Then God spoke to M&He&&h at 6 s al | . ATRY GO weabHetwasn u

saying began to get past the utterdsopetethe state of despair | was in. After hearing this voice for two weeks, | came to belig
behind this voice, that He had obvious power and that maybe HE had enough power to help even someonethkadimectim lof
thisvoice and with my hope renewed supernaturally, | TRIED GOD. Trying God meant church to me, so the nexABginchy, |
Churcar ound the corner but didndt find what | whiggTherolméti n d
someone who took me to an Evangelistic Crusade elevwedinlbeimg
saved.

A couple of days later God met me one morning before work as | lay on migtyddecbarttiatod. Finally, for the first time
l'ife | was broken down enough that | coul dn o tdspokeidene agaig 4
and drew a line and told me not to cross it. | khelvdidds mess with this guy. Boy did
and fear and hate as | was, rebellion was my natural state. | would rebel on principal, refusing to acceptany fate and whdt [
have the aljl to stand up to people and deal with the situations of life as a normal person would. So | rebelled viibiingyrpose
playing endless games and lying to cover it all up with the goal of frustrating THEM as much as they wereviarkedtinighnze, a

vengeance.

BUT GOD. I n one stroke He removed the one weapon | 6d d
was His goal. So now | was forced to trust God as | never originally plannedtteaio Wwheuld firRY God. | lied to Him, like | lied
everyone el se. I f this didndt wor k, I pl anne dkedt But hedgingaomy
bets and thinking | withosomeanhe \yhe knovws thaheartsvand ihtenis of us al Gatl kngw what ¢le
He was able to give me understanding of His ways, initially He pretty much had to force me in the directionll neededitd go,
Insidelwassoel i eved. Finally someone | couldnét fool with an
whom all those | essons | had | earned i n bupyfoau aboasunith ktibgso
all the rules were out the window. But | knew meeinthtsvayts

cautiously put one foot in front of the other and walked this new road of TRYING God.

AND GOD began to work in my life. He took me to a different church and that first Sunday, a certain man stood aut f
the congregation, even though | only saw him from behind. The next Sunday, everyone had left but | wasestltae dkirgrtod
had been praying with others and knew through the Spirit that | desperately needed help. Everyone elsedtatkl&fbhmkhewiog
he took me out to eat anthlkeds o met hi ng hedd neveronloyweamelioure.and fwalst
that God had put us together. Here was a man used in the gifts of the spirit and having experience withethiracleswethdifeedfte
he met me. From that day on, he spent eveyynivakte with me for a year. He only went home to sleep. This man loved God g
and trulgared for me as no one ever had before. It was the love of God, which | so desperately needed. God usedtriodgd m




Page 4 Grace Messenger

the gifts of the Spirit and through prophesies. God proved to me over and over that HE was God and thatdetretd toaijoh
never do. He delivered me fromhondhge in that first year.

One prophesy | particularly remember, it speaks about us all. God said that | was a plant that had beerapthhtetl
fed on darkness and taken darkness up through my roots till only darkness haediltgid kaeeandut NOW God had come ar
taken me from that dark ground and planted me hadfiledntdl
before, so now light would gradually fill me and replace the dadesiessiéhéill the darkness would be totally replaced by His
Jesus began to do this. During this time God also changed my mind about marriage and about men and aftet maed-re
and truly did live happily ever after, beliees, ihever arguing and rarely disagreeing on anything. God truly had put two likg
people together who both had the same heart for God and it was HE who produced the real LOVE in our marriage.

Asl walkedh His way, | still continued to Iiledsalways lived, in chaos and in darkness with no direction, a slave t
emotions and continuing to live in my own strength, only changing as God worked in my life. God had opesoed tHaldkeor

before, when the prison door had bleentbc and | coul dndt escape, NOW the dogdg
I wanted to. But | stayed in my prison as it was all/|l
After some years, God brought us into contaetGMBPEL and as we HEARD the gospel, GOD began to disciple {

us doing it. Before, we had thought that we wenrges twe fig
Ahandl ed. God tramweéed tusc uwWs ftfleate nwd yc awmldd pdt handl e an
truly began to grow in the Lord.

One of the first things God began to deal with me about was unforgiveness. He especially nailed me toats®garp
and only on threat of hell did | become willing that HE would MAKE me willing to forgive that person. Bag thikihglbthet G
was the hell that | was bringing into my life by refusing to forgive. When He was able tmobriraf foegivehass, | felt as if 20
pounds had been | ifted off me and so great watedtotfdigere f r
anyone as | thought my unforgivenss of that person was their onlgmlissifrhérgave them, it meant they would get away
they had done. But my wunforgiveness of that anefolofesgfty.dy
life was full of similar stuff andrhwasvn worst enemy. | constantly set my self up, created my own obstacles, then tripped
Many years later, God showed me more clearly that although this person had not met my needs as maybe thal/ Ideadi lca
right to expectyaperson to meet my needs as no one can really do that, only God.

AND God continued to work in my life. My sister said that all she had ever seen me do was suffer and | was tired
God showed me that as messed up as | was, my faglgnthirdactions guaranteed that | would bring about my own sufferin
continue t o Ydudaresuferinghmywayss so taME aaw tuiin your suffering into something Good. He made
coul dndét h e loyddblivet mesreasoh leyreadon as to why éwasuffenegnt | would go through life as | alway
falling over my own obstacles which would bring about the suffering | had always experienced. BUT thisttimbebocandul
God wuld be controlling the circumstances and God would control the degree of suffering | would experience inatmsagi
just enough to bring me to the point He wanted me to come 'till | could finally SEE. He also showetinmeghwayg sutiagng t
reactions because of the seemingly endless LIES which | believed. It was the lies | believed about peopdenaakimgyself th
both react and over react to what was happening, and that these lies where pretty muic thg pooblehaslolesus ¥aid,must
go through these circumstances because as you experience your lies in action (in the circumstances), THEMNU &onable
these lies. | will give you the truth by making real to you what is RiAd.ILY tieppiecumstances, instead of what you think i
happening. You will then be delivemddt happened as God had said it would. This really encouraged me and made me wi
through more things that | knew would cause me further priotswnith@suffering would end and God would deliver me so tf
never suffer that way again.

Ye shall KNOW the truth and the truth will setTois freeame the watchword | lived by and experienced God throuy
weekly and monthlydGbowed me that whereas before, my suffering had beenddrsgsbducing only more chaos, now thro
Him it would produce FRUIT. Sometimes | had to go through things for awhile as | was not willing to chaagenvoagnaihad/
the stfering itself would have to make me willing till | just wanted out. Some things took 20 years while ottedvgay®indags,
willing to be freed of the fibadd |ies, thgoodéslthbhatt
make myself feel good. Bur these fAgoodo | ies brtyheyght
produced. | especially LOVEPise#fs it made me feel sooo good but was probakiyléstrootise of all. Before it had been wh
got me through, but God wanted me free of it ALL so He could truly be Lord of my life and not me beingfthey diéstiutiden

choice. This was ME andcerway.wasnbdét going to be set free
As His truth delivered me again and again, | began to understand this lesson and Jesus took me deepef th® an
TRUTH. He further proved to me that it wa s sofitwasjwhatltwastdbi

how | justified my actions in the circumstances that also caused me to create and be the cause of my odnosoféeitingade
always going to be my fault if | suffered, as it would always be my wrongweactiatigLates, no matter what had tzersed

whicwoul d bring about my own suffering. I n a wor |l dwasfnths
flesh, | was no different than the other sinners orn.tBegraifiéhe other person is at fault, | am still not justified to react as th
naturally wild/|l. If | do as they do, when willollbe avnd

response to whatytttgd, which God alone could produce. God was speaking to me about what truly would epedte meétto |
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myselénd with theasldno matter what the circumstance. That peace and rest had to be the goal no coatteriveloat thieuld
always be with my flesh.

ALL of the reasons for my WRONG responses an NG aboutthe
circumstance. God is telling the truth when He says the mind is at enmity with God, that the mind HATESeGoduapd canin
ways. But that the mindds ways wer e al myaesmnsestam attitedgshaddof
right to avoid suffering, | being a sinner meant | had no means to bring about these right attitudes and'tesctioid onyyset
about through HIM working in my life. It would be through Hisnratle ase to KNOWtth#t, whiclkouldsetmefree. Only HE cou
change my heart, my attitudes and my responses to life and only HE could control my mind. He basically sheaae tbmesitid
what life handed out to me andwlzathe engaging of the mind in thinking about the circumstances | was going through thg|
make me react and create all the suffering | would go through. Only when there is no reaction at all tolifieeceincwstances
experience theace and rest and joy of God, and only then can we say we are living in the Kingdom of God. Jesus HAD a
mansion, that place of rest He said He would make for us, is what the KingdomTiSadémgdount. not of this worldbkis
worldlt is experiencihigaven on earth in the midst of our hells. Does it get any bett@VéhardiddEAR Jesus and heagtispel.

AND GOD continued to work in my life, covering many areas at once by bringing aboutlotstaihgessacitcome even
greater people. Though itdéds never easy, it doesndget ea3
circumstances and |lifts up the vall @yynddf ekprmreée enicen yd4
used. Now you experience HIS joy and peace and rest and a sound mind when beflireupischd dN®Ill.be worth it ALL

AND GOD finally summed it all up with this example. Picture yowifease tiyndreds of chains around your neck but
of getting rid of these chains, you spend your life carrying them around and complaining about them instgambnYjglaianegco
about the pain in your knees and ankles from the leetditatio$ ind start talking about getting a hip replacement to deal with
your body. You become a sorry creature and start feeling sorry for yourself and getting others to feel sauyaiar gauytiegall
these heavy chains arbwith you. Soon the chains and all the problems they are causing consume you and you spend yol
dealing with them 'till your chains become your life instead of the life God has for you. Your chains becgme sthiyda &smiw
your fate and your lot in life and then you even laugh at the little idiosyncracies you have acquired fromitlol¢ladi raip amrssteoth
even rejoice in the Ilittle relief you sitdon aindthechaing ard sitting
your |l ap and you dondt feel their weight f or aepkedyod chaih
now and you dondét even r eal éepzoégetting adtof them is almostiforeigrn t@you. Yos betol
of the creative methods youdbve devel oped t o deatbo. Wdaubdth
empathize with each other but neithetfpméhb®ther in solving the problem by just getting rid of the chains. Jesus finds yoy
break through to you that you need to take the chains off, but you are in your darkness of lies. Whemeklimtmkhoof ttatkres
youcadt comprehend it as the |lies have blinded vyoUesusiNasto
work in you for a few more years to bring you around 'till you can understand. And as you underdtsgydthéeshaistadi, tane |
one. Some come off easily as they only weigh a few ounces, but others take longer as they weigh up to 2G mpdtintse Aad]
more chains and the weight you are carrying around gets less and less, ydhlyageatefiidre@od for what He is doing in your|
Some chains you donét want to get rid of as tallhhe ghairsare 9
attached to you through lies that only Jesusyanffee because He alone is the truth. After many years, God is finally able
give up all your chains and you are living the life of freedom He originally intended you to live. Yolhanehysadat fremtallan
emotional danm&the chains did to We all have chains; some more than others, God uses these chains to bring us to Him, to
would otherwise never go. We all want to live our own lives.

BUT JESUS, as | am living my daily life, is making more andtmoreree¢ t he wort hl essness
being. What can | do better than Jesus? Nothing. | just have to look at the results out there of all theiothgthein@anrbkiegs
Jesus definitely is the better way. | tlawagist if | could just get my stuff together | would get the life | wanted which | saw ot
looked so perfect. But Jesus living in us is a life that is a million times better. | could never havefthadifealemrsginesnd
ewerything | could ever want in this world. As circumstances bring me to the end again and again, as Jesienteethd get to
difference between Jesus living and me living. | get to experience His peace and rest no matter what & going ah Boyund
sure didnét react | i ke t hlihave fouhdjoy and peacman@deshysdo | ware te live nayrownnlife
when even common sense says oth&iNided other reason is possible for suchsiindlee b el | i on. I 6m a ¢
sin and fills it with treasure that He can now give to others. It took years of pain but now | get to exptvers@ntifofavysetf 3
He lives through me. Who can explain this? Witetjea peisus has truly given us the Kingdom of God, His sacrifice has not b
those in whom He can bring it about. The world then will see Jesus and we will get to experience Jesuss [thiaipveeliée wiadou
never even imaginewill not be of this world and we have nothing in this world to compare it to.

Lately, | am starting to experience Hi m | ovadwiththpse o
people in the natural. LOVE tmduers ALL. There are no limits to what Jesus can do and wants to do through us. If He liveg
be no limit as the limit is in being Rnaise1God for the Journey to Jesus that we are all on. It is a spiritual journey and none
adwantages we have in the world will help us here. Truly Jesus is the equalizer and we are all walking this,\Wwzsk timotinghsan
different circumstances. We are being made into brothers and sisters and | thank God so much for this oneness among U

Starlene Email Starlene with your comments or feedback: fssteiner@execulink.com
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The ultimate point Paul is making is that the Holy Spirit is the power source
of which these sequences of happenings occur in the life of the believer (1 Cor.
12:1-26; Romans 10:1-10). Man does not have the power to overcome his
withdrawal from God or his withdrawal from others. Jesus Christ, through the
power of the Holy Spirit, is the only One that can redeem man from his isolation and
loneliness.

Salvation comes to all who call upon the name of the Lord. The sending of a
preacher who proclaims what God is saying will eventually bring this salvation forth.
“Gifts of healing, helps, governments, and diversities of tongues” is a description of
what that salvation looks like as it is being worked out in the believer’s life. This
salvation is brought forth from what is heard of the Word coming from the
preacher, who has been sent forth.

Since it is the gospel that brings salvation, Paul then gave to the Ephesians
the realm of where that salvation occurs. It is in the caring person (pastor, which is
translated from a word meaning to shepherd) and in the sharing (teacher) of the
gospel that enables the “till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ” (Eph. 4:13).

With the phrase knit together being translated from a word meaning, “to
drive together,” it seems that the only hope man has is to be dragged out of himself
and driven into others by the Holy Spirit. Being able to build meaningful
relationships is a work that can only be done by the Spirit.

Since man cannot conquer his own fears, his salvation must come from a
source greater than his own. He must be driven out of himself to others. The Spirit
of God that dwells within him must save him. It is the experiencing of Jesus in the
mystery of togetherness that produces the power for salvation from the hell of
isolation.

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

All men by divine fiat are social creatures. What it means to be a human
being is found only in the expression of the interaction of at least two people.
Although a person has individuality, he has his identity only in the light of another
person. He actually comes to know and to understand himself as he sees himself
reflected in the lives of other people. It matters little if an individual standing alone
changes anything or everything about himself. As he moves in and out of
relationships, however, the essence of life is drastically altered.

Whether we understand it or not, all of the struggles we encounter in our
marriages and in our families are the foundational struggles of life itself. The tapes
of these series emphasize the final solution to the experiences of life.

Listen to the Marriage and Family Tape Series.

Read more on Personal Relationship Advice

Website: http://www.wayofchrist.org/personal-relationship-advice.asp

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL OFFICE
JAMES STONE DMin

6819 McCUTCHEON RD.,

CHATTANOOGA, TN 37421

Phone: (423) 553-8210 Fax: (423) 899-8514

Email: james@wayofchrist.org Or christmin@aol.com

Contacts & Hosts:

JOEL & SANDRA KELLY
SAVANNAH, GA (912) 772-4960
PASTOR GENE BURNSED
ST GEORGE, GA (904) 259-1851
IRENE STROUD
WOODSTOCK, (ATLANTA) GA
(678)773-9973
RICK & GLORIA MORRIS
ST. PETERSBURG FL (727) 321-0351
JUDI RUTHERFORD & CARY PADGETT
SANDERSON, FL (904)259-7365
DENNIS & BEVERLY BRASCHER
DONIPHAN, MISSOURI
(573) 996-4876
JOHN & WENDY DAY
PIERRE PART, LA (504) 252-9468
GARY & TERRY GALLMAN
MAXTON, NC (910) 844-9018
WANDA SMITH
FORT WAYNE, IN (260) 747-3388
BARRY & JENNIFER SHEPHERD
ROCHESTER, MN (507) 281-0940
TONY LEDBETTER
CENTRAL ALABAMA
(205) 292-4988
DARRON & JAMI REPLOGLE
CATOOSA, OK (918) 266-2562
PATRICK STORY
BROKEN ARROW, OK (918) 357-5533
GERALD & JOY SUDERMAN
NORTH E. TEXAS (214) 736-4227
ROBBY & DONNA WILLIAMS
S.W. ARKANSAS (870)310-6655
ERNST OEHLER
CURACAO, NETHERLAND ANTILLES
011-5900-767-2321
FRANK & STARLENE STEINER
KITCHENER, ONTARIO, CANADA

(519) 728713

Please contact any of
these people if you
would like to meet James
when he is at their home.

View Schedule.
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