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THE GOSPELOF GRACE BY
GRACE: THE UNIQUE
LEARNING PROCESSOF
CHRISTIANITY

One of the most amazing paradoxes
of Christianity is the process of Chris-
tian | earning.
(not just the heathen, but the Chris-
tian as well) is not achieved by his
climbing the ladder of this own skill,
will, or determination, but rather by
his coming to the realization that he
stands naked before God doomed to
ignorance in the things of God unless
God Himself intervenes into his help-
lessness. The good news of Jesus
Christ is not only a message of
grace; it is also a message by grace.
Paul indicates this fundamental prin-
ciple of Christianity in his letter to the
Gal ati ans. He
you, brethren, that the gospel which
was preached of me is not after man.
For | neither received it of man, nei-
ther was | taught it, but by the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:11, 12).

The gospel of
after man. 0 Paul
that man and his ways did not pro-
duce the gospel in him. The phrase
Afafter mand means

THE WAY OF CHRIST CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES

Volume 2, Issue 6

June 2010

James Stone MEd, MRel, MDiv, DMin

originate with man, neither can it
be passed on by man. Although
man is the channel through
which the preaching goes forth,
the actual process of the procla-
mation of the gospel is as dis-
tinctive as the message of the
gospel. The gospel that Paul re-
ceived was not after man in its

Christianity is distinctively differ-
ent from all the ways of the
world, for the gospel of grace is
by grace.

This unique approach to the ac-
quiring of the knowledge of the
things of God can be illustrated
from several different passages
of Scripture. First, the nativity
scene of the coming Christ am-
ply demonstrates the marvelous
revelation of the baby Jesus.

wri tMags t h@Buiwrilt ecse

sus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, there came wise

men from the ea
(Matt. 2:1). The question could
be raised, i Why

g r a tead thpms straight ippBetplehem
ignstseadi md phedawe

swer probably lies in the intrica-

ciesof prophecyds b
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THE GOSPEL OF GRACE BY GRACE

powerful biblical truth illustrated
in this seeking of the King of the
Jews.

Upon arrival at Jerusalem, the

jump to the conclusion that the
star immediately began to shine
once again at Jerusalem to lead
them to Bethlehem and finally to
the child. However, the next
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ifsearch diligently
child, o the wise
requested by Herod. However, the
knowledge of the writings of the
prophet was not sufficient to pin-

wi se men asked, verse in the narrative indicates a;  point the exact location of the child.

he that is born King of different scenario. = The knowledge of the prophet got

t he Jews?. : 1 _ After the star  them to the city but could not take

2:2) Obviously, Herod The Under st ood dahemeto Jesus. The star had to re-

the present king was Standing Of |where the young  appear, and the sighting of it by the

going to be a little trou- chil d wa s searching tvise men brought a re-

bled with the mention- God by Scriptures then j oi cing fAwith exceec
ing of a new born King state, AWhen they

(actually, all of Jerusa- man iS saw the star, they For man to receive the truth of

lem was troubled [2:3]). rejoiced with ex-  Jesus requires a source always
Then, Her od] 0 : ceedi ng gr cuwidle of ntay. & it took the star of

ered all the chief naCtua”y a (2:10). The com-  revelation to find Jesus, it will also

priests and scribes of WOrk Of God monly und_erstoqd take the process of revelation to

the people together, he Interpretation 1S understand all there is to know
demanded of them fOI‘ man. inconclusive. Af- about Christianifty
where Christ should be ter finding the wunderstanding of t h
borno (25). FET 0 King of the Jews, t he propheto can ge

then informed that Bethlehem of
Judea was the place of the birth.
The answer was found in the
writings of the prophet: in es-
sence, what we know as the Old
Test ament . AThen
he had privily called the wise
men, . . . sent them to Bethle-
hem . . . [saying], Go and search
diligently for the young child;
and when ye have found him,
bring me word again, that | may
cC ome and wor s hi
(2:7, 8).

Probably, because of the numer-
ous portrayals of the nativity
scene in Christmas pageants,
the next incident in the telling of
the story is often misunderstood.
The King James Version states,
AWhen they
they departed; and, lo, the star,
which they saw in the east, went
before them, till it came and
stood over where the young
child wasbo

had h

why would the wise men sud-

denly Arejoice
great joyo over
over, why woul d

he saw that he was mocked of
the wise men [being warned of
God not to return to Herod], was
exceeding wroth, and sent forth,
and slew all the children that
were in Bethl eh

The reason Herod had to kill all
the children in Bethlehem was
that he did not know where to
find the child. Likewise, the rea-
son the wise men rejoiced at the
sighting of the star was that it
revealed the exact location of
Jesus. The events of the narra-
tive probably indicate that the
star led the wise men to Jerusa-
lem. Once there, they found out
from Herod, through the knowl-
edge of the prophets by the
chief priest and scribes, that the
child was in Bethlehem. Being

( Mat ttold to go to Bethlehem and to

€ MBtory, however fithe (ridth isk Bohs’-

it cannot take him to the ultimate
\elalizalion of thee €lerist.i Thedgos-
gelhoe Jestid @hrisP is dMgospel -of
gfatkeby grate. Theviméerstanding
of God by man is actually a work of
God for man.

Some might perceive the preceding
as a fantastical reshaping of the

tent with the entire narrative of the
Word of God. Jesus revealed this
foundational ground stone of under-
standing the ways of God when He
said, | thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, that thou hast
hid these things from the wise and
prudent, and hast revealed them
unto babes: even so, Father; for so
it seemed good in thy sight. All
things are delivered to me of my
Father: and no man knoweth who
the Son is, but the Father; and who
the Father is, but the Son, and he
to whom the Son will reveal him
(Luke 10:21, 22).

(Condt. on—p



THE STRUGGLE OF BEING CHRISTIAN:
GRACE, NOT SELF, OVERCOMES SELF
(continued from last month)

What is it that moves man off the plane of holi-
ness? Sin (wickedness) cannot occur where the
Holy Spirit controls, Christ lives, and grace flows,
producing the plane of holiness. Something has to
move the believer off the plateau of holiness before
sin can happen. It cannot be wickedness (sin) be-
cause wickedness does not dwell where holiness
abounds. Wickedness (sin) occurs only after grace
is frustrated, Christ is not allowed to live, and the
Holy Spirit is quenched. Therefore, the ultimate
conflict of Christianity is not a good-versus-
wickedness issue.

The dilemma that faces every Christian when he is
confronted with day-to-d ay | i ving i s
to live the good life? Is good to be accomplished by
the Christian, or is good to be accomplished by
Christ?0 Holiness
Christians. Holiness or something less than holi-
ness is not the question. Holiness is the standard.
The real guestion is
The standard of holiness is good, but resolving the
guestion of who will attempt to produce the stan-
dard is the dilemma facing Christianity. Is holiness
produced by mands goodn
is holiness produced by

This dilemma is the good-versus-good issue. The
sad reality is that the standard of holiness can
never reproduce itself. The standard cannot pro-
duce the standard. In fact, the attempt to do good
in our own ability is far more damaging than just
self-righteousness.

For most Christians the very attempt to be holy, to
overcome immorality (to be good), actually sows
seeds of defeat and assures that sin will occur. By
their acts of holiness they frustrate grace, quench
the Spirit, and prohibit Christ from living. They
move off the plane of holiness and slide down
through self-righteousness into the valley of sin. To
understand this principle is to understand that sin is
not the problem for Christians. Sin is the product of
the problem of too much self in the life of the Chris-
tian.

AHow i s

A |l ong time before sin
filling sensual desires) occurs in the life of the Chris-
tian, self has been in control in acts of holiness. In
fact, the amazing truth of the Scriptures is that
Christians are not supposed to be struggling with
sin. The struggle with sin occurs only after failing the
struggle of righteousness. When the righteousness
of God is produced in the life of the believer by
Christ living in the believer, sin can never occur. Sin
does not dwell where Christ lives, grace flows, and
the Spirit controls.

The struggle of
holiness?0 Self can
the self-life must be totally dead. The Christ-life
must have freedom to live. The dilemma of the self-
life versus the Christ-life fought out on the battle-
ground of doing good, not wickedness, is, indeed,
the very essence of what it means to be Christian.
HigMiRPthe ibaitle 8nAHe Aidng front (good versus
wickedness) assures frustration, spiritual weakness,
and failure, which are, sad to say, the characteris-

( goodn e §& bf fat to many Ehristidn$ Bighthg tHe bt bn

the right front (good versus good) at least brings the

Christian into the arena where victory can be won.
holiness produced?9d

In summary, one of the early followers of Jesus
characterized this struggle of Christianity in his letter

in me: and the life which | now live in the flesh | live
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me. | do not frustrate the grace of
God: for i f
doing good], then Christ is dead in vain (2 :20-21).

THOUGHT AND PRAYER FOR TODAY

Heavenly Father, make me wise to the ways of
religion. Keep my focus upon you when the strug-
gles of life come that | may face them in the power
of your grace. Help me to see that my own attempt
to do good always quenches your goodness in me.
Help me to understand that all you desire is that |
know that you, not me, is the source of my life. 5]

To order Dr . St RORTeY OAYS |
TO INNER SPIRITUAL STRENGTH go to this link:
www.wayofchrist.org/grace-of-qod-book.asp

This book will soon be available by
download and audio.
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Taken from the new b&8@RTY DAYS TO INNER SPIRITUAL STRENGTH (continued from page 2)

Obviously, the Father, and like-
wise, the Son, is known only by
those who have the truth re-
vealed unto them.

After Jesus proclaimed that truth,
He turned to the disciples and
said privately,. . . Blessed are the
eyes which see the things that ye
see: for | tell you, that many
prophets and kings have desired
to see those things which ye see,
and have not seen them; and to
hear those things which ye hear,
and have not heard them. (Luke
10:23, 24)

Evidently, it takes more than see-
ing and hearing to understand the
ways of God.
ti ond rmoisttthe puthnof
that which is to be known.

If anyone should know the ways
of God, it seems that the proph-
ets would. However, Jesus stated
that the prophets would desire to
see the truth but be unable to see
it. In fact, Jesus also stated that
the entire nation of the prophets
(with the exception of a few)
would have problems seeing the
truth. He says, They seeing see
not; and hearing they hear not,
neither do they understand. And
in them is fulfilled the prophecy of
Isaiah, which saith, By hearing ye
shall hear and shall not under-
stand; and seeing ye shall see,
and shall not perceive: for this
peopl eds hear't
and their ears are dull of hear-
ing, and their eyes they have
closed; lest at any time they
should see with their eyes, and
hear with their ears, and should
understand with their heart, and
should be converted, and | should
heal them. (Matt.13:13-15)

The

Note from the Editors: Dr. Stone is often invited by missionaries or
pastors from around the world to share the gospel. As the Lord provides,
he is able to travel and speak in these home or church groups. Just this
month the Lord provided the means to begin a web conference so that Dr.

Stone can share with so many of you, right from your own home!

As we

are going through these studies ourselves, we sense an excitement that
the Lord wants to open up this opportunity for so many more of you to
hear the gospel! Please ask the Lord about joining ¥su can sign up by
yourself and join a group online, or you can invite a friend over to your
home and do it together. For anyone wishing to host or support an online
LIVE Bible Study with Dr. Stone please read the information on the bottom

of page 6.

If you have been encouraged by our brother in Christ through his visits to your
home, your church group, thought this newsletter, or his books and CD's,

please seek the Lord about how you can help. "... No once can lay any foun-
dation other that the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Chris

(1 Cor. 3:11).
Contact: nyagali@gmail.com
Joy and Dale Simpson

www.wayofchrist.org/contributions.asp

Amazingly, it is the religious who
always have trouble seeing the
ways of God.

Paul in his letter to the Roman
saints expresses the same sen-
timent: What then? Israel hath
not obtained that which he
seeketh for; but the election hath
obtained it, and the rest were
blinded (according as it is writ-
ten, God hath given them the
spirit of slumber, eyes that they

. should not see, and ears that

they should not hear;) unto this
day. (Rom. 11:7,8)

Again, Jesus, lamenting over the
plight of the Jews when He be-
held Jerusalem wept, saying,. . .
if thou hadst known, even thou,
at least in this thy day, the things
which belong unto thy peace!

but now they are hid from thine
eyes. For the days shall come
upon thee, that thine enemies
shall cast a trench about thee, and
compass thee round, and keep
thee in on every side, and shall lay
thee even with the ground, and thy
children within thee; and they shall
not leave in thee one stone upon
another; because thou knewest
not the time of thy visitation. (Luke
19:42-44)

The sad reality of seeing with eyes
that cannot see is an alarming
truth of the unique pedagogy of
the ways of God.

When man attempts to know or to
seek God with his own eyes of un-
derstanding, he may get into the
city but he can never find Jesus.
Man does not have the capability
to learn the ways of God with his
own understanding.( Condt . @
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SPLENDOR IN THE GRASS by Diane Orr
When | was a young girl of 13 or so, my mother flowing dress with the tiny waist, a white large -
woke me up one night to watch a movie with her. brimmed hat, her raven hair draping her shoul-
Strange as that may seem, it ders, eyes glistening with tears, con-
had happened before, for trasting her trembling smile. Years
she was lonely and often earlier Beanie was asked to stand up
wanted to expose me to the in class to read a few lines from a
omoral of the Jesushasraised me upprseweee very same day she found
as keep her company. My out about Bud and Kay. Heartbroken

mom was 40 when she had  @nd rescued me over anghdtelng totally destroyed, she re-
me. the last of four children luctantly stood, choking back the
My’father was often distant. tears, and read from Robert Brown-
aloof, detached, silent and | ng06s Splendanin The Grass

slept in another room from time to time, while my

—t

mother was angry and diséyyogy can never bring b&lck

get f[he husban_d or the Love she dreamed of. This grass, the GLORY of the flower,

particular movie has stayed with me for 40 years o o ]

now and | finally DO get But we will grieve no_t, for we will flnq strength in y 6.
what remains behind. 6

Beanie, played by a young and beautiful Natalie _ _

Wood, was SO in love with Bud, played by Warren ~ Through her pain and suffering, betrayal and

Beatty. The stolen kisses and whispers of undying ~ 10ve lost, the glory of the flower fell and died.

love touched my heart as | watched and took in She never did end up with Bud, the love of her

every line, every kiss, life. _Itbrokeherheart. Butoutofthatpaln,jness

sakeo, and to satisfy h e Beanie emerged strong, shall we dare say, a rock |, e -

mai n a dgood girl o, B e a Of @ woman when before she was frail and help- , 4

Budés desires for her an less needy and pitiful, dripping with emotion,

f1 ame. One day a ofasté tossed and controlled by the ups and downs of | o

deasy6 reputation, caugh tlife. / get it now mama. | have suffered too, and i m

and he satisfied his desire for Beanie with Kay. Of  /many flowers 0”/7'5’ grass have fallen along with
course Beanie found out Mmany, manytears; myheart has been broken sev:

and gossiping. Crushed and devastated, she, well, €/ & /' times over. But [ om
went a little crazy. Beanie withdrew, she sat in  a/séd me up, saved and rescued me over and
zombie silence, until eventually her parents sent ~ Over. He has manifested within and through me

her oawayé to a mental i His Glory and He will do so again. flew

years of therapy she emerged calm, stronger, and
went home. She was no longer needy or desper-

ate; she had survived. Her girlfriends jumped and ? \évrza :Nln L | b g rr] il ;} :j/ 2 6 not, but wi
squealed with glee and told her where Bud was,

for Beanie needed to say d

to let go of what once was, what never really got O Wh at shal l we say? Prev
to beé through our hours of pain a
Bud was living on a farm outside of town with his It is for the glory of the coming new flower.

sweet wife, now pregnant with their 3 4 child.
Beanie walked up to the shack in her crisp, white Such is Life.
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6819 McCUTCHEON RD.,
CHATTANOOGA, TN 37421
USA

james@wayofchrist.org

or christmin@aol.com

Phone: (423) 991-7630

The good news of God is the coming of Jesus into this world. It is His
life, His teaching, his death, His resurrection, His ascension, and His
coming into the life of the believer.

Ultimately, the good news is that man can have a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ, a personal relationship with God Himself.

Christian Ministries exists solely to help all people experience the full-
ness of the manifestation of Christ in their life.

Weekly CD:

Barry and
Jennifer with
their children,
Kaitlyn Grace
& Gabriel James

Christian Ministries

offers a Weekly CD of Bible
study for those who desire to
participate.

Contact Barry Shepherd
barrysheperd@wayofchrist.org

Join The Way of Christ Facebook Group under this narr

Dr. James Stone: The Way of Christ MinistiStone communi-
cates through this newsletter, home or church visits, and the web confe
He is not part of Facebook, but it is a good place to connect with friend

dates on the ministry.

We encourage you to share
these CDb6s with
your community to increase
discussion of what the Lord

qg%\'?(?&ﬁng in your lives.

d aet up-

ot

(Continued from page 4)

If the revelation of God could be under-
stood by the reasoning power of man,
then the truths of God could be ascer-
tained by a work performed by man.
Manbds seeking of Go
his climbing the ladder of his own skill, but
rather by coming to the realization that he
stands naked before God doomed to igno-
rance in the things of God unless God
Himself intervenes into his helplessness.
The gospel of Jesus Christ is not only a
message of grace, it must also be a mes-
sage by grace. The good news of the gos-
pel is that the understanding of God by
man is actually a work of God for man. It
is a message of grace by grace!

Heavenly Father, | confess that in my
life it seems that | have gotten close to the
ultimate expression of life only to find that
for some reason | keep coming up short. It
is as if I, too, have gotten into the city but
keep missing the pinpoint of the manifes-
tation of your life. Today, | pray remove
the scales from my eyes, roll back the veil
of my mind, and reveal the place of your
Son. Open my eyes that | might see. g

Meet the Editors: Dale and Joy Simpson

Our prayer for you is that the life of the Spirit
would enable you to hear the mystery of the
Word in this newsletter. We believe the Lord
is revealing how the gospel of Jesus Christ
=5 is sefting usfreelfrpmpourgelyes., Please sent all cor-
‘h_ respondence from International Pastors or Mission-
LOS @? aries to this email address: nyagali@gmail.com

God bless you today! Dale and Joy Simps

olp

Host (or Support) a Live Home Bible Study
from ANYWHERE in the World!

www.wayofchrist.org/bible-study-
conference-registration.asp

Invite a few friends over for a Bible
Study. Dr. Stone will join you live
through the Internet. All you need is a
computer, a bible, and a few friends,
family or neighbors. It would be helpful if you had a webcam

and microphone on your computer, but not necessary.
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