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Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

James Stone 
 
Caught in a dead end job; trapped in an abusive 
relationship; prisoner to a physical or mental handicap; or, it 
may be as simple as the current circumstances seem to be 
stacked against you.  At one time or another, we all find 
ourselves behind prison bars.  Everyone, at one time or 
another, will face troubling circumstances over which he has 
no control. 
 
Paul finding himself in just such circumstances (in a Roman 
prison chained to a Roman guard) asks the believers in 
Ephesus to pray for him.  His request for prayer was not that 
the circumstances might be changed, but that an utterance 
might be given him that he would speak in those 
circumstances as he ought to speak.  His witness, both his 
words and his life, was not to be controlled by those 
circumstances.  By the grace of God, despair would not 
come forth from his thoughts or speech. 
 
His desire in those troubling times was to make known the 
mystery of the gospel.  Under the normal conditions of this 
world’s order, much trouble would produce much stress.  
Always being hassled eventually causes a sense of 
hopelessness, and constantly being put down would make 
most people feel destitute.  But, Paul knew he was not of 
this world’s order.  He marched to the beat of a different 
drum.  His request for prayer was that he might experience 
and express (in spite of the trouble, the perplexities, the 
persecutions, and the being put down) peace, joy, and a 
sense of justice in the Holy Spirit. 
 

“You won’t give me what I want!” 

Joy Simpson 

This weekend while my granddaughter was visiting we went for 

a walk to the park. She knows there is an ice-cream store 

nearby so about half way there she asked me if I would get her 

a cone while we were out. Since I knew we had some in our 

freezer I said that we should maybe wait and have it when we 

got home. But she wanted the kind you get in the store with 

the blue swirls; and even more so after I told her my ice-cream 

had brown swirls in it. ”I don’t want brown ice-cream!”  After a 

few stomps of the feet, not listening to much I was saying, and 

eventually tears down her cheeks, I asked her what was wrong. 

I knew exactly what was wrong, but wondered if she could 

relate all this together. In exasperation, she looked right at me 

as she was crying, “Grandma, you won’t give me what I want!”   

 

Often I am not much different than my five year old grand 

daughter. I ask God for something and then often expect Him 

to hand it right over, just because I know He can. He is God!  

I’ve seen Him give some of these things (I have asked for) to 

other people, so why not me?  Does He have favourites?  But if 

I can love both my grandchildren equally, I should know better 

than to ask that question. But I do ask. And I do sometimes 

complain that He doesn’t give me what I want, especially when 

I think some requests are for Him!  I also, like my 

granddaughter, prefer pretty (blue) things too. At the time, it 

can seem like a circumstance is difficult or painful, but I would 

not be at this place with the Lord without having gone through 

those times that didn’t seem like they were “good”.  In the 

past, I thought “good” meant that the circumstance was in my 

favour, that I didn’t have a disagreement that day, that I had 

enough money to pay the bill, that I was healthy, etc. Often I 

have heard our brother James share about circumstances: the 

way we react to them is how the good or the bad occurs in 

our mind. And isn’t this exactly what happened in my walk to 

the park?  My granddaughter wanted her ice-cream cone 

immediately; she had expectations on what it would look like 

and how it would taste.  Her mind was set! She didn’t want to 

wait.  But she still has to get to know me, just as I have to 

continue to know the character of my Heavenly Father, who 

gives good things and has everything under His control and in 

His timing. I want to experience the depth of God’s love. 

 

When we were home, enjoying a bowl of ice cream together 

with the yummy (brown) caramel swirls, my granddaughter 

said, “Grandma I want to have this every time I come over!” 

continued on page 2 
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It made little difference if he were a Jew or a Gentile, a 
prisoner or a free man, a male or a female, a master or a 
servant, or any other condition of life.  The mystery of the 
gospel could produce in him that which was beyond the 
physical circumstances.  What better opportunity to 
express the power of the gospel than in circumstances that 
could not in themselves produce joy, peace, or a sense of 
fairness.  The real witness of the gospel is one who is 
experiencing the destruction of physical circumstances 
around them and yet they are at peace. 
 
Since we are physical creatures who encounter the 
experiences of life through our sensing network, the 
temptation of life will always be to control that life by our 
senses.  The human dilemma (this treasure is in an earthen 
vessel) dictates that the circumstances of life will not 
always be favorable and that man cannot control them. 
 
They are not only uncontrollable, they are destined to be 
eventually troublesome in order that all honor and all glory 
will not go to the vessel but to God.  Or, as Jesus said, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall 
into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit.  He that loveth his life shall lose 
it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto 
life eternal” (John 12:24,25). 
 
This great truth is seen in the 
encounters of life itself.  As  
man goes through his journey, 
whether he perceives it or  
not, he moves through  
various stages of his existence. 
He experiences his birth,  
his infancy, his childhood, his  
youth, his young adulthood, his middle age, and his elder 
years.  Each of these stages has its own unique 
characteristics and patterns of behavior.  Each is an age 
unto itself.  
 
The success of enjoying life may largely depend on the 
successful navigation of the passage from one age to the 
next.  Many fail to experience the steady development of 
their life.  They seem to have great difficulty in crossing the 
bridge that takes them to the next level of their life.  As 
with the entire created world, life is a continuous cycle of 
the death of an age and the birth of a new age.  It is the 
circumstances of life that actually move us through life. 
 
The circumstantial events of the Bible are not just history.  
They are real events that occurred to real people in the 
past, but they are also the same events that occur in our 
lives.  We are in a Garden of Eden with the serpent 
whispering its deception.  We are in the wandering of an 
Abraham in a place that cannot be called home.  We are in 
deliverance out of the bondage of Egypt through the  

struggles of the wilderness existence to the Promised Land.  
We are in the sufferings of Christ and the glory that follows.  
Everything within the pages of the Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation is the story of our lives as well. 
 
The story of the Bible is the story of how God comes down 
into our lives and dwells among us in the very 
circumstances of which we live.  God spoke to Moses and 
said, “Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me 
an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with his 
heart, ye shall take my offering . . . And let them make me 
a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them . . . According 
to all that I shew thee, after the pattern of the tabernacle” 
(Ex. 25:2,8,9). After giving Moses further instructions 
concerning the things of the sacred place, God said, “And 
look that thou make them after their pattern, which was 
shown thee in the mount” (Ex. 25:40) 
 
The physical temple that Moses built was constructed from 
the pattern which was “the true temple, which the Lord 
pitched, and not man” (Heb. 8:2) as the writer of Hebrews 
stated.  Christ, the greater High Priest, did not enter into 
the holy place made with hands, which is only the figure of 
the true temple.  He entered into the heavenly temple, the 
temple not made with hands.  The old temple has been 
brought   to  its   end  and  the  new  temple   has  been   es-    
                                           tablished with new priests and new  
                                                                                          sacrifices. 
 

The reason why Paul could experience the 
   good life in very troubling circumstances  

        was because he knew the dwelling                                
                  place of  God, the temple of God.  It was                                  

not the tabernacle that Moses built but  
the actual pattern by which Moses constructed the 

earthly temple.  He said, “For through him we both (all 
people) have access by one Spirit unto the Father.  Now 
therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but 
fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God;  
And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone;  
In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto 
an holy temple in the Lord:  In whom ye also are builded 
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit” (Eph. 
2:18-22). 
 
Our hope is not in the building or rebuilding of a physical 
temple.  Our hope is in the true temple not made with 
hands.  It is a temple in which each of us “as lively stones, 
are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” (1 
Pet. 2:5).  With the passing of the old temple and the 
bringing forth of the new temple, each believer, through 
Jesus Christ, becomes the priest that offers the sacrifices in 
the true heavenly temple of God.  Those sacrifices occur in 
and through the daily living of our lives. 
                                                                     Continued on page 3. 

continued from page 1 

The circumstantial events of the 
Bible are not just history.  They are 

real events that occurred to real 
people in the past, but  they are also 
the same events that occur in our 

lives. 
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moved: Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was 
glad;  moreover  also my  flesh  shall  rest in  hope:  Because 
thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer 
thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou hast made known to 
me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy 
countenance” (Acts 2:25-28). 
 
Understanding the ways of life is to understand the 
Morning Glory.  Throughout the day and the night, the 
summer and the winter, the cold and the heat, and the 
seedtime and the harvest, this simple flower lives the 
duration of its life in perfect glory to God.  The Morning 
Glory, without the capability to observe and to make 
judgment on what is occurring in its life, lives its entire 
existence in simple harmony with its Creator.  In the 
innocence of its being, it stands in the glory in which it was 
created. 
 
Peter, again, understanding the ways of life wrote, “But the 
God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory 
by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make 
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you” (1 Pet. 5:10).  
Like the Morning Glory, we too can experience God’s 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus. 
 
For example, plant a tomato seed in the ground.  The outer 
casing or husk of the seed must rot or decay before the 
essence of life within the seed can come forth with tender 
sprouts of life.  One pushes up through the ground seeking 
the light of the sun.  Another one pushes into the soil 
seeking water and nutrients.  Without this struggle for light 
and water, it does not survive.  This struggle is what it 
means to be a created entity.   It is the fact of any created 
existence and is always experienced in and through the 
circumstances of life.   

         grown tomato plant. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hanging on the branches of the plant are fully developed 
tomatoes.  They are the glory of the tomato plant.  The 
mature tomatoes are the fullest possible manifestation of   
life the tomato plant an experience. 

 
Within each tomato are many seeds.  Within each seed is 
the same life that was in the seed that was planted in the 
ground to start the cycle of life.  Although individual tomato 
plants with their tomatoes live and die, the essence of life 
within the seed is eternal.  This is the eternal glory to which 
all of creation has been called. 
                                                                     Continued on page 4. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The simple flower of the Morning Glory proclaims 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ  !ǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǿƴƛƴƎ 
rays of the sun penetrate its surrounding, the 
petals of the flower open to the glow of the 
sunlight.  The increasing warmth and brightness 
of the sun causes the flower to raise its head, 
spread its petals, and reach up to its source of 
life.  Through the power of the sun, the glory of 
the flower is perfected. 
 
As the sun comes forth to bring the full glory of 
the flower, the setting of the sun causes the 
flower to respond in diminishing shades of glory.  
As the light of the day begins to fade, the petals 
of the Morning Glory begin to draw in unto  
itself.  With the passing of dusk and the approach 
of midnight, the flower bends its head, gathers its  
                                       petals, and prepares for  
                                       the night.  Eventually, the  
                                       flower will bow in perfect  
                                       submission. 
 
 

continued from page 2 

It is within the realm of a seed falling to the ground to die in 
order that it may be raised to newness of life that the 
challenges of spiritual sacrifices are made.  When man is 
taken to the end of his current existence, he is at the 
germinating point of life.  The circumstances that he is 
facing bring his soul into the balance of heaven or hell.  This 
point of germination, one’s current existence being brought 
to an end by the intrusion of another person, is the 
moment of priesthood for all believers. 
 
Every man will find himself continually at the crossroads of 
defending his current existence from the  
encumbrance of others or willingly  
experience the death of that existence through  
the control of his mind by the Spirit of God.   
The dying of this old existence by the tur- 
bulence of another will always bring  
newness of life between the two 
participants.  Refusing or resisting that in- 
trusion always brings greater agitation and  
separation between the two.  These challenging moments 
of life and death are how man stands in the true temple of 
God.  These moments are how the priesthood makes 
spiritual sacrifices.  The circumstances of life are actually 
how God moves us to where he wants us to go. 
 

In perhaps one of the greatest messages of the Christian 
faith on record, Peter quoted David in explaining the events 
of the day of Pentecost:   “I foresaw the Lord always before 
my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be  

 

Every man will find himself continually at the crossroads of 
defending his current existence from the encumbrance of 
others or willingly experience the death of that existence 

through the control of his mind by the Spirit of God. 
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Weekly CD:  
  

 
  
Christian Ministries offers a 
Weekly CD of Bible Study for 

those who desire to participate.   
 
We encourage you to share 
these CDôs with others in your 
community to increase discus-
sion of what the Lord is re-
vealing in your lives.   
 

Contact Barry Shepherd for 
details.  
  

Barry and 
Jennifer 
with 
Kaitlyn 
Grace & 
Gabriel 
James  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As God uses the circumstances of life to bring man to his germination moment, man 
finds himself at the judgment of Christ.  At this moment of judgment his soul is 
brought into the balance of heaven and hell.  By not resisting the dying of the old 
existence, the judgment of Christ will always bring newness of life.  As Peter stated, 
“But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you” 
(1 Pet. 5:10).  In a world of trouble, perplexities, persecutions, and being put down, the 
believer can be completed, confirmed, strong, and have a firm foundation because he 
has experienced the heavenly.  He has been raised to newness of life through the very 
circumstances of which he is encountering. 
 
Refusing or resisting what God is doing through these circumstances of life, the 
judgment of Christ will always bring damnation to the one experiencing the 
circumstances.  As Peter stated, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).  
Once the mind begins to escalate its worrisome thoughts over current circumstances, 
the soul becomes intoxicated with anxiety.  The mind runs out of control and “sleep 
won’t come the whole night through.”  Instead of living in the peace and rest of a 
sound mind controlled by the Holy Spirit, the soul is being devoured by the 
imaginations of the mind.  It is overwhelmed by its own created world of destruction. 
 
The circumstances that bring the good and the circumstances that bring the bad are 
the same circumstances.   The good or the bad occurs in response to how man is 
reacting to what God is doing.  The living of life will always bring man to this 
germination moment.  By the true grace of God, the believer can come through this 
moment of destiny, the germination of new life, with the cry, “O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory?” 
 
The true believer, by the power of the Holy Spirit, can have a joyful heart, a thankful 
attitude, and a submissive will in the midst of germinating process.  The sting of death 
has been conquered by the grace of God in the innocence mind.  It is the power of 
salvation as Jesus comes to deliver His people in and through the circumstances of life. 
 

What was the secret of Paul that enabled him to say, ". . . I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content" (Phil. 4:11)?  

¶ Is the good life determined by the flesh and blood reality of the physical 
world--including trying circumstances?  

¶ Or, does the good life originate in the spiritual realm of the heavenly domain--
regardless of the physical circumstances in which one might find himself? 

¶ What makes the quality of life good?  
Request a CD to hear more on this newsletter topic: Good Life Introduction 

 
 

You are invited to join  

The "Christian Ministries 

Fellowship"  

July 17-19, 2009 

Doniphan, Missouri, USA 
 

Motels to book for the weekend:  

Days Inn -- (800) 325-2525 or 

(573) 996-2400 

Northend -- (573) 996-2164  

Current River Inn -- (573) 996-

4018 

Please contact James if you 

wish to attend. 

james@wayofchrist.org 

CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL OFFICE 
 
JAMES STONE DMin    
6819 McCUTCHEON RD.,  
CHATTANOOGA, TN 37421  
 
Web Page:       www.wayofchrist.org 
Phone:      (423) 553-8210  
Fax:      (423) 899-8514  
Email:      james@wayofchrist.org or christmin@aol.com 

 

You are always welcome to meet James when he travels to your area. 
Please check the web page for the monthly schedule and then  

contact the host home.  
 

Meet the Editors: 
 

 
 

Dale and Joy Simpson 

Our prayer for you is that the life of 
The Spirit would enable you to 
hear the mystery of the Word in 
this newsletter. 
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