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Experiencing God in the Church

1John 4:17-21

In perhaps one of the most
descriptive  passages  of
Scripture concerning the
experiencing of God, Jesus
said, My meat is to do the
will of him that sent me,
and to finish his work. Say
not ye, There are yet four
months, and then cometh
harvest? | say unto you, Lift
up your eyes, and look on
the fields; for they are white
already to harvest. And he
that reapeth receiveth
wages, and gathereth fruit
unto life eternal: that both
he that soweth and he that
reapeth may rejoice to-
gether. And herein is that
saying true, One soweth,
and another reapeth. | sent
you to reap that whereon
ye bestowed no labour:
other men laboured, and ye
are entered into their la-
bours. (John 4:34-38)

Jesus began by saying, “My
meat is to do the will of him
that sent me, and to finish
his work.” Later in His
priestly prayer to the Fa-
ther, He prayed “. . . | have
finished the work which
thou gavest me to do” (John
17:4). Approximately, one
week before Jesus died on
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gavest them me; and
they have kept thy
word” (17:6). Four times in
this one verse, He men-
tioned the object of His
work:  “men,”  “they,”
“them,” and “they.” Amaz-
ingly, to modern culture, it
seems Jesus left the glory
world and came to this
world just to enter into the
lives of a very few people.
His “meat,” His desire, His
purpose was to share the
Father with basically about
twenty people.

After Jesus stated, “[My]
meat is to do the will of
him that sent me, and to
finish his work,” He then
gave the Christian man-
date for experiencing eter-
nal life. This experiencing
of the Holy Spirit among
people is how the lost
world is saved. Jesus said,
Say not ye, There are yet

four months, and then

cometh harvest? behold, | say

unto you, Lift up your eyes,
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and look on the fields; for they
are white already to harvest.
And he that reapeth receiveth
wages, and gathereth fruit
unto life eternal: that both he
that soweth and he that
reapeth may rejoice together.
And herein is that saying true,
One soweth, and another
reapeth. | sent you to reap
that whereon ye bestowed no
labour: other men laboured,
and ye are entered into their
labours. (John 4:35-38)

The experiencing of Jesus is
what brings rejoicing both
to the heart of the reaper
and to the heart of the
sower. It is in the connec-
tion between them that Je-
sus Christ, the Life, is en-
countered: “For where two

(Continued on page 4)
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Weekly CD:

Barry and Jennifer with their
children, Kaitlyn Grace &
Gabriel James

Christian Ministries offers a
Weekly CD of Bible study for
those who desire to participate.

Contact Barry Shepherd for
details. We encourage you to
share these CD6s
your community to increase
discussion of what the Lord is
revealing in your lives.

Download Bible Studies on the
Grace of God.

You can listen to Dr. Stone sharing on:
Conquering your adversary, Galatians,
Romans, Job, Peter, Basic Bible Beliefs
and much more! “You cannot find out
God by just Bible studies. All effective
Bible studies must be the experiencing
of the living

Word in the

written word.”

The Renewing of the Mindo ¢ { Sy FNRBY

The process of being transformed to the
image of Christ (2 Cor. 3:18) is a work of
the Holy Spirit as He renews the mind of
man. Although most Christians earnestly
desire to yield to the leading of the Spirit,
they just never seem to see the fullness of
the Spirit being developed in their lives.
Could it be possible that man’s mind-set,
the way he thinks, which is usually the
result of his culture, actually prohibits the
Christian from experiencing the free-flow
of the Spirit? Could it be possible that the

Frustrated Grace: The reason why so many Christians Struggle
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There is a powerful statement of victory
in Paul’s letter to the Romans: “For if by
one man’s offense death reigned by
one; much more they which receive
abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteousness shall reign in life by one,
Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:17). It is a simple
statement that believers in Jesus Christ
should reign in life. The reality of this
truth is indicated in the statement of
Jesus, “. . . | am come that they might
have life, and that they might have it
more abundantly” (John 10:10). Regard-
less of the conditions, the Christian
should be “on top” of the circum-
stances. Life does not rule the believer;
the believer reigns in life.

Paul knew the reality of reigning in life
regardless of the circumstances for he
v&roﬁte t8 %hog Eoffinsthialnsp We are trou-
bled on every side, yet not distressed;
we are perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; cast
down, but not destroyed . . . For all
things are for your sakes, that the abun-
dant grace might . . . redound to the
glory of God” (2 Cor. 4:8, 9, 15).

The believer should reign in life; how-
ever, the reality of far too many Chris-
tians is not one of victory, but rather of
frustration, failure, and defeat. The
Christian often finds himself reacting to
life much like the non-believer. When
circumstances are good, the emotional
feelings are good. When circumstances
get tough, the believer often finds him -

visible church’s mind-set, the way it
thinks which is usually the result of the
way it has thought over the last several
years, actually prohibits the church
from being brought to where it should
be by the Holy Spirit? Could this be
Paul’s meaning when he wrote, “In
meekness instructing those that op-
pose themselves; if God peradventure
will give them repentance to the ac-
knowledging of the truth; and that
they may recover themselves out of
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self experiencing emotional lows. The
emotional status of many Christians rises
and falls with the circumstances they are
facing. Life is dictating to the believer,
rather than the believer reigning in life.

Why do so many believers experience
failure and defeat, when the promise of
victory is so prevalent? The answer to
that question lies in the often overlooked
phrases of “abundance of grace” (Rom.
5:17) and “abundant grace” (2 Cor 4:15).
Again, Paul gives insight to this victorious
living: “I am crucified with Christ: never-
theless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me. . . | do not frustrate the grace of God.
. .“(Gal. 2:20, 21). Paul did not frustrate
grace and that abundance of grace al-
lowed him to reign in life.

This issue of “not frustrat[ing] the grace
of God” was such an important issue in
the Early Church that the entire letter of
Galatians was written to warn of its con-
sequences. Paul wrote, “Knowing that a
man is not justified by the works of the
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even
we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we
might be justified by the faith of Christ,
and not by the works of the law. . . (2:16).
Again, the same emphasis is given when
Paul stated, “I do not frustrate the grace
of God: for if righteousness come by the
law, then Christ is dead in vain” (2:21).
Understanding the phrases “works of the
law” and “if righteousness come by the
law, then Christ (Continued on page 3)
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the snare of the devil, who are taken
captive by him at his will.” (2 Tim. 2:25,
26)? It does seem that it is extremely diffi-
cult for men of all ages to get outside of
the dots in their thinking. Our thinking

habits do, indeed, snare us and limit the
grace of God from working in our lives.

Would you like to meet Dr. Stone?
Check his and contact

the host home for confirmation.
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Frustrated Grace (continued)

is dead in vain” is to understand the very
essence of why so many Christians strug-
gle. It is also the understanding of that
which frustrates grace.

In beginning to develop this understand-
ing, Paul asked a rather penetrating ques-
tion to the Galatians. He, in essence,
stated, “l just want to know one thing.
How did you get saved?”: “This only
would | learn of you, Received ye the
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the
hearing of faith?” (3:2). Paul is, indeed,
asking the saints, “How did you become a
Christian?” “How did the Spirit of Christ
come into your life in the salvation experi-
ence?” “Was it by works, or self-
righteousness, or was it through faith in
hearing the gospel message?” The re-
sponse to that question was apparently
rather easy to answer for Paul stated, “I
marvel that ye are so soon removed from
him that called you into the grace of
Christ.. . (1:6). The essence of Paul’s mes-
sage to the Galatians was no doubt the
same gospel he wrote about to the Ephe-
sians: “For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: not of works, lest any man
should boast” (2:8, 9). Paul stated to the
Galatians, “You did not get saved by
works; you were saved by grace through
faith.” He is assuming that they will know
this basic truth of how they became Chris-
tians. They were saved by grace through
faith.

It is the next statement of Paul to the Ga-
latians that is the key to understanding
“frustrated grace.” He wrote, “Are ye so
foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye
now made perfect by the flesh?” (3:3).
The word perfect is the standard word
used in the New Testament for Christian
maturity. It literally means arriving at the
end to which you were intended or being
made complete. It simply means becom-
ing all you can become in Jesus Christ.
One who is perfect is a mature Christian
with the emphasis being on the process of
“are ye being perfected” rather than the
actual arrival at perfection. Paul asked the
Galatian saints, “how does a believer go

about the business of becoming a per-
fected saint.” He is probing for an under-
standing of the very heart of what it
means to be a Christian. He is asking,
“How did you get saved; how do you stay
saved?” Paul is laying the foundation for
an understanding of continual victorious
Christian living. A believer not only is
saved by grace, he is also perfected by
grace.

Paul raised the question, in essence,
“Does a Christian develop into spiritual
maturity by the flesh? (Gal. 3:3). The word
flesh, especially in Paul’s letter to the Ga-
latians, is probably one of the most misun-
derstood words in the New Testament.
Many attempts are made to define the
term. Flesh is understood by some to
mean “carnality,” with carnality being
understood roughly as a lower debased
ethical nature. To many casual readers of
the New Testament flesh carries the con-
notation of “dirty, rotten desires.” For the
sake of illustration, let us interpret flesh as
“dirty, rotten desires.” It does not take
too much sense to know that a Christian is
not perfected by “dirty, rotten desires.”
Flesh, here, and in the entire letter of Ga-
latians must have a different meaning.

Paul gave a vital clue to the meaning of
flesh in chapter four, verses twenty-two
and twenty-
three: “For it is
written, that
Abraham  had
two sons, the
one by a bond-
maid, the other
by a free-
woman. But he
who was of the
bondwoman
was born after
the flesh . . .“
Does flesh here
mean “dirty,
rotten desires.” | think not. Abraham did
not go into Hagar because he could not
control his biological glands. “Dirty, rotten
desires” were not the motivation for a son
being born of the bondwoman.

be the essence of nfife.

THOUGHT AND PRAYER FOR TODAY

Heavenly Father, | want to live in the fullness of
your graceForgive me for all the times | have
tried to live my life in myown ability. Bring me
face to face with your Son that | mighe

changed and experience what it means to have
Him living in and through me. May your grace

PAGE 3

The Old Testament account of the son of
the bondwoman being born reveals that
God had promised a child to Abraham and
to Sarah in their old age. The son, however,
did not come immediately after the prom-
ise. So, what did Abraham and Sarah do?
They decided to help God out in His prom-
ise to give them a child. The error was not
necessarily Abraham going into Hagar, but
Abraham and Sarah attempting to help God
out in the fulfilling of the promise. Just look
at the pain, agony, death, and dying the
perceived-to-be noble act of helping God
out has caused in the world. When the
Christian tries to help God out and at-
tempts to live for God in his own ability,
grace is frustrated, meaning God cannot do
as He wants to do in and through the be-
liever’s mind.

There is only one way to experience all the
blessings of God which allows the believer
to reign in life. Paul gives it in Galatians
2:20, “I am crucified with Christ: neverthe-
less | live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me:
and the life | now live in the flesh
[humanness] | live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved me, and gave himself for
me.” Paul is stating simply that he does not
attempt to live for Christ (frustrating
grace). Christ lives in him! It is not based
upon the faith of Paul, but “by the faith of
the Son of God.” This is what it means to be
Christian. This is
the good news of
the Gospel. Christ
died on the cross
and was resur-
rected for the for-
giveness of sin.
Christ lives within
and through the

believer for the
sin-free life of
holiness. The

death and resur-

rection of Jesus

Christ is the good
news for mankind. The free-flow of grace
as opposed to frustrated grace is how the
abundant life is experienced.
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world. Itis His life, His
teaching, his death, His resur-
rection, His ascension, and
His coming into the life of the
believer.

Ultimately, the good news is
that man can have a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ,
a personal relationship with

Dr. Stone: it is for those who are touched
and impacted by Christ through his
teaching. It is a forum for us to fellowship

and share together.

God Himself.

Christian Ministries exists
solely to help all people ex-
perience the fullness of the
manifestation of Christ in
their life.
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My testimony of religion that kills

Read Dr. Stone’s own testimony of how he was
1ySé
but very little about true Christianity. | found myself
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Our prayer for you is that the
life of the Spirit would enable
you to hear the mystery of the
Word in this newsletter. We
believe the Lord is revealing
how the gospel of Jesus Christ is
setting us free from ourselves.
God bless you today!

If you would like to
share a personal
estimony, a picture, or piece
2 ina monthly

| newsletter, please email us.
8l ail.com
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Experiencing God

(Continued from page 1)

or three are gathered together in my
name, there am | in the midst of
them” (Matt. 18:20).

People everywhere are sowing seeds
(laboring) to live, they just do not un-
derstand that the harvest of real living
comes only in Jesus. Only those who
have experienced Jesus as life can
share Jesus for life. It actually takes
both the sower and the reaper to ex-
perience the true life that all desire. To
those who have already put on His
“yoke of life,” Jesus said, “I have sent
you to reap that whereon ye bestowed
no labour: other men laboured, and ye
are entered into their labours.”

You should look up and notice the
people that God has already brought

into your life. The family, the
neighbor, the grocery clerk, the
mailman, and the countless other
people that you meet everyday. If
you will listen closely (“Lift up your
eyes, and look on the fields; for they
are white already to harvest.”), you
will hear the hurting cries for help.

Just as Jesus entered into the lives
of a few people (as many as the Fa-
ther had given him [John 17:11]),
Jesus seeks you to enter into the
lives of those the Father brings to
you. The Father is not asking you “to
win the world for Jesus.” He simply
wants you to encounter His love
with other people. He only asks that
His love may be completed by you
caring, sharing, and maybe just to
wipe the tears from someone’s
eyes.

The “meat” of everyone of us should
be “to do the will of him that [sends
us], and to finish his work.” God’s will
and God’s work is for each of us to
allow Jesus to manifest His love with
them that God has brought into our
lives (John 17:26). Reaching out with
our lives to our friends, our neighbor,
and our family members (getting in-
volved with just a few) can change the
world.

Experiencing the love of God in inti-
mate personal relationships has
changed the world in the past and it
can change the world again. The sim-
ple experiencing of Jesus Christ in the
connections of life is how the Father
sent the Son to be the Savior of the
World. It is how we experience God.
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