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No Idols in the Church

1 John 5:16-21

Paul wrote to the Co-
rinthians, “no man can
say that Jesus is the
Lord, but by the Holy
Ghost”  (12:3). The
Holy Spirit is the only
One that can manifest
Jesus as Lord, the One
who supplies all the
needs of the people. It
is a manifestation that
occurs not in the dumb
idols of which indi-
viduals set up for
themselves but only in
relationships between
individuals: “And not
holding the Head, from
which all the body by

joints and bands hav-

ing nourishment minis-
tered, and knit to-
gether, increaseth with
the increase of
God” (Col. 1:19). Did
you know how easy it
is to create idols to
which we turn to try
and experience God?

The emphases of the
letters of John (love,
abide, know) can also
be seen in Paul’s letter
to the Corinthians. He
wrote, “Now concerning
spiritual gifts [italicized
in KJV, meaning not in
the original text],
brethren, I would not

have you igno-
rant.” Coupled
with his later
statement,
“Wherefore 1
give you to un-
derstand,” he
wanted to see in
the lives of the
Corinthians a
knowledge of
the spiritual
realm.  They,
evidently,
needed enlight-
enment  that
would  bring
their focus back
to experiencing
the love of God.

(Con’t. on page 2)

Love is less that which flows from one individ-

sense o1 weibeing, a sense o

olsomenessit

Is both individuals experiencing the continual
life of Jesus in the relationship between them.
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No Idols in Church (continued from page 1)

They, evidently, had fallen into
the trap of believing abundant
life could be found in an indi-
vidual participating in some act
or deed.

Like the child who is trauma-
tized, as he awakes out of sleep
in the middle of the night, by an
image on the wall, the Corin-
thians were beginning to focus
on an image. In the case of the
traumatized child, a powerless
shadow reflected on the wall
from a chair or some other ob-
ject was bringing powerful emo-
tional responses (alarm, fear,
shock) out of the child. Al-
though the image on the wall
had no power within itself, the
mind of the child gave the im-
age power over the child.

The Corinthians, also, by an
overactive mind, were giving
power to an image that had no
power. Without question, there
was something powerful hap-
pening, but it was that which
had been created by the mind.
Just as in the fearful child who
was being controlled by a pow-
erless image on the wall, the Co-
rinthians were becoming con-

trolled once again by dumb
idols that had no power.

It is not a coincidence that the
Ten Commandments given to
Moses began with “Thou shalt
have no other gods before me.
Thou shalt not make unto thee
any graven image . . .Thou shalt
not bow down thyself to them,
nor serve them . . .” (Exod.
20:4,5). There is little difference
between carving an idol out of
wood or stone and carving out
an idol in the mind. Even an idol
carved out of wood or stone be-
comes nothing if the mind does
not give significance to it.

Ultimately, it is always the idols
or images in the mind that are
the deception. It is always the
mind that is in opposition to the
Spirit (Eze. 28:11-19; Gen. 3:1-7;
John 9:39-41; and Rom. 12:1-3).
Man will always be controlled
either by a powerless image of

GRACE MESSENGER

power. He perceives the image
is powerful because his emo-
tions are greatly stirred by the
image. The dumb idol stirs the
emotions only because the mind
has given the image its alle-
giance. By successfully bowing
down to what the mind has set
up to be the image, the partici-
pant can “feel” the power of the
image. If proper allegiance can
be given to the idol, the mind
can take the participant to great
heights of emotionalism. This
worship of the image has great
affect upon the man because he
is emotionally experiencing
what the mind has given him to
be the answer. Deceived, he per-
ceives the power has come from
the image.

It seems that the Corinthians, in
demonstrating excessive indi-
vidualistic behavior, were re-

(Conbét. o

the mind or controlled by
the Spirit of God. Since

Grace of God Defined

the beginning of time,
man has always been de-
ceived by an image or idol
that appears to have great
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turning to the same principles that guided their
lives before they became Christians. For Paul began
this discourse with “Ye know that ye were Gentiles,
carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye
were led” (1 Cor. 12:2). Voiceless or mute images
(dumb idols ) had carried them away. They had
been and were again becoming deceived by that
which has plagued man since his creation, an over-
active mind.

Just as the powerless image on the wall produced
within the young child powerful emotions, man has
let one image after another produce powerful emo-
tions within his being. He has consistently carved
out idols in his mind to replace the God that has cre-
ated him. He serves the image gladly because he is,
in fact, worshiping himself, the product of his own
mind. With powerful emotions, he
gladly bows down to the image be-
cause he believes it is the pathway
to the blessings of life. Paul saw that
the Corinthians were once again
carving out dumb idols that had no

To this group of people who had been and seemed
to be once again returning to being “carried away
unto . . . dumb idols,” Paul wrote, “Wherefore I give
you to understand, that no man speaking by the
Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed . . .” (12:3).
With accursed meaning “a ban or excommunicate,”
Paul is saying that the Holy Spirit does not ban
Jesus (the love of God) being manifested among
them. He is telling the Corinthians that the edifying
of the individual by receiving their manifestation as
an individual is not the work of the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit does not curse Jesus, does not ban Jesus,
who is always manifested in the connections of
love.

The edifying of the individual, as an individual, ac-
tually prohibits Jesus from communicating in the
connections or the joints between peo-
ple: “From whom [Christ] the whole
body fitly joined together and com-

Jesus is manifested pacted by that which every
only in the joint and

joint supplieth, according to the effec-
tual working in the measure of every

power. They were attempting to ex- [0l in the manifesta- part, maketh increase of the body unto

perience life in powerful emotional tion of an individual

events that were individualistic in
nature. They were losing the reality
of experiencing the love of God
manifested among the believers and were beginning
to experience emotional highs that came from their
individualistic accomplishments. Thus, Paul would
write, Though I speak with the tongues of men and
of angels, and have not charity, I am become as
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I
have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mys-
teries, and all knowledge; and though I have all
faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have
not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all
my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my
body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth
me nothing. (I Cor. 13:1-3) The dumb idol (a great
speaker, a great scholar, a great faith, a great hu-
manitarian, a great sacrifice, a great act, or a great
thought) was giving them great emotional highs
that seemed to come from the power of the idol it-
self. They were experiencing something powerful. It
was not of God even though it was for God. Like
the power that held the child traumatized from the
image on the wall, it was being produced by their
own minds.

the edifying of itself in love” (Eph.
4:16). Jesus is manifested only in
the joint and not in the manifestation
of an individual. Consequently, an in-
dividual receives his sense of well-being not from
individualistic behavior (the worship of some idol)
but from experiencing the relationship of love. The
Corinthians were ignoring the edifying of the body
(the edifying of each other in love) for the sake of
the edifying of the individual (1 Cor. 14). Igno-
rantly, they were bringing the death of fragmenta-
tion and isolation upon themselves. They did not
understand that abundant, continual life is only ex-
perienced in loving and being loved in relation-
ships.

Unfortunately, they were misunderstanding the
working of the Spirit. They seemed to be counting
their blessing in the gratification of what they felt,
as an individual, in religious deeds. They were mak-
ing a graven image out of their individual efforts
and experiences. Sadly, because they were failing to
experience Jesus in the connection, each individual-
istic effort or experience only drove them to greater
displays of emotionalism to keep feeling the same
high in their experience.

(Continued on page 5)
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Baptized into Jesus

Do you keep striving to under-
stand and to develop a doctrine
that will allow you to feel good
about yourself from within
your-self, instead of having a
sense of well being from being
in (experiencing) Christ? This
has been my experience.

Amazingly, Paul actually said
"for we know not" in the "Spirit-
filled" chapter, Romans 8. It is in
the chapter in which Paul eulo-
gizes life in the Spirit. Surely,
the Spirit-filled Christian should
know his own heart. However,
Paul said, "Likewise the Spirit
also helpeth our infirmities: for
we know not what we should
pray for as we ought: but the
Spirit itself maketh intercession
for us with groanings which
cannot be uttered" (8:26).

Notice, the painful similarity
between Paul's statement, "for
we know not ...," and Jeremiah's
statement, "The heart of man is
deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked: who can
know it?" (17:9).

Surely I should know for what I
should pray. However, I am
finding that when I pray as I
think I should pray, it is always
to feed the love of my self-
centeredness, Vainly, I pray for
my own enhancement. Pain-
fully, I have come to realize I,
too, "know not what [I] should
pray for as [I] ought."

The good news is that in Christ
there is the "creation" of a "new"
heart for man. The believer now
lives, as if he has a new heart,
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Taken from the new book, Meditations in the GrGoa of

because he now experiences life body, but only if my life is never

he has a new heart not because

his heart is made over, or made
new. His old heart is continually
dying, yet he experiences the life
of a new heart because he now
lives in the heart of Christ.

my self-centeredness. I am alive
but dying, yet dying I live. It is a
mystery, but continual life is
only experienced in the contin-
ual death (dying off) of my "own
flesh:" Always bearing about in

The only answer for my deceit-  the body the dying of the Lord
ful heart is Christ's new heart. I Jegys, that the life also of Jesus

must experience a "true heart
transplant" from life in my heart
to life in the heart of Christ.

might be made manifest in our
body. For we which live are al-
way|[s] delivered unto death for
Although my heart remains in  Jesus' sake, that the life also of
me, it no longer serves as the  Jesus might be made manifest in

essence of my life. It must con- our mortal flesh. (Il Cor. 4:10,11)
tinually die off. Christ now be-

comes the essence of my life. He
must continually live.

In experiencing this exchanging
of the hearts, one of the most
profound mysteries of grace has
been revealed. Just as I fought
my "conversion" experience of
being moved out of myself and
back "into" Jesus, my heart will
continually, desperately scheme
to put me back on the throne of

my life. Even after "conversion," Weekly CD:
my heart will resist the sover- Barry and Jennifer with
eign power of God. their children, Kaitlyn

Grace & Gabriel James

| now understand | will nev
experience the death of "t
die" until | experience th
grave. However, thanks be to
Jesus Christ, | can experience

Christian Ministries offers a
Weekly CD _of Bible study
for those who desire to par-
ticipate.

Contact Barry Shepherd for

my continual dying off in thi
details. We encourage you

to share these CD’s with oth-
ers in your community to
increase discussion of what
the Lord is revealing in your
lives.

The continual "life of Jesus" is
made manifest in my mortal
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The good news of God is the coming &

It is His life, Higs

teaching, his death, His resurrection, (&8

His ascension, and His coming into t
life of the believer.

Ultimately, the good news is that man
can have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, a
personal relationship with God Himself.

Christian Ministries exists solely to help all people ex-

Join the Facebook Group under this na |
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This group was not created by Dr. Stor
it is for those who are touched and

impacted by Christ through his teachin
It is a forum for us to fellowship and

share together. Everyone is invited to jc

their life.

revealing how the gospel of Jesus Christ is setting
us free from ourselves. If you would like to share
a personal testimony, a picture, or piece of art in
a monthly newsletter, please email us.
nyagali@gmail.com

perience the fullness of the manifestation of Christ in

the mystery of the Word in this
newsletter. We believe the Lord is

God bless you today!

No Idols in Church (continued from page 3)

They were once again being
caught in the degenerating cycle
of death with progressively
greater effort or experience re-
quired to produce the same rush
of life. With their focus on their
individual idols, they were fail-
ing to experience Jesus being
manifested among the people.
He also wrote to them that “no
man can say that Jesus is the
Lord, but by the Holy Ghost”
(12:3). The Holy Spirit is the
only One that can manifest Jesus
as Lord, the One who supplies
all the needs of the people. It is a

manifestation that occurs not in
the dumb idols of individualis-
tic accomplishments but only in
the joints between individuals:
“And not holding the Head,
from which all the body by
joints and bands having nour-
ishment ministered, and knit
together, increaseth with the in-
crease of God” (Col. 1:19). The
edification of the body, thereby
producing a sense of well-being
in individuals of the body,
comes from the nourishment
ministered in the joints and
bands. Life comes from the liga-

ments (bands) that connect the
individuals, the manifestation
of Jesus in the connection of
love.

Love is less that which flows
from one individual to another
individual than it is that which
two individuals experience to-
gether. When love is experi-
enced between two, it leaves
both with a sense of well-being,
a sense of whole someness. It is
both individuals experiencing
the continual life of Jesus in
the joints.
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