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Seeing God infle Church

(1 John 4:1216)

The early followers of Jesus came to know that the
incomprehensible, invisible God was making Himself
known in a comprehensible, visible manifestation of
Himself They knew that Jesus was the manifestation
of God in a mortal bodyAs afollower of Jesus you
canalsoknow how Jesus (the manifestation of God) is
made visible iryourlives.

To the early followers of Jesus there was something
far more significant than seeing the cloud, the hearing
of the thunder, the smelling of th
smoke, the feeling of the fire, an
the tasting of the sacrifices in th
Old Testament. One of the earl
followers of Jesus gave us a clue °
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the Word was made flesh, and dwel
among us, (and we beheld his glor
the glory of the only begotten of the
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The experiencing of God is the marvel of the
revelation of Himself to man. God is omniscient. He is
all-knowing in that He knows Himself and all things
possible. He is literally the knowing of all things. God
is omnipresent. He is present everywhere. Heds
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only present everywhere but everywhere God is, all of
Him is there. At the same time all of Himthere, He
is everywhere.

God is omnipotent. He is absolute. He is the only
source of power. God is Fathey the omniscient
knowing of all titngs, God is Santhe expression that

is everywhere present, and God is Holy Sgrihe
power source that energizes every created entity.

Although He cannot be localized to exist in only one
place, He often reveals Himself in what has been
called His Ipry in one place. For example, when
Moses expressed a desire to see the glory of God, Goc
said to him, Thou canst not see my face: for there
shall no man see me, and live. And the LORD said
Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand
upon a rock And it shall come to pass, while my glory
passeth by, that | will put thee in a clift of the rock,
and will cover thee with my hand while | pass by: And
| will take away mine hand, and
thou shalt see my back parts
[that  which has  been
expressed]: but myface shall
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festation of God i< not be seen. (Ex. 33:28)
In and through Jesus of |
Nazareth.
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The presence of God is
expressed by other

manifestations in what is called
the glory of God. It appeared to
the Children of Israel when God
led them from Egypt by a pillar of cloud and fire (Ex.
13, 14). His presenceas manifested as a cloud which
vindicated Moses against the murmuring Children of
Israel just before God gave them quail and manna (EX.
24:16).
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The glory of God covered Mount Sinai as a thick cloudK dzY A f AL GA 2y @ | S gl a I
and thundering as Moses communed with God remained in poverty all the days of his life. Hedlie
concerninghe ten commandments (Ex. 24:16). When the death of a common criminal. There was nothing in
the tabernacle and, in turn, the temple was built, God His appearance, nothing in His clothing, nothing in His
appeared as a cloud upon the mersgat which was  associations, nothing in His outer circumstances that
on the ark in the Holy of Holies (Lev. 16). would justify in the eyes of the people the expression,
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This cloud of glory appeared so many times in the
history of Israel they coined a word to signify the What did Jbn and the other disciples see? Somehow
visible manifestation of the invisible God. The word, they knew Jesus was not the terrifying thunder and
which is of Hebrew origin, comes from the idea of lightening on Mount Sinai, but the source of that
GReStEtEAYyIdé ¢2 GKS / KA RMBngder and lighténiNg. SHeyr knéwkHe wastnbt Ghs
D2R RgSftfa Ay | A XthebiefeN® Aightnés&Kd theipdldg &F fird, Wut teforiginator of that
of God among them. fire. They knew He was not the dazzling cloud that
filled the tabernacle, but the fountain of that cloud.
God manifested His shekinajiory in the wilderness  They knew He was the real essence of the thundering,
journey, by the thick cloud with thunder and the fire, and the cloud. He was the shekinah glory of
lightening in the Mount Sinai experience, by the cloud God manifested in human flesh.
hovering over and filling the tabernacle so Moses
could not enter, by the cloud that filled the temple They came to kne that the incomprehensible,
built by Solomon so the prat could not minister, by  invisible God (the Conception) was making Himself
0KS avy21S OGKIFG FAEf SR (K SnovhAtbeaBXpression) linZal canpriér@dsible) Nisible:
by the whirlwind, the great cloud, and the fire in manifestation of Himself (the Consummation). Jesus
91 S1ASEtQa GArarzyd ¢2 (KS wasKhe nahifeBtafiondFGod id adhofdl BodyiiHe &
place of God was the shekinah glory of God. Emmanuel¢ God dwellng among men. But, then,
how is that dwelling place made visible today, and
| think it can be aid that the children of God today how do we experience the manifestation of God
need to see the same skekinah glory. But, what doestoday?
it look like. In the Old Testament, it was represented L B
by a cloud. How is the presence of God seen today? In -
the early followers of Jesus there was something far
more sgnificant than seeing the cloud, the hearing of
the thunder, the smelling of the smoke, the feeling of

the fire, and the tasting of the sacrifices. One of the = Christ has come to set our spirit free;
early followers of Jesugave a clue to this greater
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and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the ) Gloriousin immorta“ty;_
Jf2NE 2F GKS 2yteée oS3z d S Chrsthasicemetsat érspiritdree o¢
1:14). Free to soar above the mountain tall;

What did they see? Did John and the other disciples Free from dymg _dUSt of Adam’s fall;

see something that the multitude could not see? For
in the eyes of the majority, there was no glory, only

Check the monthly schedule _and host home_ if

you wish to meet James. As the Lord provides,

he travels each week sharing the good news of

Jesus Christ. Everyone is invited to come and be
part of the fellowship.
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12:2 Have you ever wondered how this was
possible? In this bookDr. Stondancludesforty
meditationsrevealng differentmind-setsthat exiss,
even ifwe do not perceive them yet

The Grace of Goavill be available within the next few
weeks. Youwill be able toorder aprint copyor
downloadit off our web page

Please=mail uswith your mailing address to reserve
your print copy.Considemgetting one for youself as
well as yourriends and loved ones artien come
together tosharehow God is changim you thinking.
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The MindTrap:
How Culture Works Against Grace

There is a potentially dangerous foe of which m
Christians are totally unaware. It is so subtle that e}
the most sincere often fall prey to its insidiousne
One of the early followers of Jesus gave a clue to
danger when he wrote to the Romansg (i &
not conformed to this world: but be ye transforme
08 0UKS NBySgAy3a 2F @2dz
the believer to experience continually the good |
produced by Jesus, the mind of the believer m
continually experience a renewing quess. The
believer must have or be in the process
experiencing an entirely new way of thinking.

To experience this renewing of the mind, the Christ
must be aware of a treacherous mitichp. The new|
believer, bubbling with the vitality of experiemg
regeneration, will often turn to a local congregation
Christians for assistance in his new walk of life. |
new convert is usually totally unprepared for wh
will be encountered. In almost every case, the n
believer will come in contact with a @up of people
that have become unsuspectingly trapped, trapped
a particular way of thinking that inhibits the grace
God from working in their lives.

A Mind-Set

A particular mineset is one of those realities which
existseven though the awareness of its existence may
not be perceived. Although the individual may or may
not be conscious of the reason why certain
conclusions are reached, the conclusions of which the
mind has derived are based upon a particular pattern
of thought. These opinions are developed over time
by the thinking process of the individual. A set of
beliefs or values, whether they are understood,
partially understood, or not even perceived at all,
F2NXY (GKS o6lFlara 2F YIyQa
only because he thinks, but because he thinks in a
certain way.

It is this thinking in a certain way that can trap a
Christian and cause him to frustrate or entirely miss
the grace of God. It is a way of thinking that will
always cause the believer to come osh of the
ultimate truths of the Scriptures. The following little
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