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Note from the Editors:  

               Newsletter Update  

Understanding the Church 

as it was meant to be. (This 

article is a condensed version that 

was published in a previous issue.  

What is shared here goes with the 

free download on I John. You need 

to open it in Internet Explorer ) 

The Church:   It seems to be the 
best of times. With television 

stations flooded with Christian 

programming, radio airways 

saturated with religious broad-

casting, and printing presses 

turning out a multi-million dollar 

business of church literature, the 

modern day church has no equal 

in any age in the promotion of 

itself to the world. For the first 

time ever in the history of the 

church, a new term, the mega-

church, has been created to de-

scribe its success. With all of its 

multi-facet programs and activi-

ties, the modern day church 

should be judged as reaching an 

all-time high of spiritual excel-

lency. 
 

But, all is not well with the 

church. The simple preaching of 

Jesus that immediately changed 

lives has been replaced by a 

multi-task obligation to be ac-

complished in this life to lay up 

treasures for the life to come. 

With the emphasis of the 

churchôs  message  shifting from  

We are updating our email list for 

the Grace Messenger. If you 

would like to continue receiving it, 

we need you to re-subscribe by 

entering your name and email ad-

dress in the link below. It will be a 

few months before we switch over 

to the updated emails, but it 

would help if you could do this 

now if you want to continue read-

ing the Grace Messenger.  Thank 

you to those who have already 

done this, you do not need to do 

anything further to keep receiving 

the newsletter. 

 

To all those who re-subscribe, Dr. 

Stone is giving you a free mp3 

download from his 1 John series.  

 

We encourage each of you to lis-

ten to this free MP3 after you re-

subscribe: 

www.wayofchrist.org/subscribe.asp   
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Jesus living in and through the 

believer to the believer becom-

ing all they can be by their own 

positive thinking and their own 

assertive actions, Christianity 

has lost its Christ-centeredness 

and has become participant-

centered. With the goal being a 

better you, the fruit of the 

churchôs labor does reveal the 

nature of its roots. 
 

The Word:   In what we know as 
1 John, the author writing to-

wards the end of the first cen-

tury, penned these words: That 

which was from the beginning, which 

we have heard, which we have seen 

with our eyes, which we have looked 

upon, and our hands have handled, of 

the Word  of life; (For the life was mani-

fested, and we have seen it, and bear 

witness, and show unto you that eternal 

life, which was with the Father, and was 

manifested unto us;) That which we 

have seen and heard declare we unto 

you, that ye also may have fellowship 

with us: and truly our fellowship is with 

the Father, and with his Son Jesus 

Christ. And these things write we unto 

you, that your joy may be full. (1 John 

1:1-4)   

 

Although the Word is accepted 

today, generally, to mean the 

written Bible, the early followers 

of Jesus knew that the Word 

was the living Jesus: òAnd the 

Word was made flesh, and dwelt 

among us, (and we beheld his 

glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father,) full of 

grace and truthó (John 1:14). 

There is a tremendous differ-

ence when the emphasis is kept 

on the living Word as opposed 

to the written Word, even though 

the written Word is inspired and 

completely trustworthy.  
 

Eternal Life:   The writer of 1 

John also wrote, òAnd this is the 

who go to a church meeting are 

asked to be participants in what is 

being performed by those in 

charge, just how much fellowship is 

experienced? If fellowship does 

occur in the modern church, it is 

largely a by-product rather than an 

integral part of the church. As 

someone has suggested, ñThe real 

church is what goes on before the 

opening prayer of a meeting and 

after the closing prayer.ó Although 

that may be an oversimplification, it 

does point out that the real church 

does occur in, by, and through what 

happens. From the writings of 1 

John, it can be seen also how they 

measured success. Although primi-

tive Christianity probably did not 

think in the terms of success or fail-

ure, they knew they were fulfilling 

what God expected of them by how 

they were treating one another (1 

John 2:9,10). Joint-participation in 

Jesus was evidently the essence of 

all things for the early followers of 

Jesus. Jesus Himself stated, òBy this 
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 

if ye have love one to anotheró (John 

13:35). Contrast that fellowship with 

how the modern day church meas-

ures success (how many people 

attend church, how big is the build-

ing, and how large is the budget) 

and it should be obvious that what 

was important to the early followers 

of Jesus in large measures cannot 

be found today.  (continued on page 3) 

PA G E 2  

promise that he hath promised us, even 

eternal life ó (1 John 2:25). It should 

be quite obvious to all that if the 

term eternal life is used in the 

modern church that it is a refer-

ence to the next lifeðthe be-

liever will live eternally. To the 

early followers of Jesus, how-

ever, the term eternal life was 
not a reference to the eternal life 

which was to come but a refer-

ence to the eternal life of God 

manifested in Jesus.  
 

Eternal life for most in the mod-

ern church brings to mind their 

belief that they are going to live 

forever in the next life but to the 

early followers of Jesus eternal 

life was a reference to the One 

who has, is, and will always 

liveðthe eternal life of God . 

Although the next life for the be-

liever cannot be questioned and 

should not be doubted, the 

phrase eternal life for the early 

followers of Jesus did not bring 

attention to the believer and to 

the next life but to the reality of 

experiencing the eternal One in 

their present life. Although they 

were mortal, corruptible, weak, 

and processed a physical body, 

they knew that they had the op-

portunity to experience the im-

mortal, incorruptible, powerful, 

and spiritual body of the eternal 

life of Jesus. It was what pro-

foundly changed their lives. 
 

Fellowship  John also empha-

sized that fellowship, the experi-

encing of Jesus together, was 

the life blood of the early follow-

ers of Jesus. Unfortunately, fel-

lowship, the experiencing of Je-

sus together in a face to face 

relationship, rarely occurs in the 

modern church. When those 

GR A C E M E S S E N G E R 

The Church as it was meant to be (continued) 
May the church once again 

move away from being par-

ticipant -centered and be-

come Christ -centered. For, 

after all is said and done, 

every message that is       

recorded in the New Testa-

ment is a message about 

Jesusñespecially, the      

resurrected Jesus.  



Sermons:  A simple question needs to be raised in 
illustrating the next major difference between the 

church of the first century and the church of moder-

nity: What is the emphasis of most sermons deliv-

ered by the leaders in churches today? On any 

given Sunday, is it not a motivational homily en-

couraging the believer to do something, to increase 

their efforts,  heir time, or their giving in order to be 

blessed of God. Although there are exceptions, it is 

usually an instructional message teaching the be-

liever how to prepare for the next life or how they 

can better themselves in this life. 
 

Notice, the words of the writer of 1 John when he 

said, ñAnd these things write we unto you, that your 

joy may be full.ò It is hard for the motivators and the 

movers to grasp that all John wanted of his first 

readers was that their joy might be full. Instead of 

telling them that circumstances would be good if 

they could get their belief right, their doctrine right, 

he simply told them that in the midst of the strug-

gles of life they could be cheerful. They could re-

main calm and delight in the Lord. It is hard for the 

modern church to believe that all God wants of his 

believers is to enjoy life and know that He is pro-

ducing that life. 
 

Conclusion:   When we fully understand what John 

is saying in the opening statements of his letter, it 

should cause us to consider seriously our ways. In 

this day of one program after another designed to 

call the believer to greater effort, to incite into ac-

tion, or in some other way emphasize the believer, 

Jesus is calling us to return to Him. May the church 

once again move away from being participant-

centered and become Christ-centered. For, after all 

is said and done, every message that is recorded 

in the New Testament is a message about Jesusð

especially, the resurrected Jesus. 
 

The living Jesus needs to be heard again. How the 

early followers of Jesus understood the living Word 

in their primitive ways calls the visible church with 

its modern ways into question. The simple mes-

sage of Jesus must once again be heard. 

ððððððïððð-ðððððððððððð 

You will find CDôs and downloads on the book 

of John and other studies,  here.  

www.wayofchrist.org/bible -studies-recordings.asp  

The Church as it was meant to be 
(conclusion) WEBINAR BIBLE STUDIES Q & Aõs 

www.wayofchrist.org/FAQ.asp  

What is a "Webinar"? It is short for Web -
based seminar, a presentation, lecture, workshop 
or seminar that is transmitted over the Web. A key 
feature of a Webinar is its interactive elements -- 
the ability to give, receive and discuss information. 
 

When do the On -Line Live Sessions take 
place? (Note the Time is in Eastern Standard Time) 
      Tuesday - 10:00 P.M. (EST) 
 Wednesday - 11:00 A.M. (EST) 
 Wednesday - 7:30 P.M. (EST) 
 Thursday - 8:00 P.M. (EST) A  discussion 
night for anyone who participated in the week.  
 
Can I                             any time?   Yes! Right 
now we are in the book of Colossians.  You may 
start in any session, any week.  The first 2 ses-
sions are free!  Register by emailing Dr. Stone if 
you are unable to find the information on the 
Web page. Dr. Stone believes God is our teacher 
us so you are not limited because you have not  
started from the first session. Thursday nights 
are an opportunity for all of us to discuss what 
was shared earlier in  the week and to listen in to 
other questions and comments.    
 
 

What happens if I am unable to attend at 
the time I registered for?  You can join an-
other session during the week. (As long as there 
are less than 24 people in that session.)  To in-
sure you get invited, email Dr. Stone an hour  
before the session starts.  
 
What about scholarships?  To request infor-
mation about available registration scholarships 
please e-mail Dr. Stone:    james@wayofchrist.org  

FORTY DAYS TO     
INNER SPIRITUAL 
STRENGTH: Medita-
tions in the Grace of 
God  
 
To order your copy use 

this link: 
www.wayofchrist.org/medita

tions-mp3-download.asp   
 

Listen to a free mp3 of chapter one.  
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Join The Way of Christ                 Group!   

Look For:  òDr. James Stone: The Way of 

Christ Ministryñ  

 
Dr. Stone communicates through this 

newsletter, home or church visits, and 

the web conferences now.  He does not 

have his own facebook profile.  This is a 

good place for many of us to connect 

with friends and share together. 

The good news of God is the coming of Jesus into this world. It is His 

life, His teaching, his death, His resurrection, His  ascension, and His 

coming into the life of the believer.  
 

Ultimately, the good news is that man can have a personal  relation-

ship with Jesus Christ, a personal relationship with God Himself.   
 

Christian Ministries exists solely to help all people experience the full-

ness of the manifestation of Christ in their life. 
 

JAMES STONE D Min 
6819 McCUTCHEON RD., 
CHATTANOOGA, TN 37421  USA 

The Way of Christ Christian Ministries 
CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES 

INTERNATIONAL OFFICE 

james@wayofchrist.org  or christmin@aol.com 

Weekly CD: 

Barry and  
Jennifer with                               
their children,                              
Kaitlyn Grace                                
& Gabriel James  
 
Christian Ministries  
offers a  Weekly CD of  Bible 
study for those who desire to   
participate.   
  
Contact Barry Shepherd  
barrysheperd@wayofchrist.org 
 

We encourage you to share 
these CDôs with others in 
your community to increase 
discussion of what the Lord 

is revealing in your lives.   

Meet the Editors: Dale and Joy Simpson  

Our prayer for you is that the life of the 
Spirit would enable you to hear the mystery 
of the Word in this newsletter. We believe 
the Lord is revealing how the gospel of Je-
sus Christ is setting us free from ourselves.    

 
Please sent all correspondence from International 
Pastors or Missionaries to this email address:   

nyagali@gmail.com     
 

      God bless you today!    Dale and Joy Simpson 

Host (or Support) a Live Home Bible Study from ANYWHERE in the World!   

www.wayofchrist.org/bible-study-conference.asp 

From anywhere in the world invite a few friends over for a Bible Study and Dr. 

Stone will join you live through the Internet.  All you need is a computer, a    

bible, and a few friends, family or neighbors.  It would be helpful if you had a 

webcam and microphone on your computer in order to interact live with Dr. 

Stone and the brothers and sisters, but not essential. 

Please seek the Lord if you would like to help sponsor a group or an individual to have      

access to this opportunity.   Contribution:  www.wayofchrist.org/contributions.asp  

For more general information on the new web conference please contact : 

Joy in Canada or International : nyagali@gmail.com           Diane in US:  deelightful1206@gmail.com  
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