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Let the Church be the Church

2John 1:1-13

Every major crisis of life pre-
sents the opportunity to ex-

perience the nearness of
Christ righteousness, peace,
and joy in the Holy Spirit.
They also may mean the
emotional fires of hell can be
encountered (distress, de-
spair, a sense of being for-
saken, and a sense of being
destroyed). The challenge of
these defining moments of

life is simple. Can the believer
trust Christ? Are you aware
of the power and the glory

of the kingdom of God?

The first recorded words of
Jesus when He began His min-
istry were: “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at
hand: repent ye, and believe the
gospel” (Mark 1:14-15). Mat-
thew recorded, “From that time
Jesus began to preach, and to
say, Repent: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand” and “And
Jesus went about all Galilee,
teaching in their synagogues,
and preaching the gospel of the
kingdom . . .” (4:17,23).

The preaching of this domain
and realm of God was so pow-

erful by Jesus that the people
who heard Him speak desired
that He would remain with them.
The response of Jesus to their
request was, “. . . | must preach
the kingdom of God to other cit-
ies also: for therefore am |
sent” (Luke 4:43). Luke would
add, “And it came to pass after-
ward, that he went throughout
every city and village, preaching
and showing the glad tidings of
the kingdom of God” (8:1). Je-
sus stated that “this gospel of
the kingdom shall be preached
in all of the world for a witness
unto all nations . . .” (Matt.
24:14). The preaching of the
kingdom of God was so preva-
lent by Jesus that there are fifty-
eight references to the kingdom
in the gospel of Matthew alone.

The longest recorded message
contained in the Scriptures is
where the principles of the king-
dom of God were given by
Jesus. This Sermon on the
Mount is a powerful discourse
on how the kingdom of God
would now be experienced. The
kingdom of God would be so
revolutionary to the kingdom of
men that Jesus taught his disci-
ples to pray continually, “Our
Father which art in heaven,
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Hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done
in earth, as it is in heaven” (Matt.
6:9-10).

The last recorded words of Je-
sus just before He ascended, as
recorded in Acts, consisted of “.
. . speaking of the things pertain-
ing to the kingdom of God” (1:3).
The Acts also recorded that
Philip preached “. . . things con-
cerning the kingdom of God . .
.” (8:12) and Paul “spake boldly .
. . disputing and persuading the
things concerning the kingdom
of God” (19:8). Finally, the Acts
closed its record: “And Paul
dwelt two whole years in his own
hired house, and received all
that came in unto him, Preach-
ing the kingdom of God, and
teaching those things which con-
cern the Lord Jesus Christ, with

all confidence, no man forbid-
ding him” (28:30-31).

During the preaching of Jesus,
He spoke so much on the king-
dom of God that finally the
Pharisees demanded, “. . . when
the kingdom of God should
come” (Luke 17:20). The re-
sponse of Jesus to their demand
is perhaps the most precise
teaching on experiencing the
kingdom of God contained in the
Scriptures. It is a powerful dis-
course on the mysteries of the

domain and the reign of
God in the lives of be-
lievers.

The first and most diffi-
cult aspect of the mys-
teries of the kingdom is
given to the Pharisees

GRACE MESSENGER

Note from the Editors: Upon reading these
words of Paul, "For though | be free from all men,
yet have | made myself servant unto all, that |
might gain the more" (1 Cor. 9:19nany of us
think of Dr. Stone as he travels every week from
city to city sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ: Did
you know that he lives in complete freedom from
any organization, or religious affiliation?

If you have been encouraged by our brother through
his visits to your home, your church group, through

when they asked when
the kingdom of God
should come. Jesus
simply stated, “the king-
dom of God cometh not
with observa-
tion” (17:20). The king-
dom of God would not
be seen. Perhaps, they

this newsletter, or his books and CD's, please seek
the Lord about contributing to this ministry that
they would be encouraged as they give all, we
would know"... no one can lay any foundation other
than the one that has been laid; that foundation is
Jesus Christ." (1 Corinthians 3:11)
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were thinking that the

kingdom of God would
be as the kingdoms of men,
physical, earthly, and experi-
enced with the senses. Jesus
stated, however, it would not be
seen by the natural eye.

In addition, to the Pharisees, He
said, “Neither shall they say, Lo
here! or, lo there! for, behold the
kingdom of God is within
you” (17:21). With the emphasis
being “among” you (plural) as
opposed to being within an indi-
vidual, Jesus is again revealing
an enigmatic feature of the king-
dom of God. How do physical
people with natural senses ex-
perience the spiritual domain of
a supernatural existence? How
do flesh and blood people ex-
perience the kingdom of God,

when Paul stated that “flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God” (1 Cor. 15:50)?

When an individual enters into a
relationship with another person
(be it superficial or intimate), a third
entity is formed between the two
flesh and blood people. It is within
this incorporeal existence of the
connection between the two that
the kingdom of God is experienced.
Thus, Jesus stated that this king-
dom of God is among you, or in the
midst of you.

The coming of Jesus into the lives
of people would only occur after
certain things had transpired.

(Conbt .
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Download Bible Studies on the Grace of God

www.wayofchrist.org/bible
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Listen to Dr. Stone as he shares on: Marriage and Family, the Life of Christ
and many other topics. Listen to one talk at a time and you will find the
Lord changing how you think. Jesus will renew your mind. Are you satisfied
with life? Are you happy? Are you frustrated in a situation? Are you experiencing peace that
passes understanding? Jesus can break through to us so that we understand the ways of life.

You can listen if you download the file to your computer or MP3 player.
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The second great mystery of the kingdom of God
and perhaps as equally difficult for the rational mind
to grasp is illustrated in Jesus’ next statement con-
cerning the kingdom of God. After addressing the
Pharisees, He stated to His
disciples, “The days will
come, when ye shall desire
to see one of the days of
the Son of man, and ye
shall not see it” (17:22).
First, it should be pointed
out that days is plural in
both the “days will come”
and the “days of the Son of
man.” There will not only be
many times in the life of an
individual that he will des-
perately desire for Jesus to
break through into his life
but there will also be numerous times when Jesus
will come to bring salvation for the desperate soul.
The early followers of Jesus never saw the second
coming of Jesus as a single day in the future when
He would return but that He would come whenever
the need for Him to come was apparent.

Thus, many would desire to see Jesus break
through immediately in a special way in difficult
times, but will not be able to see it even though they
desire it. Or, as Paul would later say, Jesus does
not come until the man of sin has been revealed (2
Thess. 2:1-4).

All dependency upon anything earthly must come to
an end before an individual can experience the
heavenly. As Daniel would also say, the kingdoms
of men must come down before the kingdom of God
can come forth in its full glory (Dan. 2:35). This is
also the reason why Paul would state, “we our-
selves glory in you in the churches of God for your
patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribu-
lations that ye endure: Which is a manifest token of
the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye
also suffer” (2 Thess. 1:3-5). The bloom of a flower
cannot occur until the planting of the seed.

When the struggles of life come, most men, if not all
men, are susceptible to turn to anyone or anything
for immediate help. What often looks like a quick,
successful answer to afflictions and sufferings is
usually more detrimental than beneficial. Thus,
Jesus would state that in these times many “shall
say to you, See here; or, see there: go not after
them, nor follow them” (Luke 17:23). You do not
have to go to any physical place or to any physical

person (which usually offers only physical cures) to
find your help in the time of trouble. Jesus, in His
day (His coming to you), will be apparent to all. He
will make Himself known in your life with the ulti-
mate cure just as surely as the streak of
lightning lights up the entire night (17:24).
You will know that Christ has come to
bring deliverance.

Jesus revealed how an individual experi-
enced the kingdom of God. He not only
revealed that great truth in these words
but also by the experiences of His own life.
Just as every created entity must be
planted to enable the essence of life to
come forth in the harvest, Jesus Himself,
being in the form and likeness of a man,
also had to “suffer many things, and be
rejected of [his] generation” (17:25). He,
too, had to be planted in order to experience the
harvest. Every essence of physical dependency for
life must come to an end before the vitality of spiri-
tual life can break forth.

Jesus illustrated His teaching concerning the mani-
festation of the kingdom of God with His examples
of Noah and Lot. He simply stated that before God
could establish the new world with the saving of
Noah and his family, all of the old world had to be
destroyed (17:26,27). Likewise, the same day that
Lot was delivered out of Sodom, all of the city was
destroyed (17:28,29). The examples may seem to
be severe or catastrophic, but Jesus is emphasizing
that to experience the glory of the kingdom of God,
the manifestation of Jesus, the old world order must
come to a complete end. Jesus is manifested in the
life of an individual only when one comes to the end
of himself (17:30).

The coming of the spiritual kingdom of God at the
ending of the old world order always occurs in earth-
shaking moments of life. Although the natural ten-
dency for everyone is to hold on to the past (after
all, it is the only foundation on which we stand re-
gardless of how shaky it might be), Jesus admon-
ishes that the new way must be fully accepted with
haste. Or, as He stated, “In that day, he which shall
be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house, let
him not come down to take it away: and he that is in
the field, let him likewise not return back” (17:31). In
another message concerning the events of these
moments, Jesus simply stated that the believer
must flee immediately (Matt. 24:16). The believer
must turn completely from his old ways and em-
brace the new manifestation of the coming kingdom
of God. (continued on page 5)
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Taken from the new book, Meditations in the GrGoda of

SUPERNATURAL ENABLE-
MENT TO BE CHRISTIAN: A
PRACTICAL DEFINITION FOR

THE GRACE OF GOD (part 2,
continued from vol. 2 issue 3)

t is God who gives the to
do of His will. The ability that is
necessary for the will of God to
be accomplished is, again, a work
of God Himself. There is no
amount of effort put forth by man
which can do the ultimate will of
God. Paul again reveals this truth
in his Romans letter with, “So
then it is not of him that willeth,
nor of him that runneth, but of
God that sheweth mercy” (9:16).
Regardless of how many times
believers are admonished for
greater acts of determination and
dedication, it is not “of him that
runneth,” but of God who works in
man to do His will. In fact, man in
himself cannot do the will of God.

Therefore, a working definition
for the grace of God can now
be formulated. Building upon
Paul’s statements to the Corin-
thians, the Colossians, and the
Philippians the grace of God
can be stated as the want-to
and the accomplishment of the
will of God. Grace is the divine
provision that God gives to His
creation to enable that creation
to fulfill its intended purpose.

Paul states to the Corinthians,
“ . . | laboured more abun-
dantly than they all: yet not |,
but the grace of God.. .
(15:10). This is a statement
that most Christians dare not

make because of the fear of
pride, which means pride
would be there only if they
still thought they had some-
thing to do with the labor.
Paul labored, but by the
grace of God. Then, to the
Colossians he wrote,
“Whereunto | also Ilabour,
striving according to his work-
ing . . ." (1:29). Paul labored,
but it was according to the
Holy Spirit's working. Thus,
the grace of God is the
Spirit’s working. Finally, Paul
wrote to the Philippians, “For
it is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of his
good pleasure” (2:13). The
grace of God is the Spirit's
working, and the Spirit's
working is the to will and the
to do of the will of God. Con-
sequently, the grace of God is
the want-to and the accom-
plishment of the will of God
by God Himself.

Divine enablement for believ-
ers is the result of the grace
of God. Every believer is di-
vinely enabled to be Chris-
tian. God will do His good
pleasure in every believer if
He has but a yielded vessel.
This fundamental principle
can be seen in another state-
ment by Paul. He writes to
the Galatians concerning his
ministry, “For he that wrought
effectually in Peter to the
apostleship of the circumci-
sion, the same was mighty in
me toward the Gentiles” (2:8).
He then added, “And when
James, Cephas, and John,
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who seemed to be pillars,
perceived the grace that was
given unto me, they gave to
me and Barnabas the right
hands of fellowship . . .“ (2:9).
Paul is stating that grace is
that which “wrought effec-
tually” in both Peter and him-
self. Grace is the provision by
which God does His own will.
The Spirit of God in every be-
liever will not only produce
the want-to, but He will also
produce the power to do the
Father's will if He has but a
yielded believer. All that God
asks of any believer is to be a
channel through which He
can flow to accomplish His
will. This fact is, again, the
amazing truth of Christianity.
God reveals, through His
Word, that He did not send
His Son to the cross only for
sufficient penalty for the sins
of mankind so that man can
be declared righteous, but He
also provided the means
through which man can live
righteously. It is through the
cross that man can have his
sins forgiven and be declared
righteous. Equally important,
it is through the resurrection
that man has victory over sin
for righteous living. By ac-
cepting Christ's death on the
cross, man’s sins can be for-
given. By letting the resur-
rected Christ live in him,
man’s life can be free of sin.
The death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ is the heart of
the Gospel. It is the means of
the grace of God: supernatu-
ral enablement to be Chris-
tian. ®
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The good news of God is the coming of Jesus into this world. It
Is His life, His teaching, his death, His resurrection, His ascen-
sion, and His coming into the life of the believer.

Ultimately, the good news is that man can have a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ, a personal relationship with God Him-

self.

Christian Ministries exists solely to help all people experience the
fullness of the manifestation of Christ in their life.

Weekly CD:

Barry and

Jennifer with
their children,
Kaitlyn Grace §
& Gabriel James 4 i 4

Christian

Ministries

offers a Weekly CD of Bible
study for those who desire to
participate.

Contact Barry Shepherd for
details.barryshepherd@wayofchrist.org

We encourage you to share
these CDO6s with
your community to increase
discussion of what the Lord

is revealing in your lives.

Meet the Editors: Dale and Joy Simpson

Our prayer for you is that the life of the Spirit would enable you to hear the mystery of the Word in this news-
letter. We believe the Lord is revealing how the gospel of Jesus Christ is setting us free from ourselves.
3?‘“ If you would like to share a personal testimony, a picture, or piece of art in a monthly newsletter,
iih'

pIease email us. nyagali@gmail.com God bless you today!

Let the Church be the Church (continued from page 3)

In His final admonition, Jesus
revealed how difficult this turning
from the old to the new can be.
When the circumstances of life
bring an individual to the thresh-
old of the coming kingdom of
God, the individual often longs
to hold on to the old world order
(17:32). As Lot and his family
were being delivered out of
Sodom (a salt producing econ-
omy), they were told not to look
back to the old way of living.
Since Lot’s wife was turned into
a pillar of salt when she looked
back, she probably was having
great difficulty in giving up that
which had produced their liveli-
hood in Sodom. One thing is
certain, all people become ex-

actly that thing to which they
turn for life. Jesus would add,
“Whosoever shall seek to save
his life shall lose it; and whoso-
ever shall lose his life shall pre-
serve it” (17:33).

Jesus then illustrated that be-
cause of this longing to hold on
to the past and the failure to un-
derstand the ways of life, many
would miss the opportunity to
experience the glory of the
manifestation of the kingdom of
God in their lives. He said that
where there were two men in the
same bed, two women grinding
at the same mill, and two men in
the same field “one shall be
taken and the other left’(17:34-

36). With the word taken literally
meaning, “to receive near”’ and
the word left literally meaning,
“to send forth,” these apocalypti-
cal moments would produce in
some the nearness and pres-
ence of Christ while others
would continue in their ever de-
scending paths away from God.
Each moment of the pressures
of life, more pointedly each ma-
jor crisis of life, presents the op-
portunity to experience the
heavenly realm (to experience
the nearness of Christ). It also
may mean the emotional fires of
hell can be encountered (to ex-
perience distress, despair, a
sense of being forsaken, and a

sense of being destroyed). g
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